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States

Phish fallout: Fans who turned

away at the direction of police be-

cause of muddy conditions inside the

site of last weekend’s Phish festival in
Coventry, Vt., will be offered a refund.

Dave Werlin, president of the concert pro-

moter Great Northeast Productions, said it

troubled him that people who obeyed police

in turning around missed the concert, only

to learn that many other fans reached the
site by parking and walking to the festival.

Jackson case: Child molestation allega-
tions by a 12-year-old boy provided authori-
ties with legal justification for a massive
search of Michael Jackson’s Neverland
Ranch last year, a judge ruled, rejecting de-
fense efforts to challenge the search as ille-

al

gal.

In his ruling Tuesday, Superior Court
Judge Rodney Melville short-circuited a
plan by Jackson’s lawyers to call multiple
witnesses in an effort to show that prosecu-
tors had insufficient information to justify
the invasion of Jackson's estate last Novem-
ber.

Oklahoma bridge collapse: A Mississippi
towboat company committed two violations
of federal law in the 2002 Interstate 40
bridge collapse that killed 14 people, accord-
ing to a U.S. Coast Guard report.

KOTV in Tulsa, Okla., reported Tuesday
that the U.S. Coast Guard has determined
Magnolia Marine Transport Co. did not
allow its towboat captain enough rest and re-
quired him to work too long before the
crash.

Federal law prohibits towboat captains
from working for more than 12 hours
straight. Captain William Joe Dedmon
worked 14 hours the day before the May 26,
2002, crash, KOTV said.

Toxic ground zero: The Bush administra-
tion showed “reckless disregard” for public
health after the World Trade Center col-
lapse by failing to warn people of the health
risks of breathing toxic smoke and dust at
ground zero, an environmental group said
Wednesday.

Hundreds of people were sickened be-
cause of mistakes made by the government
during the recovery and cleanup effort fol-
lowing the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack,
the Sierra Club said in a report on the envi-
ronmental and health impacts of the col-
lapse.

New Jersey governor: As pressure
mounts on both sides of the political aisle
for New Jersey Gov. James E. McGreevey
to step down before his self-imposed dead-
line, Sen. Jon Corzine has begun to explore
the idea of running to replace the embattled
governor.

Corzine was discussing the possibility of
being the party’s candidate in a special elec-
tion with state Democratic leaders Tuesday
and gauging support from special interest
groups, according to two sources who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

Halliburton contracts: The Pentagon
backed off its threat not to pay a Halliburton
Co. subsidiary for troop support work, in-
stead giving the company more time to justi-
fy its bills to the Army.

The decision late Tuesday was the latest
in an ongoing exchange between the mili-
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Japanese electronics maker Seiko Epson Corp.”
ant bug, is adjusted by Wang W

's “Micro Flying Robot,” about the size of a

, a Chinese postgraduate student studying mechanical

engineering at Japan’s Tsukuba University, during its demonstration at the company’s Tokyo
office Wednesday. The company hopes the robot will be used for security, disaster rescue

and space exploration in the future.

tary and the oil services conglomerate once
led by Vice President Dick Cheney.

Earlier Tuesday, Houston-based Hallibur-
ton had said the government planned to
withhold 15 percent of its monthly payment,
or about $60 million a month, from the com-
pany’s KBR subsidiary on a contract to pro-
vide meal services, laundry, mail and hous-
ing for soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.

World

Venezuela election: Opposition leaders
refused Wednesday to participate in an
audit of a referendum that failed to oust Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo Chavez, dealing a
setback to international efforts to dispel alle-
gations of vote-rigging and prevent more up-
heaval in the politically divided country.

Opposition leaders claimed they had un-
earthed new evidence of fraud, which they
insisted the audit — proposed by former
President Jimmy Carter and the Organiza-
tion of American States — would fail to de-
tect.

North Korea nuclear talks: Australia’s for-
eign minister urged North Korean leaders
on Wednesday to remain involved in six-na-
tion talks on its nuclear program, amid con-
cerns that Pyongyang may pull out of prepa-
ratory meetings for the next round of negoti-
ations.

“I'd been, on arriving here, concerned
that the six-party talks process was stalling,
and I hoped that we’d been able to add some
substantial momentum to that process,” Al-
exander Downer said, according to Austra-
lian pool video of his visit received by Asso-
ciated Press Television News.

In Seoul, South Korean Foreign Minister
Ban Ki-moon said Wednesday that efforts
were being made to still hold the working
talks, but participants had yet to reach an
agreement.

A broken wooden Serbian coat-of-arms from
the Communist era is seen on the stand of
Serbia’s republic Parliament in this 2003
photo. Serbia’s Parliament voted on Tuesday
to restore its ancient coat-of-arms and a
19th century anthem.

Serbia coat of arms: Serbia restored its
19th-century anthem and ancient coat of
arms Tuesday, harkening back to its royal
history as its people struggle with economic
and social hardships.

The emblems represented Serbia before
it merged in 1918 with its Balkan neighbors
to form Yugoslavia.

The 183 lawmakers in Parliament voted
unanimously to adopt the once-royal sym-
bols, despite criticism they were inappropri-
ate for the republic sharing sovereignty
with Montenegro.

“These symbols are Serbia’s true ones,”
said Parliament Speaker Predrag Markovic,
who insisted Serbia needed to replace its
current coat of arms featuring the five-point-
ed communist Red Star.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Correction

A story in Wednesday’s editions of Stars and Stripes about addi-
tional pay and benefits for servicemembers omitted key informa-
tion. The Hostile Fire/Imminent Danger Pay was raised to $225
per month in October 2002 on a temporary basis. Congress is work-

ing to make that change permanent.

Comics, horoscopes
and advice — every day
in Stars and Stripes
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Troop move plan raises issues for families

BY SANDRA JONTZ AND
ISA HOR!
Stars and Stripes

Quality of life for servicemem-
bers could suffer if the Pentagon
does not plan properly as it em-
barks on its plan to redeploy
troops from Europe and Asia to
stateside bases, one expert said.

Most public schools surround-
ing military bases in the States al-
ready are at or near capacity,
with budgets that won’t be able to
accommodate an influx of stu-
dents, said Joyce Raezer, director
of government relations for the
National Military Family Associa-

“It happens with [military con-
struction] and it's going to hap-
pen with reposturing. They're
going to have the students coming
back, mostly from Germany, to
various installations, and a lot of
the schools already are at capaci-

“There are so many, so many is-
sues,” she said. Raezer wondered
whether the military will have

Some spouses say being back in States would bring

stability; strain on schools as kids return a concern

enough medical providers to treat
the influx of servicemembers and
their families, and will the surge
cripple the already-delayed ac-
cess retirees suffer in getting
treatment.

President Bush announced
Monday a 10-year plan to return
to the United States as many as
70,000 troops now living over-
seas, and 100,000 family mem-
bers and civilian employees.

wven if the moves don’t begin
until fiscal 2006, as Pentagon offi-
cials have said, that still is not
enough time for school districts to
build schools, buy buses or hire
teachers, Raezer said.

And the military’s need to wait
on actions of the Base Closure
and Realignment Commission,
which won’t get Pentagon recom-
mendations until May 2005, com-
plicates matters, she said.

“The Army is not saying yet
where these people are going to
go, and school districts need to
know.”

The redeployment plan will
save the military money in the
long-term, Raezer said.

“Is a lot cheaper to have
bare-boned bases [overseas] if
you don’t have to have schools,
don’t have to have quality of life
such as family housing, youth pro-
grams and such. But they're still
going to need to provide those ser-
vices back in the States.”

The plan, in reality, could mean
more family separations, said
Kathy Moakler, deputy director
of government relations NMFA.

“We agree that it certainly will
add to stability as far as location
goes, but there’s a double-edged
sword. This also means there will
be more frequent deployments
and more family separations.”

Perspective

For families in Europe, it’s a
matter of perspective.

Those with children, such as
Jessica Sutfin of Katterbach, Ger-
many, feel they can better handle
their spouse’s long deployments
if they are back in the United
States, where they are closer to
the support network of family and
friends.

Single soldiers, however, seem
to appreciate the opportunities af-
forded to soldiers overseas, pri-
marily the opportunity to travel
and explore different cultures.

“I can handle all the six-month
deployments they throw at me,”
said Sutfin, who has three young
children and a fourth child on the
way. “But these real long [deploy-
ments] are a pain in the butt
[when you have] kids.”

Out of the four years her hus-

band has been stationed in Ger-
many, they have been separated
for roughly 212 years, Sutfin said.
He is currently in Iraq, serving a
12-month tour with the 1st Infan-
try Division’s 4th Brigade.

Spe. Jonathan Dorshimer is a
tank driver for Biidingen’s 1st
Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment,
1st Armored Division. Before
coming to Germany, Dorshimer,
‘who was flipping burgers at Burg»
er King, said he bought into the
military’s promise to see the
world.

If it weren’t for the Army,
probably never would have leﬂ
the United States,” Dorshimer
said. “I do think it would be good
for stability in terms of kids [to go
to one school].”

aggie Minniti, originally
from Gdansk, Poland, has been
married to a Darmstadt, Germa-
ny-based soldier, Sgt. John An-
drew Minniti, for a year. After
being separated for most of the
year they were engaged, she is
glad to live now wherever he is
stationed.

SEE MOVE ON PAGE 4

Reduction
plans likely
won't affect
USAFE

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The
Air Force in Europe has made it through
the Pentagon’s latest troop-reduction plans
unscathed, at least for now.

That's because U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope — the air component for the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command and a key provider of air
assets to the Middle East — had already

a major t , a
'USAFE spokesman said.

The command has pared down its pres-
ence to one-fifth of the bases it had in the
mid-1980s and reduced its forces by more
than half, USAFE spokesman Col. Edward
Worley said.

What remains — 63,000 active-duty air-
men, civilians and their families, five main
operating bases in England, Germanv and
Italy, and five forward operating bases —
is needed for expeditious access to current
hot spots and potential problem areas, Wor-
ley said.

“We’re not going to be able to fly from
the United States to anywhere in the world
without stopping someplace," for fuel,
crew rest and cargo, he said. “We just don’t
have the tanker or airlift capability to do
that,” Worley said.

Although early reports indicated that
F-16 squadrons in Aviano, Italy, and Span-
gdahlem, Germany, may be relocated, a
Pentagon official said Monday that those
bases would remain — for now.

Talks continue with Turkey about wheth-
er any U.S. fighter squadrons would move
to Incirlik — which the Air Force recently
expanded as a tanker and logistics hub for
operations in the Middle East. But USAFE
officials didn’t want to speculate as to how
those talks would turn out.

“We’re always looking at our structure,”
Worley said.

At the center of the Air Force basing

—

~E 2B

A flight line crewmember ducks down out of the blast from the engines of an F-15E at Incirl
fighters were using the base for Operation Northern Watch. Already pared down to one

TERRY BOYD/Stars and Stripes
Air Base, Turkey, in May 2001, when

-fifth of its presence in Europe in the mid-1980s,

U.S. Air Forces in Europe seems to have escaped the Pentagon'’s latest troop-reduction plans unscathed.

strategy in Europe is Ramstein Air Base,
which also is undergoing a massive trans-
formation. It already serves as an impor-
tant cargo base and a vital way station for
ill and wounded troops from around Eu-
rope and the Middle East on their way to
nearby Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center.

But by December 2005, Ramstein
will take over all airlift capability
from Rhein-Main Air Base, making
it and Spangdahlem Air Base the key
European airlift hubs.

The $600 million “Rhein-Main
Transition Program,” at times makes
Ramstein and Spangdahlem look like
one big construction zone. But the
sound of graders and backhoes
should be beautiful music to the local busi-
nesspeople whose livelihoods rely on the
44,000 Americans in the Kaiserslautern
area — the largest community of Ameri-
cans overseas.

“What that should tell people is that Ram-
stein’s position as a major European airlift
hub s preny well assured for sometime to
come,” Brig. Gen. Rosanne Bailey, com-
mander of the 435th Air Base Wing, said

Wednesday.

In ﬁdel 2003 the Kaiserslautern mili-
tary community pumped nearly $1.29 bil-
lion into the area’s economy, according to
an annual economic impact report re-
leased in February.

&k We're not going to be able to fly

from the United States to

anywhere in the world without

stopping someplace.??

Col. Edward Worley
Spokesman, U.S. Air Forces in Europe

Although Germany would be hit hard by
the proposed removal of some 70,000 U.S.
troops in the coming years, the decision to
keep the Kaiserslautern-area installations
is good news, Kaiserslautern Lord Mayor
Bernhard Deubig said in an e-mail to Stars
and Stripes on Wednesday.

“For Germany as a whole, the withdraw-
al of U.S. troops will mean a certain loss of
stability and security and, naturally, will

cause considerable economic problems in
the affected areas. The city and county of
Kaiserslautern therefore are all the more
pleased to hear that this region will appar-
ently not be affected,” the e-mail stated.

Deubig, who led a delegation of regional
leaders to Washington, D.C., last
year to lobby for keeping troops in
the country, said that the Ameri-
can presence in the region had “an
enormously positive effect on the
local population’s attitude and has
encouraged a more open-minded
approach to the challenges of glo-
balization.”

In all, five Air Force and 10
Army installations are in the Kai-
serslautern military community.
The 21st Theater Support Command, a
major logistics hub, is the largest Army
asset in the area that also apparently has
survived the chopping block, a EUCOM of-
ficial said Tuesday.

In short, he said, Ramstein and the other
installations around it are in “the perfect
geostrategic location.”

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
mcEnteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Politicians hope
relocation plan
delays BRAC

BY TARA COPP
Scripps Howard News Service

WASHINGTON — Members of Congress who
want to ensure that military bases in their states
don't close say President Bush’s plan to move 70,000
troops stationed in Europe and Asia back to the Unit-
ed States strengthens their case.

But supporters say stateside bases must go
through a closure-and-realignment round, known as
BRAC, next May so Pentagon officials will know
where to send the returning troops.

ose who oppose it will argue, ‘How can we
close bases when we are bringing 70,000 troops
home?’ ” said Ken Beeks, a defense analyst with Busi-
ness Executives for National Security, a pro-base-clo-
sure policy group in Washington. “But I think BRAC
still needs to go on, maybe even more now than
ever.”

It could be a tight fight.

Before the relocation plan was announced, the
House had narrowly passed a two-year delay. That
measure is part of the 2005 defense authorization
bill, which is still being negotiated with the Senate.

And even though leaders of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee — including its chairman, Sen.
John Warner, R-Va. — strongly oppose a delay, the
whole Senate was just two votes short, 49-47, of in-
cludmg the two-year delay in its own authorization
bill.

Flghlmg base closure isn't a party-line issue, even
though Bush and Democratic presidential nominee
Sen. John Kerry disagree on the matter.

Bush strongly supports a 2005 round of base clos-
ings and has threatened to veto any defense bill that
includes a delay. Kerry has said a delay is necessary
to account for the Iraq war’s effect on military needs.

For the last several years, the high stakes of the im-
pending base-closure round have been clear to Con-
gress. The Pentagon says it has about 25 percent
more military facilities than it needs, and Rumsfeld
is set on cutting that excess.

But the real effort to delay base closings is being
led by House ind De
home-town bases.

For members of Congress who have one of those
425 military bases in their districts, the idea that a
quarter of them may close has created an intense ef-
fort to win military funding. When the House bill to
delay base closings first came up, 34 members quick-
ly signed on as co-Sponsors.

The effect of the Bush relocation plan can already
be seen in the positions of some members of Con-

s5.

Sen. John Cornyn, a Republican from Texas and
member of the Senate Armed Services Committee,
has 17 bases at stake in his home state.

Although he continues to support a round of base
closings for 2005, he said he will make sure the Penta-
gon takes into account a base’s potential to house re-
turning troops before any decision are made.

“As the [Department of Defense] makes its BRAC
recommendations, defense officials should consider
how the pending decision to bring several thousand
troops to the United States from overseas bases will
affect the needs of the military,” Cornyn said. “This
consideration is a prerequisite, in my opinion, for
any future action on the BRAC process, and the Pen-
tagon has assured me that it will.”
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War veterans

right, stand
with their
backs turned
Wednesday
during Sen.
John Kerry's
speech at
the 105th
Veterans of
Foreign Wars
National
Convention
in Cincinnati.
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Kerry knocks troop relocation

In VFW speech, candidate says plan could hinder U.S. security

BY NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Democratic presi-
dential candidate John Kerry on
Wednesday  criticized  President
Bush’s proposal to recall up to 70,000
foreign troops as a hastily announced
plan that raises more doubts about
U.S. intentions than it answers.

“Nobody wants to bring troops home
more than those uf us who have fought
in foreign wars,” Kerry said. “But it
needs to be done at lhe right time and
ina Senblble - way. This is not that time
or that way.

Bush announced his plan to bring
home troops from Cold War-era bases
in Europe and Asia on Monday before
an earlier session of the same gather-
ing of 15,000 members of the
The president said the repositioning of
forces would help save money on main-
taining bases overseas.

Kerry singled out for criticism
Bush’s plan to cut 12,000 of the 37,000
U.S. troops in South Korea.

“Why are we withdrawing unilateral-
Iy 12,000 troops from the Korean Pen-
insula at the very time we are negotiat-
ing with North Korea — a country that
really has nuclear weapons?” Kerry
asked.

Kerry quoted Republican Sen. John
McCain of Arizona as saying that
North Korea is probably more danger-
ous than since the end of the Korean
War in 1953.

“This is clearly the wrong signal to
send at the wrong time,” Kerry said.

Kerry argued that Bush’s policy
would dangerously reduce forces at a
time when the nation is fighting the
al-Qaida terrorist network in 60 coun-

s acrossthe globe.

s be clear — the president’s
vaguely stated plan docs not srengthen
our hand in the war on terror,” he said.
“It in no way relieves the strain on our

mili-
tary personnel. It
doesn’t even

begin until 2006
and it takes 10
years to achieve.
And this hastily
announced  plan
raises more
doubts about our
intentions and our
commitments

than it provides
real answers.”

Kerry’s  cam-
paign cited a three-month-old Congres-
sional Budget Office report that said
pulling back troops from overseas
would produce at best only small im-
provements in the United States’ abili-
ty to respond to far-flung conflicts.
The report also said a large reduction
of the U.S. military presence overseas
could cost $7 billion upfront, although
annual savings could be more than $1
billion.

Pentagon officials who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity this week said the
CBO study used different assumptions
than the president’s redeployment
plan. They said the amount of savings
for the Bush plan could not be calculat-
ed until officials determine precisely
which units will return to the United
States, what domestic bases they will
use and what overseas installations
will be closed.

Pentagon officials also say plans to
trim U.S. troops in South Korea would

Kerry

not give North Korea an advantage.
Military officials have said that ad-
vances in U.S. military firepower and
a stronger South Korean military
mean there can be more military
power in the south with fewer soldiers.

In response to Kerry’s criticism, the
Bush campaign released a list of state-
ments from Republican senators,
former military officers and others
praising the president’s proposal as es-
sential to fighting new threats facing
the United States.

“John Kerry’s opposition to troop re-
alignment demonstrates a back-
ward-looking view that blindly em-
the status quo and ignores the
realities of the post-9/11 world,” said
retired Gen. P.X. Kelley, who com-
manded the Marine Corps from
1983-1987.

Kerry received a polite if not over-
whelmingly positive reaction from the
'VFW. Large portions of the crowd ap-
plauded with each promise to protect
veteran’s benefits and with many
points he made about Iraq and terror-
ism. But there was a clear divide, with
scores of veterans sittings with their
arms folded while others clapped.

One man heckled Kerry, calling him
a liar, as VFW sergeants at arms ad-
monished him.

“I'll say it myself. He’s a liar,” said
John Ranson of Fort Thomas, Ky., a
S57-year-old Vietnam War veteran who
sat a few feet away from the heckler.

But there was no shortage of Kerry
supporters, including some who voted
for Bush in 2000. “He’s got a mess
overseas,” Dale Hall, 49, of Franklin
Park, 11, said of Bush. “I stand behind
the troops, of course, but he’s not done
a good job.”

Move: Soldier: ‘I want my family to go with me wherever I go’

MOVE, FROM PAGE 3

“Being able to travel in Europe
makes it worthwhile. We don’t
have any kids,” Minniti said. “But
for me, being with my husband is
more important. I would prefer
losing my job than not being with
my husband.”

Spc. Thomas Renner, who is
married and has a 2-year-old
daughter, wants his family to be
wherever he is — be it in Europe
or the States.

“I want my family to go with

me wherever I go, except a war
zone,” he said. “Even two months
is too long to be away from them,”
said Renner, referring to the pos-
sibility that in the future, troops
may deploy from the States to re-
mote bases in Eastern Europe for
months at a time.

“It’s going to be terrible if we
leave,” said Dorshimer’s Army
buddy, Pfc. Matthew Mitchell.
“Germany is an amazing place.”

Brandi Hennessy’s husband
left the Army “because of the
time he was spending away from

home,” she said of Spc. Neal Hen-
nessy, last with the 1st Armored
Division in Germany. “I know
that we would rather move more
often, than have him deployed
more. To me, it'’s more important
that our family is together than
we stay in the same place.

“We loved living in Germany,
and would do it again in a heart-
beat. I think that having a home
base is a good idea, but that there
are other things the Army could
do first to make military life with
a family better.

“For one, more training at their
home base. My husband was in-
fantry, and his unit spent the vast
majority of their days on post
mowing lawns, cleaning barracks
and playing video games in single
soldiers’ rooms. If there was bet-
ter leadership and better plan-
ning, a lot of the training that sol-
diers are sent away for could be
done at home.

“Home base would force the
Army to send them away from
home more often,” said Hen-
nessy, who now lives in Visalia,

Calif. “I personally would rather
spend a few years in Germany,
and have my husband there with
me most of the time, than spend
his entire career in the U.S. and
have him miss our children grow-
ing up. Six months is a long time
in the life of a toddler. My hus-
band missed our son’s first birth-
day, first steps, first words and
many more firsts.”

Steve Liewer and Kevin Dougherty
Contributed to this report.

E-mall Sandra Jontz at

mil and Lisa Horn at:
.osd.mi
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Al-Sadr reportedly agrees to Najaf peace deal

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN AL-OBEIDI
The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — Radical Shiite cleric Mu-
qtada al-Sadr accepted a peace plan
Wednesday to end fighting in Najaf that
would disarm his militiamen and remove
them from a holy shrine where they are
hiding out, according to an al-Sadr spokes-
man. However, al-Sadr wanted to negoti-
ate how the deal would be implemented.

The cleric’s decision came just hours
after Iraqi Defense Minister Hazem
Shaalan said the government was pre-
pared to raid the revered Imam Ali shrine
as early as Wednesday to root out the mili-
tants.

The agreement could spell the end of the
two-week resurgence of violence in this
holy city that has enraged many of the coun-
try’s majority Shiites and posed the great-
est test yet for the fledgling government of
interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi.

The cease-fire deal was presented to
al-Sadr’s aides in Najaf on Tuesday by an
eight-person delegation sent by the Iraqi
National Conference, meeting in Baghdad.
Al-Sadr himself declined to meet with the
mediators. The proposal the

cleric’s militia drop its arms, withdraw
from the shrine and transform itself into a
political party in exchange for amnesty.

Sheik Hassan al-Athari, an official at
al-Sadr’s office in Baghdad said the cleric
had agreed to the plan but wanted the dele-
gation to return to Najaf to negotiate how it
would be implemented and to ensure his
militants would not be arrested. He said
al-Sadr had other, more minor conditions,
but did not elaborate.

The Bush administration reacted cau-
tiously to reports of al-Sadr’s agreement to
the deal.

Iragi authorities also are pressing the
cleric to limit his participation in public
life in Iraq to peaceful use of the political
process, State Department deputy spokes-
man Adam Ereli said.

“Whether al-Sadr accepts that and fol-
lows through on lhal is something that re-
mains to be seen,” Ereli said.

There is no indication yet that the militia
are withdrawing, Ereli said. “Obviously,
we would welcome such a move, and it’s
critical to restoring calm in Najaf,” the
spokesman said.
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U.S. soldiers run through a school courtyard during a gunbattle with insurgent snipers
near the cemetery in Najaf, Iraq, on Wednesday. Fighting in Najaf continued despite
reports Wednesday that radical cleric Mugtada al-Sadr agreed to a cease-fire deal.

Al-Sadr has made contradictory state-
ments in the past, and a previous cease-fire
with his Mahdi Army militia that ended a
spring uprising two months ago collapsed
two weeks ago into street battles through-
out the city.

Clashes marked by gunfire and explo-
sions continued in Najaf even after the
agreement was announced Wednesday.
Fighting in Najaf has killed six people and
wounded 23 others since Tuesday morn-
ing, Hussein Hadi of Najaf General Hospi-
tal said Wednesday.

The U.S. military says the fighting in
Najaf has killed hundreds of militants,
though the militants deny that. Eight U.S.
soldiers and at least 40 Iraqi police have
been killed as well.

The gathering in Baghdad of more than
1,000 religious, political and civic leaders

z Support

» INSTALLATION

was extended a fourth day into Wednesday
because of disagreements over how to elect
aNational Council, which is to act as a watch-
dog over the interim government until elec-
tions in January. Smaller groups argued
they would not have enough of a voice.

In other developments:

M In volatile Anbar Province, a Marine
with the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force
was killed in action Tuesday durmg “secu-
nty and stability operations,” the military

reported. In Basra, one British soldier and
one militant were reported killed in fight-
ing.

W Turkey Foreign Minister Abdullah
Gul said one of two Turkish truck drivers
Kidnapped over the weekend in Iraq has
been rescued and was returning home.
Mustafa Koksal was abducted Saturday
near Mosul after delivering bottle water to
a U.S. base in Baghdad.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, 943 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died since the beginning of
military operations in Iraq in March
2003, according to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 703 died as a result of
hostile action and 240 died of nonhostile
causes.

The British military has reported 64
deaths; Italy, 18; Spain, 11; Poland,
seven; Bulgaria, six; Ukraine, six; Slova-
kia, three; Thailand, two; and Denmark,
El Salvador, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia
and the Netherlands have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 805 U.S.service-
members have died — 594 as a result of
husule action and 211 of nonhostile caus-

The latest deaths reported by the mili-

l ‘A US. soldier was killed Monday in
a series of grenade and explosives at-
tacks in eastern Baghdad.

M A Marine was killed in action Tues-
day in Anbar province.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

Killed Stunday by hostile fire in Najaf,
Irag; assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 12th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division,
Fort Hood, Texas:

W Army “nd Lt. James Michael Goins,
23 Bonner Springs, Kan.

W Army Spc. Mark Anthony Zapata,
27, Edinburg, Texas.

Killed Sunday in Anbar province; as-
signed to the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton Calif.:

B Marine Pfc. Fernando B. Hannon,
19, Wildomar, Calif.
Marine Pfc. Geoffrey Perez, 24, Los
Angeles.

MPs fatally shoot 2 detainees
to stop brawl at Abu Ghraib
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BY TODD PITMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. military po-
lice shot and killed two detainees
and wounded five others in an ef-
fort to put down a massive brawl
that broke out at the

risked being killed by fellow in-
mates, he said.

“Adetermination was made
that if lethal force wasn’t used,
this detainee was going to be
killed,” Johnson said. “So lethal
force was used in the form of
aimed shot: inst those most in-

notorious Abu Ghraib prison facil-
ity west of the Iraqi capital, the
military said.

Troubles began when several
detainees attacked another in-
mate with rocks and tent poles in
a fight that quickly escalated,
drawing in 200 inmates at a tent-
ed detention camp within the
sprawling compound, said Lt.
Col. Barry Johnson, the U.S. mili-
tary’s spokesman for detention op-
erations in Iraq.

Detainees hurled rocks at U.S.
soldiers, ignoring “verbal warn-
ings” and then a volley of rubber
bullets from U.S. military police,
Johnson said.

The military decided to use le-
thal force because one detainee

volved in the direct violence
against the individual who was
being attacked.”

One of the detainees was killed
on the spot and a second, critical-
ly wounded, died of his wounds
later at a military hospital.

It was not known what caused
the fight.

Abu Ghraib was at the center of
a scandal over allegations that
American prison guards abused
Iraqi detainees. The scandal
broke in April when photographs
of hooded and naked prisoners
were made public, unleashing a
torrent of international criticism.

U.S. authorities have released
thousands of detainees from Abu
Ghraib in the last several months.
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Whistleblower may be

in protective custody

Family: Darby got threats
for revealing Iraq abuse

BY DAVID DISHNEAU
The Associated Press

HAGERSTOWN, Md. — The
Army reservist who tipped off in-
vestigators to abuse of Iragi pris-
oners by his fellow soldiers is in
protective military custody be-
cause of death threats, family
members said Tuesday.

Spe. Joseph M. Darby, 24, re-
ceived the threats
after his role in
the scandal was

&k People were —

The Associated Press.

Seven members of Darby’s
unit, the 372nd Military Police
Company of Cresaptown, have
been charged with abusing de-
tainees at Abu Ghraib prison
near Baghdad last fall. One of
them, Spe. Jeremy C. Sivits, has
pleaded guilty and been sen-
tenced to a year in prison.

Darby testified by telephone
Aug. 6 at a pretri-
al hearing for
Pfc. Lynndie En-

publicly revealed they were gland. He said he
in May, his sis- . agonized  over
ger--(:;—lawl,l ng' mean, Saying  whether to turn
ine Carroll, said. in photos of his
Carroll said in a he was a follow Soldiers
telephone  inter- ; ts, but ultimate-
view from her  Walking dead Ty did 50 bocmuse
home in Windber, man, he was he feared the mis-
Pa, that she . treatment would
doesn’t  know walking continue.
where Darby is, .
nd she refusedts  around with a On  Monday,

put a reporter in
touch with his

bull’s-eye on

Carroll appeared
on ABC televi-
sion’s “Good

wge, _Bexénadetﬁfz his head. It Morning Ameri-
who is Carroll's o ca” with Berna-
sister. was scary. ¥ e Darby, who

Darby’s moth- Maxine Carront _ Séid she was sur-

er, Margaret T.
Blank, of Corrig-
anville, said sol-
diers moved his
and his wife’s belongings out of
their nearby apartment weeks
ago. She said she gets a weekly
call from the Army Reserve’s
99th Regional Readiness Com-
mand “telling me my son’s OK
and my daughter-in-law’s OK,
and that's all I've heard from
them.”

A spokesman for the com-
mand did not return a call from

Sister-in-law of
Spc. Joseph M. Darby

prised by the vi-
cious response of
some friends and

ighbors to
what she considered an act of
bravery.

“People were — they were
‘mean, saying he was a walking
dead man, he was walking
around with a bull’s-eye on his
head. It was scary,” she said.

Carroll said someone wrote
“Iraq” on the fence outside her
home.

1st Cavalry Division GI
awarded the Silver Star

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

A Baghdad-based 1st Cavalry
Division soldier was recently
awarded the Silver Star Medal for
his actions after insurgents am-
bushed his patrol, leaving two sol-
diers dead and five wounded, ac-
cording to a coalition news re-
lease.

Pfc. Christopher Fernandez re-
ceived the medal from 1st Cav
commander Maj. Gen. Peter
Chiarelli during a ceremony Mon-
day.

During the May S ambush, in-
surgents detonated a roadside
‘bomb by the patrol’s last Humvee
and then fired on the soldiers.
The patrol returned fire with
small arms and machine guns.

Fernandez, a Tucson, Ariz.-na-
tive, returned fire with his M-249
squad automatic weapon, stop-
ping only to reload.

Seeing that the damaged Hum-
vee’'s M-240B machine gun
wasn't in use, he ran through
enemy fire to man the gun.

Fernandez used the M-240B to
suppress enemy fire, even though
the damaged gun was burning his
hands. He manned the machine
gun for about 10 minutes until the
dead and wounded soldiers were
evacuated.

This was the first Silver Star
awarded to a 1st Cavalry soldier
during Operation Iraqgi Freedom.
The 1st Cav is based at Fort
Hood, Texas.

E-mail Jason Chudy
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Lawsuit contests extended military service

Attorney argues Congress has not declared war or a state of national emergency

BY DAVID KRAVETS
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A Califor-
nia Army National Guard soldier
sued the military in federal court
over stop loss, which could keep
up to 20,000 Army personnel be-
yond their time of service.

It was the first lawsuit challeng-
ing extended military service fol-
lowing the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

The stop-loss order also was en-
acted during the buildup to the
1991 Persian Gulf War.

The soldier’s complaint comes

as the Army struggles to find
fresh units to serve in Iraq.

Almost every combat unit has
faced or will face duty there or in
Afghanistan, and increased vio-
lence has forced the deployment
of an additional 20,000 troops to
the Iraq region.

The Army says its stop-loss pro-
gram is necessary for a cohesive
military with seasoned personnel,
although it has been criticized as
contrary to the concept of an
all-volunteer military force.

The soldier’s attorneys did not
release his name, age or home-

town to protect his family’s priva-
cy.

“It’s not that John Doe is a cow-
ard by any means,” said the ser-
geant’s San Francisco attorney,
Michael Sorgen on Tuesday.

He said his client, who was also
ordered to stay in Iraq last year
beyond his enlisted commitment,
suffers from post traumatic stress
disorder, and his deployment has
been put on hold.

According to the lawsuit, the
soldier has more than a decade of
service with the Marines, includ-
ing combat in Iraq and Somalia.

Last year, after returning from
Iraq, he agreed to re-sign with a
one-year commitment to the Na-
tional Guard.

But he recently was notified
that his service had been extend-
ed by as much as two years, and
that he could soon be heading to
Iraq for another combat tour, ac-
cording to court documents.

Sorgen said the soldier could
be involuntarily retained in the
military during a time of war or
national emergency, but “Con-
gress has not declared war or a na-
tional emergency.”

The lawsuit notes the Sept. 11
commission’s report said there
was no “collaborative operational
relationship” between terrorists
and Iraq plotting attacks against
the United States.

Lt Pamela Hart, an Army
spokeswoman, said stop-loss is
vital for a strong military.

“When soldiers consider serv-
ing next to one that they've
known, they know the person’s
strengths,” she said. “It’s much
safer and comforting to know you
are serving a war with someone
you can count on.”

No court date has been set.

Alcohol, drug problems lead to private’s jail time

Kitzingen, Germany-based soldier who refused to deploy to Iraq also received bad-conduct discharge

BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — A Kitzin-
gen-based soldier who refused to go to
Iraq because of his alcohol and drug prob-
lems will serve 15 months in jail, a mili-
tary judge ruled Wednesday.

Pvt. Octavious Newton, 20, of the 12th
Chemical Company, pleaded guilty to
charges of failing to show up for duty,
missing a troop movement and using mari-
juana. Judge (Col.) James Pohl, also hand-
ed him a bad-conduct discharge.

“I didn’t want to deploy,” Newton told
the court. “I told my chain of command I'd
been drinking.”

Newton said he grew up in a rough
neighborhood in Atlanta.

As a teenager, he discovered the Army’s
Youth Challenge Program, which helps

&k Pot. Newton has a
serious problem, and
he needs help. He’s 20
years old. He’s got his

whole life in
front of him.9

Capt. Debra Quanbeck
Newton’s attorney

troubled youths earn a high school diplo-
ma and trains them for the military with
drills and physical training.

Newton arrived in Kitzingen, his first
duty post, in late 2002.

His friend, Staff Sgt Octavious Rogers,
described him as a “good, quiet, Soft-5po-
ken” soldier who did his job well.

Newton earned an Army Achievement
Medal for his work at a training exercise
in Grafenwohr.

But, Newton said, he was struggling
with alcohol and drug addiction.

Izsl year he was | demoted for three alco-

d in
he sought help from the Army 's substance
abuse counseling program.

He was put on medication, he said, that
made it difficult to sleep and gave him
vivid nightmares.

Newton, his counselors and his superi-
ors agreed he would attend a six-week
treatment program at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center, if he followed certain con-
ditions.

But he violated a restriction Feb. 7, just
days before his unit’s scheduled deploy-
ment to Iraq.

Nine days later, when his company com-

mander ordered him to go, Newton re-

Left with the rear detachment to face
disciplinary action, he twice failed urinaly-
sis tests after smoking marijuana.

“Pvt. Newton has a serious problem,
and he needs help,” his attorney, Capt.
Debra Quanbeck, told the court, asking
that he be discharged and sent home.

“He’s 20 years old. He’s got his whole
life in front of him.”

The prosecutor, Capt. Sara Holland,
asked that Newton be jailed for longer
than his unit’s scheduled one-year deploy-
ment.

“He refused. He could have gone. He
had no reason not to,” Holland said.

“Plenty of people in his unit didn’t
refuse. They did what they were supposed
to.”

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Messages of Support

Dear Soldier: My name is Melissa. T am 9 years old and |

am in the 3rd grade. 1am so glad people like you are
brave enough to go over to Iraq and fight for freedom and
safety for the world. Thank you for keeping me safe!
We wish to send all of our troops our prayers for a victory
and safe journey home. God Bless.
techs students at Wallace in Haneeville.
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Citizen sues Salvadoran president,
government for sending troops to Iraq

BY DIEGO MENDEZ
The Associated Press

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador
— Aprivate citizen has filed a law-
suit against Salvadoran President
Tony Saca, the Defense Depart-
ment and Congress for agreeing
to send a new contingent of troops
to Iraq, the Supreme Court con-
firmed Tuesday.

Jose Francisco Garcia submit-
ted his complaint on Monday,
hours before the Defense Depart-
ment announced that the 380
troops would not depart on Tues-
day as planned because of a trans-
portation logistical problem.

The Supreme Court did not indi-
cate immediately whether it would
hear the case. The court usually is-
sues such decisions within 15 to 30
days after receiving a petition.

Sending new troops to Iraq en-
dangers citizens because of “pos-
sible repercussions, revenge and
the hate of Islamic radical
groups,” Garcia told a news con-

Sending new
troops to Iraq
endangers
izens because
of “possible
repercussions,
revenge and the
hate of Islamic
radical groups.y?

Jose Francisco Garcia
A private citizen suing
the Salvadoran government

ference Tuesday. “And practical-
ly, even the sovereignty of El Sal-
vador would be in danger.”
Garcia said he also presented a
second lawsuit charging that the
troops’ deployment is unconstitu-
tional under the law, which he
said mandates the armed forces

to protect Salvadoran territory
“not to get involved in the territo-
ry of another country.”

Saca and other principal cabi-
net members were in Los Ange-
les on Tuesday and could not be
reached for comment on either
the lawsuit or the issue of uncon-
stitutionality.

Meanwhile, the third wave of
Salvadoran troops to be sent to
Iraq since August of last year was
on standby Tuesday due to logisti-
cal problems.

Military spokesman Col. Edu-
ardo Figueroa said in an inter-
view late Monday that the air
space over Iraq is restricted and
Salvadoran officials were unable
to coordinate a time for the
planes carrying their forces to
land in Iraq.

The troops are scheduled to go
to the city of Najaf, where fierce
fighting has been taking place be-
tween U.S. and rebel Iraqi forces.
Their mission is to help with re-
building efforts, not to participate
in combat.
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Mistakenly closed breaker
blamed for Burger King fire

Report details circumstances of Aviano Area 1 blaze

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — A
mistakenly flipped breaker switch
apparently triggered the January
fire that destroyed the Burger
King restaurant on base.

Stars and Stripes received three
pages of an Air Force safety investi-
gation into the fire via the mail on
Tuesday. Officials at the Air Force
Safety Center, the releasing author-
ity for the report, said the rest
wouldn’t be released to the public.

But one of the three pages sent
contains a “factual summary of cir-
cumstances.”

It states: “On 12 Jan 04, a (Civil

KENT HARRIS/Stars 2nd Stripes

The Burger King building on Area 1 at Aviano Air Base went up in
flames in January. A recently released safety report say the fire was
triggered hy aworker mistakenly flipping off a breaker switch, which

Engineer electrician
closed an open circuit breaker in
substation #140 triggering a

power outage to several facilities
located on Area 1 at 1325, to in-
clude Burger King. The Burger
King exhaust fan stop extracting
heat and smoke from the broiler
grease extraction system and duct
work.

“A Burger King employee shut
off the gas to broiler unit. Howev-
er, flames in the broiler continued
and ignited the grease dripping
from the hood filters above the boil-
er system. The fire spread through-
out the duct system into the sus-
pended ceiling.”

No injuries were reported in the
fire, which occurred at the end of
the lunch hour. But the
stand-alone structure — valued at
$1.1 million — was destroyed.

The remains eventually were
carted away and a parking lot now
sits on the site, with no evidence
the restaurant — which opened in
1986 — ever existed. In the mean-
time, Area 1 has gained two new
eating options — Subway sand-
wiches and Anthony’s Pizza. Both
opened in a new mini-mall earlier
this summer.

The Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service already operates
another Burger King restaurant on
the flight line area and still is con-
sidering whether it will replace the
restaurant it lost.

In interviews, base officials dis-
cussed the power outage shortly
after the fire but didn’t connect it
at the time to the start of the blaze.

They said the loss of electricity
had thwarted efforts to put the fire
out faster because pumps weren't
working. It took about four hours
to extinguish. Another problem
was a shortage of water pressure,
meaning firefighters couldn’t use
jets from more than one truck at a
time to battle the flames. Both
problems could be helped by the
opening of a new water station —
with backup generators — in Area
2 nearby. But that facility has yet
to open.

Officials at Aviano said they
couldn’t comment on the report,
citing the authority of the safety
center on the matter. The base also
refused to identify the person in-
volved in the incident or state

3rd soldier sentenced
in Ansbach drug case

Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — A
third Ansbach-area soldier has
been sentenced to jail and dis-
charged in connection with an
off-base drug party last March, ac-
cording to the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion’s staff judge advocate.

Cpl. Timothy Vernon, 25, a mili-
tary policeman assigned to the
235th Base Support Battalion,
pleaded guilty to charges of pos-
sessing, using and distributing
marijuana, psilocybin mushrooms
and the party drug Ecstasy, said
Staff Sgt. Connie Fassler, a court
reporter.

Vernon invited two friends, Pfc.
Kirby Smith and Spe. Tyler Swaf-
ford, to his house in Ansbach the
evening of March 6 to play video
games and drink beer, according

to a court document. A female
friend of Swafford’s later allegedly
brought over the mushrooms and
Ecstasy — a_drugcombination
called a “hippie flip” — and mari-
juana. The three soldiers then in-
gested the drugs but were later
turned in by a fourth soldier who
was present but didn’t join in the

party.

Vernon told the court he had
been under stress because of mari-
tal problems and a traumatic re-
cent deployment to Afghanistan,
Fassler said.

Judge (Col) James Pohl sen-
tenced Vernon to four months in
jail and ordered him reduced to
the lowest enlisted rank.

Smith and ~ Swafford, both
court-martialed earlier, each re-
ceived 12-month sentences, demo-
tions to E-1, and bad-conduct dis-
charges.

's exhaust fans from working.

whether judicial or administrative
charges come into play.

In a cover letter included with
the three pages released, Col.
George Clark, staff judge advocate
at the safety center, said Defense
Department and Air Force instruc-
tions prohibit the public release of
analysis, findings and recommen-
dations from safety investigations.

he Italians also investigated
the incident. But Stripes was told
last month that the report wouldn’t
be released until the local prosecu-
tor determined if there were charg-
es to file. And there was no timeta-
ble available on that process.
E-mail Kent Harris at:

Top bombers

Right: An F-15E Strike
Eagle from the 492nd
Fighter Squadron at
RAF Lakenheath, En-
gland, is prepared
Wednesday for its role
in the Excalibur bomb-
ing competition in En-
gland. Squadrons from
Spangdahlem Air Base,
Germany, and Aviano
Air Base, Italy, along
with two from the Royal
Air Force, joined the
48th Fighter Wing at
RAF Lakenheath, in the
competition, which
ends Thursday.

Below: Capt. Jonathan
Laatsch, a weapons

| systems officer, pre-
pares Wednesday for
the Excalibur bombing
competition being held
in England.

PHOTOS BY RON JENSEN/
Stars and Stripes
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Americans growing skeptical of Iraq war

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON ~ —  Nine
months of chaos and casualties in
Iraq since Saddam Hussein’s cap-
ture have taken a heavy toll on
American opinion of President
Bush’s decision to go to war.

Last December, when Saddam
was caught, public support for
Bush’s decision to go to war was
2-to-1 in favor. Now the public is
evenly divided on whether the
war was the right thing to do or
whether it was a mistake.

Older people, minorities, peo-
ple with lower incomes, residents
of the Northeast and Catholics
are among those increasingly
skeptical of the war effort, accord-
ing to Associated Press polling.

These shifts in public senti-
ment reflect the difficulties in
Traq— including a death toll near-
ing 1,000 U.S. soldiers, the violent
insurgency against the new Iraqi
government and U.S. forces and
the failure to find weapons of
mass destruction, which was
among the central justifications
for Bush'’s decision to go to war.

Both Democrats and indepen-

Your future is bright.

Make it brighter. Learn more about the issues that
matter most by reading Stars and Stripes everyday.

personal finance * military pay benefits
educational opportunities and more
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dents lost enthusiasm for the war
during the period since Saddam
was captured. Almost nine in 10
Republicans still say it was the
right thing to do.

Overall, about half in an August
AP-Ipsos poll said they think the
war in Iraq was the right thing to
do. But even some of those people
have doubts about what has hap-
pened since the invasion.

About six in 10 said they feel
President Bush does not have a
clear plan for bringing the Iraq
situation to a successful solution,

In addition, U.S. weapons in-
spectors continue to search but
have found no weapons of mass
destruction.

In the August poll, those most
likely to say the Iraq war was the
right thing to do were Republi-
cans, Southerners, those who
earn more than $50,000 a year
and young adults.

Yét among many different
groups of Americans, a majority
of people now say the war was a
mistake. Those groups include mi-
norities (65 percent), Northeast-
erners (60 percent), D

Skepticism growing over war in Iraq
Last December public support was 2-to-1 in favor of President
Bush and his decision to go to war in Iraq. Now, the public is
evenly divided, according to a recent poll.

Thinking about how things have gone in Iraq since the start
of the war, do you think the United States ...

... made the right decision to go to war []

made a mistake
AUGUST

Al

according to a recent Pew Re-
search Center poll.

The Bush administration has
struggled  since  December
against a violent insurgency in
Iraq that has killed soldiers. A
flare-up of violence in southern
towns in April led to increased
combat operations. A cease-fire
with one militant group recently
fell apan leading to more clashes
in Najaf.

Despite the handover of politi-
cal power to an Iragi interim gov-
ernment on June 30, the U.S. mili-
tary continues to lead the military
fight in Iraq.

(80 percent), people who make
less than $25,000 a year (57 per-
cent) and Catholics (51 percent).

‘The most recent AP-Ipsos poll
of 1,001 adults was conducted
Aug. 3-5 and has a margin of sam-
pling error of plus or minus 3 per-
centage points, larger for sub-
groups like older Americans.

The Iraq question about the
United States’ decision to go to
war was asked of a half sample
with a margin of error of plus or
minus 5 percentage points, and
the other half sample was asked
whether the “Bush administra-
tion” made the right decision to
g0 to war.

Democrat 39%) 19%
Republican 91% 56%

Age group

181029
301039
4010 49
50 to 64

65 and older

NOTE: Poll taken from 488 people between Aug. 3-5; margin of error + 5 percentage
points; for subgroups margin of error slightly larger

SOURCE: Ipsos-Public Affairs for AP
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California Seabees
report for Rota duty

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — Naval Mobile Construc-
tion Battalion Four has arrived in
Rota for its regularly scheduled
European deployment, while
more than 200 of the unit’s Sea-
bees will head to Iraq.

The Port Hueneme, Calif.-
based battalion moved into Camp
Mitchell last week, taking over
for the Gulfport, Miss.-based
Naval Mobile Construction Battal-
ion 74.

Seabee battalions rotate in and
out of Rota every six or seven
months.

Battalion Four also will send

smaller detachments to various
spots around Europe and the Ba-
hamas during the six-month de-
ployment, including Sigonella,
Sicily; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba;
and Souda Bay, Crete, according
to a news release.

Some of the projects in Rota in-
clude work on a running track
and soccer complex in addition to
starting a shoreline gap project.

In Iraq, the unit will work on re-
construction and humanitarian
aid projects as part of Operation
Iraqi Freedom II.

The battalion will be gone from
its homeport until February,
when Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion One takes over.

Bletchley Park’s USA Day
celebrates American culture

Stars and Stripes

MILTON KEYNES, England
— Several events are planned to
celebrate USA Day at Bletchley
Park, the home of World War IT
codebreakers who cracked the
complex German Enigma code.

The American Garden Trail at
the park will be opened as part of
the events that start at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday.

In addition, baseball and Amer-
ican football — complete with
cheerleading — will be played.
And American food such as hot-
dogs and Cajun chicken will be
available, along with buttermilk
pancakes and popcorn.

The trail features several trees
that are well-known to Ameri-
cans. It starts at a giant sequoia
tree, symbol of California, which

was planted in front of the park
mansion in Victorian times. The
trail also features an orange tree
from Florida and a lilac tree from
New Hampshire.

American jitterbug dancers
will perform, and American clas-
sic cars will be displayed.

The park was a vital part of the
Allied victory during World War
11 According to the park’s Web
site, it was here that codebreak-
ers, who were given no chance to
break the code, used the world’s
first computer to accomplish the
impossible and shorten the war,
historians believe, by two years.

Up to 10,000 people worked at
the park during the war, but it
was emptied by 1946.

More information is available
at the Web site: www.bletchley-
park.org.uk.
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Senators
seek intel
leadership
changes

BY KATHERINE PFLEGER
SHRADER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Two influen-
tial Senate Republicans are put-
ting forward competing proposals
to change the intelligence commu-
nity’s leadership structure, de-
spite words of caution from top
Pentagon officials.

As Congress works through the
August recess to consider recom-
mendations from the Sept. 11
commission, congressional aides
said Senate Intelligence Chair-
‘man Pat Roberts, R-Kan., and oth-
ers on the committee may have
legislation drafted as soon as this
week to create a new national in-
telligence director — with power
to control budgets and hire and
fire personnel.

A strong intelligence chief,
along with a new National Coun-
terterrorism Center, were the
leading recommendations from
the commission’s report, released
last month. The intelligence direc-
tor would almost certainly take
authority away from the Defense
Department and CIA.

However, another powerful
voice — Senate Armed Services
Chairman John Warner, R-Va. —
suggested Tuesday that the CIA
director’s position could be elevat-
ed, putting that person on par
with Cabinet members. Warner
has urged caution in the reform
debate, saying changes must en-
sure military commanders can
have confidence in the intelli-
gence they rely on.

“I personally want to proceed,
but with great caution, and do
what we can to strengthen this
system,” Warner said, adding
that he wants to cause “hopefully
no turbulence or disruption in the
intelligence system that now — I
think — serves this nation reason-
ably well.”

The tide, however, seemed to
be turning against letting the Pen-
tagon retain sole control of most
of the nation’s largest intelligence
agencies and toward following
the Sept. 11 commission’s sugges-
tion that the country needs a high-
er-ranking intelligence director.

Details of how the proposed na-
tional intelligence director’s job
would work remain undecided.
Lawmakers plan to hold over a
dozen hearings this month alone,
including a closed House Intelli-
gence Committee session Wednes-
day morning.

At a Senate Armed Services
hearing Tuesday, Defense Secre-

ary Donald Rumsfeld offered a
“cautionary note.”

“It's important that we move
with all deliberate speed. We
need to remember that we are
considering these important mat-
ters, however, while we are wag-
ing a war,” Rumsfeld said. “If we
‘move unwisely and get it wrong,
the penalty would be great.”

Charley’s dangerous aftermath

Officials worry deaths,
injuries will climb as
residents begin cleanup

BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
The Associated Press

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Bill Nylander sur-
vived Hurricane Charley, but the storm still
managed to hurt him days after it destroyed
part of his hometown.

Nylander burned his leg while trying to re-
pair his roof in the heat of the sun. The
68-year-old retiree needed treatment Tues-
day at a medical center set up in four tents out-
side a hospital closed for repairs.

Until the electricity hums again and the de-
bris is cleared, health officials are worried
that there could be more deaths and injuries
in the aftermath of Hurricane Charley than
during the storm itself.

“We’re seeing lacerations, injuries post-hur-
ricane,” said critical care nurse Karen Mulv-
aney. “A lot of people are coming here now be-
cause people are now returning to their
homes.”

In addition to injuries, residents are being
sickened by eating spoiled food and contami-
nated water. They are skipping their prescrip-
tion drugs and, with no air conditioning and
with window screens blown away, exposing
themselves to mosquitoes carrying diseases
such as West Nile virus.

“It really gets back to getting electricity as
soon as possible because that’s going to solve
a lot of problems,” said Tommy Thompson,
secretary of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. “Right now there are a
lot of heart attacks in people who are going
out and cleaning out their property.”

On Wednesday, Sanibel Island was reopened
to permanent residents for the first time since
it was evacuated before the hurricane.

Roads had been cleared of storm debris but

AP

Florida National Guard Sgt. Jose Irizary of Daytona Beach, Fla., loads free ice into a car trunk for
aresident of Charlotte County, Fla., on Tuesday at a comfort station in Punta Gorda. Victims of
Hurricane Charley have been given free water, ice, roof tarps and portable toilets.

there was no power or drinkable water on the
barrier island of about 6,000 residents.

Sanibel Mayor Marty Harrity said most of
the damage to the island’s homes was cosmet-
ic, involving missing shingles and shutters
and loss of shrubbery and other landscaping.

“People are smiling — they’re getting the
opportunity to come back and see their
homes,” Harrity said by phone.

The U.S. death toll rose Tuesday from 19 to
20, when an 86-year-old man who had evacuat-
ed his home fell and died in a motel. Officials
in Charlotte County said three new deaths
may be linked to the aftermath of Charley —
victims of a crash Monday at an intersection

where the traffic lights were not working.
Charley also killed four people in Cuba and
one in Jamaica.

For thousands of Floridians, Tuesday was a
day when services cut off by Charley’s ram-
page Friday were being gradually — and spo-
radically — restored. Federal disaster assis-
tance money began flowing, state officials
cracked down on price gouging and postal
workers handed out mail.

About 493,000 people remained without
power Tuesday, state officials said, holding to
predictions it could take weeks to fully restore
electricity. Nearly 100,000 still lacked local
phone service. Storm damage was estimated at
as much as $11 billion to insured homes alone.

Translation errors cast doubt
on case against mosque leader

BY MICHAEL VIRTANEN
The Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — A key piece of evidence
against a jailed mosque leader accused of sup-
porting terrorism has come into question,
with federal prosecutors acknowledging that
a note found in a terrorist camp may have
been mistranslated.

Yassin Muhiddin Aref is charged with aid-
ing a government informant in a sting opera-
tion involving a fake plot to buy a shoul-
der-fired missile to assassinate a Pakistani
diplomat.

The translation discrepancy stems from a
notebook that the FBI said was found in a ter-
rorist camp in northern Iraq last summer.

The indictment said an entry in Arabic
script referred to Aref as a “commander” and
listed his former address and phone number
in Albany.

However, FBI translators now have a copy
of the original entry and disagree with the ear-
lier conclusion, saying the word was in the
Kurdish language, not Arabic, and actually
means “brother,” prosecutors told the judge
in a letter.

Aref is the imam of the Masjid As-Salam

mosque in Albany. Also charged earlier this
month in the sting operation was Mohammed
Mosharref Hossain, 49, one of the mosque’s
founders.

The notebook was cited last week by Magis-
trate David Homer as part of his rationale for
refusing to set bail for Aref.

Defense attorneys say the translation error
undermines the entire government case, and
that both men should get out on bail.

“It’s a travesty,” lawyer Terence Kindlon
said.

U.S. Attorney Glenn Suddaby said authori-
ties are not yet sure which translation is cor-
rect, but said it doesn’t change the case.

“It doesn’t change their behavior. It doesn’t
change the significance of where this note-
book was found,” he said Tuesday.

Aref, a native of Kurdistan, and Hossain,
who is from Bangladesh, face up to 70 years in
prison if convicted.

Also Tuesday, prosecutors said they would
try to restrict the release of some information
relating to the case.

“The United States believes that disclosure
of this material would raise issues of national
security that the court should address before
any of this material is provided to the de-
fense,” Suddaby said in a court filing.

Casino considered near Disney

GARDEN GROVE, Calif. — City officials
have talked to casino developer Steve Wynn
about building an Indian casino and resort
just blocks from Disneyland.

The city, located in Orange County, is con-
sidering selling as much as 45 acres to the
Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians, a San
Diego County tribe that wants to build a re-
sort with shopping, restaurants and live enter-
tainment comparable to Las Vegas.

Casino industry analysts and local officials
said they don’t believe the deal would be ap-
proved. Already, there is significant opposition.

‘Blair Witch’ crewmember dies

MIAMI — Neal Fredericks, the cinematog-
rapher of the low-budget but successful hor-
ror film “The Blair Witch Project,” died in a
plane crash while filming a movie over the
Dry Tortugas, his agent said. He was 35.

Divers recovered Fredericks’ body inside
the submerged plane Sunday, a day after the
crash about 70 miles west of Key West.

he pilot of the single-engine Cessna and
three other members of his film crew escaped
and were rescued, the Coast Guard said.

Fredericks collaborated with writers Edu-
ardo Sanchez and Daniel Myrick on “The
Blair Witch Project,” an intense, atmospheric
horror movie.

The 1999 film, shot with hand-held camer-
as, was hailed as a low-budget-to-blockbuster
success story, made for almost nothing while
grossing more than $240 million worldwide at
the box office.

From The Associated Press
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President Bush holds up a cheese platter that he purchased while
visiting the Cady Cheese Factory on Wednesdy in Wilson, Wis.

More education aid
vowed for reservists

The Associated Press

CHIPPEWA FALLS, Wis. —
Hoping to gather enough support
in northwestern Wisconsin to
turn the state his way in Novem-
ber, President Bush said Wednes-
day he will push for extra educa-
tion benefits for National Guard
members and reservists.

Men and women who have “put
their jobs on hold” to serve their
nation deserve support in return,
Bush told hundreds of support-
ers.

Bush said he would increase
monthly education benefits for
National Guard members and re-

servists who have been on active
duty for more than 90 consecu-
tive days.

The proposal came with the
race between Bush and Demo-
crat John Kerry extremely close
in Wisconsin. Bush lost the state
by fewer than 6,000 votes four
years ago.

The Kerry campaign said there
have been problems with pay and
other matters for National Guard
troops during the Bush adminis-
tration. Spokesman Phil Singer
said, “We need a president who is
committed to protecting National
Guard and reservists every day,
not ]ust m the days before the
election.”

Messages of Support

‘We are eternally grateful for your sacrifice to ensure our

freedom and our way of life,

You are in our thoughts every

minute and we constantly pray for your \af:lv and for your

speedy return to your friends and

ice member
I:'r.'lr.'nu»: is invaluable

During the month of September, Def

the Pentagon Chan

rm found at

please fill up th

www.defendamerica.milforms/CallAction.html|
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Powell sort of keeps distance

BY BARRY SCHWEID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell is walking a thin line between boosting his boss
for ion and intaining a it is-
tance from the rough and tumble of election-year
politics.

Probably rounding out his last months as a promi-
nent public servant, Powell has declared he is
obliged as secretary of state not to engage in “paro-
chial debatc

At the same time, he stoutly defends President
Bush’s policies, including the one on which his con-
test with Democrat John Kerry may turn — the war
in Iraq.

The decision to overthrow Saddam Hussein with
massive U.S. force had Powell’s support — although
he put more emphasis on first taking the case to the
United Nations. And he continues to defend it even
though weapons of mass destruction were never
found in Iraq.

In a speech Monday before the Veterans of For-
eign Wars in Cincinnati, Powell stood squarely be-
hind the president. “A sworn enemy of the United
States,” Powell said, “Saddam Hussein could have
passed on that weapons of mass destruction capabili-
ty to terrorists.”

Kerry, asa U.S.. senalnr voted for the war. But as

id. Bush’s ap-
proach as go-it-alone umlaterallsm that cost the
United States important European support.

e also accuses the president of an inclination to
take pre-emptive action, even while saying he would
not rule out taking such action himself in certain sit-
uation:

Po\vell has publicly disagreed with Kerry’s charac-
terization of Bush’s approach. Is that politicking by
the secretary of state? Or is it expounding on U.S. for-
eign policy, as secretaries of state do even in election
years? It could be a matter of perception. Still, Pow-
ell, on the advice of the White House, will skip the Re-
publican National Convention, which no sitting secre-
tary of state in recent memory has attended.

Henry A. Kissinger, having served as secretary of
state for Republican Presidents Nixon and Ford,
spoke at the 1980 GOP convention that nommaled

in July , said Monday that
he stood squarely behind President Bush when he
said Saddam Hussein could have passed on
weapons of mass destruction capability to terrorists.

that the platform Reagan ran on opposed arms con-
trol agreements with the Soviet Union that Kissing-
er had supported.

State Department spokesman Adam Ereli said
last week that “on White House instruction, Secre-
tary Powell as well as others among the Cabinet,
will not attend” the Republican convention, which
opens Aug. 30 in New York City.

“This is in keeping with past practice,” he said.

And so it is, so far as secretaries of state are con-
cerned.

But being in Bush’s Cabinet does not automatical-
ly disqualify officers from campaigning.

Commerce Secretary Donald Evans, who was
Bush’s campaign chairman in 2000, will attend the
convention, spokesman Ron Bonjean said. Educa-
tion Secretary Rod Paige is scheduled to speak at

Ronald Reagan against D

Jimmy Carter.

Kissinger slashed at Carter, accusing his adminis-
tration of “drift, confusion, retreat and weakness in
our foreign pohcy

He also described Carter’s approach to world
problems as “diplomacy of incoherency.” No matter

the Paige, who is black, is expected to
make the case that Bush’s education agenda helps
poor and minority children.

With the economy rivaling Iraq as the most deci-
sive issue in the Bush-Kerry race, Treasury Secre-
tary John Snow is campaigning for the president in
states where the contest is close.

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Just a few
miles from a Texas office where
President Bush served as state
governor, a panel of religious ex-
perts weighed a question with rel-
evance to many people of faith:
How would Jesus vote? It's a com-
plex topic that can’t be boiled
down to simple political terms,
said religious leaders who attend-
ed a Texas Faith Network confer-
ence in Austin on Tuesday.

James C. Moore, co-author of a
‘book on Bush’s presidency, drew

laughter and applause when he
offered his view to the moderate
to left-leaning crowd of about
250 clergy and lay leaders.

“If ever there were a bleed-
ing-heart liberal, it was Jesus
Christ,” Moore said at Congrega-
tion Agudas Achim synagogue.
“I think the carpenter from Gali-
lee was the original Democrat.”

As the November presidential
election nears, many at the con-
ference voiced concerns that the
conservative religious right dom-
inates discussions of faith and
‘morality in American politics.

Faith leaders: How would Jesus vote?

They complained that issues
such as abortion and gay mar-
riage seem to take priority over
hunger, corporate crime and
even the war in Iraq.

“The sound bites and the head-
lines have co-opted people of
faith,” said the Rev. Tom Heger,
pastor of St. John's Presbyterian
Church in Manchaca, south of
Austin. “It would be a surprise to
a lot of folks to discover that
there are some very faithful, reg-
ular church attendees who
aren’t going to vote for Bush.”

In N.Y., Nader backers file to put him on ballot

BY MARC HUMBERT
The Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — Supporters of Ralph Nader’s in-

sai
that they had filed enough petitions with the state to
put him on the New York ballot.

In New York, independent candidates for state-
wide office must submit petitions containing the sig-
natures of at least 15,000 registered voters to qualify
for the November ballot.

“The campaign submitted more than 27,500 signa-
tures,” said Mark Dunlea, a state Green Party lead-
er assisting the Nader effort.

Should the Nader petitions be certified as valid on

Sept. 27 by the state Board of Elections, he would be
on the state ballot as the candidate of the specially
created Peace and Justice Party.

Unlike some battleground states, Nader is not ex-
pected to be a factor in the New York election where
polls show Democratic challenger John Kerry with
alarge lead over President Bush in the battle for the
state’s 31 electoral votes.

As the Green Party’s candidate for president in
2000, Nader collected just 244,030 votes in New
York, compared to 4.1 million for Democrat Al Gore
and 2.4 million for Bush.

The deadline for filing independent party peti-
tions for the November election in New York was
Tuesday.
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British court
orders terror
suspects held

BY JILL LAWLESS
The Associated Press

LONDON — Eight men accused of plotting to com-
mit murder and cause mayhem with radioactive mate-
rials, toxic gases, chemicals or explosives appeared in
court Wednesday in a case linked to a U.S. terror alert
this month

None of them entered a plea; they were ordered
held in custody until a court appearance next week

Among the defendants was an alleged senior
al-Qaida operative also charged with scouting promi-
nent financial targets in the United States, including
the New York Stock Exchange, the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund.

Prosecution lawyer Sue Hemming said all eight sus-
pects were motivated by “a strong and deeply held ide-
ology” and were willing to carry out extreme acts.

Hemming said police have around a hundred com-

puters and thousands of files to examine as part of

what looms as a long and complex investigation.
“We've only hit the tip of the iceberg as far as a lot
of this evidence goes,” she told the high security Bel-
marsh Court in south London.
Kirsten Johnson, speaking for lawyers r

AP

An armed British police officer looks through the
gates of the high security Belmarsh Court in London,
as a van carrying terror suspects waits to enter the
innner complex Wednesday.

One defendant, Dhiren Barot, 32, was charged with

sing reconnaissance plans for the New York
Stock Exchange, the International Monetary Fund,
and the Citiroup and the Prudential buldings and

six of the defendants, said outside court that “the
charges will be fully contested” but “it would be inap-
propriate to comment further at this stage.”

The charges, filed Tuesday after two weeks of inter-
rogation, for the first time officially linked the Aug. 3
arrests_across Britain and a series of arrests last
month in Pakistan to the Aug. 1 terrorism alerts sur-
rounding the New York Stock Exchange and Citi-
. onal Monetary
Fund and the World Bank buildings in Washington,
and the Prudential Financial Inc. building in Newark,
NJ.

with information
on explosives, pnmm chemicals and related matters.

A'USS. official in Washington, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said Barot is the suspected al-Qaida fig-
ure previously identified as Abu Eisa al-Hindi or Abu
Musa al-Hindi.

Barot was described as a trusted senior al-Qaida op-
erative who was sent in early 2001 to do surveillance
on possible economic and “Jewish” targets in New
York on the orders of al-Qaida chief Osama bin
Laden, according to U.S. interrogations of Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed, the mastermind of the attacks on
Sept. 11, 2001.

Testimony links Hamburg
defendant to 9/11 hijacker

Bomb defused near
site of visit between
Blair and Berlusconi

BY AIDAN LEWIS
The Associated Press

ROME — Police defused a
bomb in a town near Prime Minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi’s villa on the
island of Sardinia on Wednesday
shortly after British Prime Mi
ter Tony Blair finished a visit
there with the Italian leader.

Police official Giovanni Lopres-
to, speaking by telephone from
the Sardinian city of Olbia, said
‘bomb-disposal experts found and
defused a device containing dyna-
mite, a fuse and a timer near a
trash can in Porto Rotondo, a few
miles from the villa. The bomb
was set to explode at 4:30 a.m.
local time, police said.

It was discovered after a tip-off
from a radical leftist group. Au-
thorities said they did not believe
the device was directed at Blair,
who left Sardinia several hours
before it was set to go off. The ex-
plosive had a potential deadly
range of about 11 yards, they
said.

A caller claiming to be from an
extremist group called the Prole-
tarian Groups for Communism
phoned in a warning to the is-
land’s Unione Sarda newspaper
late Tuesday, saying the organiza-
tion had planted two bombs, said
Patrizia Mozzi, a journalist from
the paper.

Mozzi said the caller gave the
location of only one device. She

Pentagon

CHANNEL

said the caller told her, “We prom-
ised a summer of fire and this is
the response to Berlusconi. War
against war” — an apparent refer-
ence to Italy’s role in the Iraq con-
flict, which leftist groups here
fiercely opposed.

Ttaly’s ANSA news agency re-
ported earlier that two explosive
devices had been found, but Lo-
presto, the police official, insisted
only one was discovered.

Proletarian Groups for Commu-
nism has claimed responsibility
for several attacks in recent

ars, generally aimed at conser-
Vative politicians, businesses and
union officials. It is one of several
domestic political terror groups
that have plagued Italy for de-
cades.

Blair left Sardinia on Tuesday
evening after a two-day visit at
Berlusconi’s villa, returning to
Tuscany where his family is vaca-
tioning. Berlusconi’s villa is on
the northeastern coast of Sardin-
ia, near Porto Rotondo.

Security was tight during
Blair’s visit, with police stopping
cars traveling on a road near the
villa for document checks.

Officers with sniffer dogs pa-
trolled the outskirts of the villa.

The measures came amid high
security across the country fol-
lowing a series of threats against
Italy in the name of radical Islam-
ic terror groups. The threats have
been published on Islamic Web
sites.

BY DAVID RISING
The Associated Press

HAMBURG, Germany — A
Moroccan accused of helping
the Sept. 11 suicide hijackers in-
troduced a Sudanese student to
a group around lead pilot Mo-
hamed Atta, whose members
raged against the United States
“because it defends Israel,” the
student testified Wednesday.

Ahmed Maglad, 30, testified
he met defendant Mounir el Mo-
tassadeq while living in Ham-
burg in 1997 and through h1m
met Atta, who he said was “ag-
gressively religious” and was al-
ways trying to “prove some-
thing.”

Maglad told the Hamburg
state court that Atta became
“too much” for him — one rea-
son he changed schools and
moved to Berlin in 1998. In con-
trast, he portrayed el Motassad-
eq as firmly allied with Atta.

“Mounir and Atta didn’t have
any quarrels and Mounir once
suggested when I was of a differ-
ent opinion that I should be
quiet,” Maglad testified.

He said he also knew Ramzi
Binalshibh, the suspected con-

tact between al-Qaida and the
Hamburg cell that included
three of the suicide pilots.

“Everybody spoke out against
the United States because it de-
fends Israel,” Maglad said. The
Hamburg group believed that
“the foundation of Israel was un-
justified, and the Palestinian
conflict was always a topic for
Atta”

El Motassadeq’s retrial began
last week after his conviction
for helping pilots Atta, Marwan
al-Shehhi and Ziad Jarrah was
overturned in March on appeal.

A court ruled then that he was
unfairly denied evidence from
U.S.-held al-Qaida suspects in-
cluding Binalshibh.

When the retrial opened last
week, the court heard U.S. inter-
rogation summaries in which Bi-
nalshibh maintained that only
he and the three Ham-
burg-based suicide pilots — but
not el Motassadeq — knew of
the plot.

Prosecutors hope witness tes-
timony like Maglad’s will offset
those statements by showing
how closely others were in-
volved with the plotters and
their discussions of jihad, or
holy war.
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Defense:

BY AHMED AL-HAJ
The Associated Press

SAN‘A, Yemen — The defense lawyer
representing five men accused of plotfing
the 2000 attack on the American destroyer
USS Cole disputed on Wednesday evi-
dence by the ion in the

al-Rahim al-Nashiri, the sixth defendant
and the alleged mastermind of the attack.

Al-Nashiri is in U.S. custody at an undis-
closed place. Yemeni officials have said
they have asked the United States to hand
him over.

“This insistence is aimed at making my
clients in this case,” he said.

case.
Abdul Aziz al-Samawi, defense lawyer
for the five men, said the evidence present-
ed by the prosecution “lacked credibility”
including the origin of the explosives and
boat used in the bombing.
He also questioned the prosecution’s in-

The prosecutor, Saeed al-Aqel, chal-
lenged al-Samawi’s claim that the Yemeni
government was aware that al-Nashiri was
in U.S. custody and that authorities have
asked for his extradition.

“This is not true. We have fficial doc-
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aware of any official request sent to the
Americans to extradite al-Nashiri to
Yemen.

Al-Nashiri’s court- lawyer, Mo-

Evidence in Cole trial not credible

He also said that a video camera the pros-
ecution said was used to film the attack
was not advanced enough to film the inci-
dent, the distance between the

hammed al-Azali, also disputed the evi-
dence against his client, and urged the
court to dismiss the case.

The Oct. 12, 2000, attack killed 17 Ameri-
can sailors when two suicide bombers
rammed an explosives-laden boat into the
Cole as it refueled in the southern Yemeni
port city of Aden. The attack was blamed
on Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida terrorist
network.

Al

house the alleged bombers used as a hide-
out and the location of the Cole. He also
cited lack of a tape of the bombing as a fur-
ther flaw in the prosecution’s evidence.

The six accused have been charged with
belonging to al-Qaida, forming an armed
gang with the purpose of carrying out
crimes against the state, resisting authori-
ues and forging documents.

i the men could be

uments confirming that he is in U.S. custo-

i said the failed to
present evidence tracing the boat and ex-

sistence on trying

in absentia Abd

dy,” al-Agel said, adding that he was not

plosives used in the bombing to his clients.

to death though that sentence is unlikely.
The trial was adjourned until Aug. 25.

Pakistan ad lists wanted terror suspects

MOST WANTED TERRORISTS

An advertisement of Pakistan’s
six most wanted terrorists is seen
in a Pakistani newspaper Wednes-
day in Islamabad, Pakistan.

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stan published photos Wednes-
day of six terror suspects, includ-
ing a top al-Qaida operative ac-
cused of plotting two attempts to
assassinate the president, and of-
fered large rewards for informa-
tion leading to their arrests.

The advertisement published
in the country’s leading newspa-
pers carried a photograph of Abu
Faraj al-Libbi, a Libyan accused
by President Gen. Pervez
raf of being behind two failed
tempts on his life.

Musharraf escaped unhurt in
both attacks in December, when
terrorists tried to blow up his mo-
torcade on a road near the capi-
tal, Islamabad. The first attack
did not injure anybody, but 17 peo-
ple died in the second attack.

Since then, Pakistani police
and security agencies have been

looking for al-Libbi and other sus-
pects believed responsible for the
two attacks.

On Wednesday, Pakistan of-
fered a reward of $345,000 each
for information leading to the ar-
rest of al-Libbi, believed to be a
top al-Qaida  operative, and
Amjad Hussain, who is best
known as Amjad Faroogj, a Paki-
stani militant who also allegedly
played key role in the two attacks.

Four other suspects whose pho-
tos were published in the newspa-
pers were Mati-ur-Rahman, Qari
FEhsan, Omar Aqdas and a man
identified as Mansoor with an
alias Chota Ibrahim. It was not im-
mediately clear why those four
were being sought and differing
rewards were offered for their ar-
rests.

The advertisement gave no de-
tails about the nature of charges,
saymg only that the men are and

“wanted for acts of terrorism.”

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat addresses a heckler following his
speech to a session of the Palestinian Legislative Council on Wednes-
day at his headquarters in the West Bank town of Ramallah.

d Stripes

Méssages of Support

This is for all of the BRAVE young
service men and women who are in
the Persian Gulf. THANK YOU SO

MUCH for all that you are doing and sacrific-
ing ta defend our freedom. My thoughts are
with all of you every minute of every day. 1
pray for your safe return. Melissa. Raymond,
ME

hi jay, we miss you alat hope your
safe everything is ok at home we
watch the news everyday and night,

we worry about you very much, and i met a
young girl anline with a brother who may be in
your unit his name is j. wilkie we talk alot
about you guys, well better go jay we love you
and proud of you. dad and mom

Guys i love you all and i'am praying
that God will bring you all home
safelll! thank you so much for fight-

ing $0 i can be free-——-my dad fought in world
war Il i was a baby i niever saw him till i was
one and a half years, so i love all you so
veryyyyy much!it godbless you all, betty

Everyone back at home supports the
U5, soldiers in the Middle East so
much, our thoughts and prayers are

flooding ta you. We have yellow ribbons tied
up by the hundreds, and no one can go a few
minutes without seeing an American flag, but
there's always room for morel 1 pray fora
speedy resolution so we can be at peace, but
while you're all there | support Bush and all the
brave souls! K. Pillar. Palmdale, CA

We here at home support our traops.
We live in the greatest country in the
world, America is the people, your

relatives and friends, strangers that depend on
youand the job you do.... and how well you do
it. From our TV reports, we know you have a
tough fight and are doing it well. Fven those of
us who have no confidence in our president
have great confidence in you, God bless you
and God bless America.

We support and love you troops for
your sacrifice and commitment to
God, self and country. Love - The

Boggs Family, Liberty, IN

Arafat responds to
government critics,
admits to mistakes

BY STEVEN GUTKIN
The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Yasser Arafat acknowledged
Wednesday that the Palestinian
Authority has made “mistakes,”
but the rare admission ap-
peared to be aimed more at de-
flecting criticism about his cor-
rupt government than making
real changes.

In a decade at the helm of the
Palestinian Authority, Arafat
has resisted attempts to get him
to fight official corruption, re-
form the security services and
relinquish some of his near-ab-
solute powers. It was difficult to
say how sincere he was in the
vague comments in a televised
speech to parliament, which ap-
parently referred to negligence
in the face of graft and not to the
authority’s role in violence or
Mideast peace negotiations.

“There were wrong practices
in some institutions, and some
misused their positions,” he
said. “There were not enough ef-
forts to strengthen the rule of
law, the independence of the ju-
dicial institutions. .. But we
have begun measures to solve
this.”

In the Gaza Strip, meanwhile,

Israel set off an explosion in an
olive grove near the house of a
senior Hamas activist early
Wednesday, killing five Palestin-
ians — at least four of them mili-
tants — and wounding seven.
The main target of the attack,
Hamas activist Ahmed Jabari,
escaped with light injuries.

Later in the day, Palestinian
militants fired two mortar shells
at the Jewish settlement of Neve
Dekalim in the southern Gaza
Strip, wounding one person, Is-
raeli military sources said.

In his speech to parliament,
Arafat acknowledged there is
some official corruption, said
those engaged in wrongdoing
should be prosecuted and reiter-
ated that he would streamline
the security forces. However, he
gave no specifics.

One of his harshest critics,
former Cabinet minister Abdel
Jawad Saleh, shouted that
Arafat himself was protecting
the corrupt.

Arafat got angry, responding
with an mdlgnant question: “I'm
protecting them?”

Saleh said after the speech
that Arafat is not serious about
reforms and warned there could
be a nonviolent “Palestinian up-
rising against this authority
very soon.”
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EDITOR

Kerry? Incomprehensible

How can anyone in the military, or any-
body that supports the military, even con-
sider wanting Sen. John Kerry as their
commander in chief. Oh, I almost forgot
the fact that he was a “war hero.”

Well, good for him, but how does less
than four months of combat make up for a
lifetime of anti-military actions?

He enlisted in the Navy only after his re-
quest to spend a year studying in Paris
was denied. After his short active-duty
time, he transferred to the Naval Reserve.
In the months that followed, he publicly
spoke out against his country and his
former chain of command. He even attend-
ed anti-war rallies where communist flags
flew high and the American flag was de-
filed and mocked.

He did all of this while serving as an of-
ficer in the Naval Reserve and all in viola-
tion of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice. Some of his speeches, which referred
to his fellow servicemen as war criminals
and compared their actions as “fashion
reminiscent of Genghis Khan,” were even
used during enemy interrogations of our
troops while in North Vietnamese prisoner
of war camps.

As senator, he has constantly voted to
cut funding for most of the weapons and
defense systems that have helped us be-
come the No. 1 military in the world.

may disagree with our current
president, but being in the military, cur-
rently deployed as part of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, I just can’t comprehend voting
for Kerry.

Staff Sgt. Brandon Peterson
Camp Arifian, Kuwait

Because they’re Americans

In reference to Tom Philpott’s article on
infantry recruits (Aug. 8): Perhaps he
should have gone to Fort Benning, Ga.,
and talked with some trainees, instead of
settling for a phone interview with the In-
famry Training Brigade deputy command-

lf 50, he would have found out why com-
bat arms recruiting hasn't dipped. They
are Americans. They understand we are in
a just war. They can't just sit around at
home and wait for the enemy to come to
us. Again. Like their parents and grandpar-
ents before them who served in U.S. Army
Europe or Korea, they understand the best
place to defend America is not on our
coasts, but farther away. They understand
duty and discipline, and are ready to grow
up. They are willing to earn their educa-
tion benefits.

T am proud that my older son is one of
those 20-year-olds going through 11B
training, who knows he will deploy before
his enlistment is over.

Sgt. Maj. Eddie Gilbert
Baghdad

Save cable receipts

T would first like to thank all those trying
to get a situation with the cable taken care
of.

Dooneshury

1T MUST COME FROK
LIVING A LIFE OF NON-
9727/’ REFROVAL FROM

FOI/AID ANOTH?

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Cmmlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

If you are subscribing to cable overseas,
make sure you save proof that you have
paid your bills. While in the usual long line
to pay my cable bill, I overheard several
hot and frustrated customers complaining
and also boasting about how they made
sure they brought their receipts so that
they wouldn't be taken advantage of. 1
didn’t understand what the gripe was
about until 1 got to the register and was
told that my cable was disconnected due to
“lack of payment.”

1 told the cashier that my bill was paid
but was then told that without proof, I was
basically out of luck. I didn’t have my re-
ceipt with me so I had to return the next
day

y.
Upon returning the next morning,
rmed with several receipts, I was treated
a little differently. After waiting almost an
hour though, I was told that my cable
would be restored that evening and they
didn’t know what happened.

My unanswered question is this: How is
it that I have computerized receipts and
yet have to prove I paid the bill to avoid
the reconnection fee and other charges? I
have heard — not just that day in line, but
from others — that this has happened to
them. All I can say is, save your receipts.

Thea Hurt

Wiesbaden, Germany

‘We have gone too far’

Reading the Stars and Stripes made me
shudder at what is happening to our moral
values and our sense of right and wrong.

In one article, a Disney worker was
found innocent of lewd and lascivious mo-
lestation (Aug. 6). Dressed as the cartoon
character Tigger, he was accused of fon-

g a 13-year-old. This person could
have gotten 15 years in prison had he been
convicted.

In the same edition we read about a sol-
dier who received three years and a dis-
charge for snuffing out a cow herder out of
Kirkuk, Iraq.

The first story stated that it appeared
the mother of the “victim” was trying to
sue Disney and that it really did not hap-
pen. The fact remains, had he had a lousy

[ENDS AND ... //E)’/

lawyer, he may have gotten those 15 years.
Strange we accept 13-year-olds running
half-naked down the catwalks throughout
the world selling haute couture.

The second story leaves me aghast.
American soldiers testified that the killer
wanted to shoot an Iragi before the inci-
dent. Two other soldier witnesses stated
that the killer wanted to shoot the cow
herder before the killing occurred. Yet, be-
cause the killer did not know that the cow
herder was handcuffed when he stumbled,
he was not found guilty of unpremeditated
murder, but rather of manslaughter.

What kind of message are we sending?
Lewd and lascivious molestation (he could
not have done very much in front of her
mother and the photographer) can get you
15 years, but shooting an apparent inno-
cent cow herder in the head after you tell
the world you are going to do so gets you
only three years and a discharge, which
may be upgraded to honorable after com-
pletion of his sentence.

We have gone too far. Are our military
courts giving out light sentences because
they know that the lack of moral discipline
in the ranks really comes from the very
top?

Klaus-D. Paul
Kaiserslautern, Germany

Take responsibility, NCOs

I'm writing about my disappointment
with some soldiers here in Iraq. I constant-
ly find myself making several on-the-spot
corrections. I get excuses that range from
“we’re in combat, soldiers are under a lot
of stress here” and, my favorite, “you’re
harassing me.”

I'm a first sergeant who believes we are
building tomorrow’s leaders, and that
well-disciplined units have a higher
chance of survival on today’s battlefield,
the reason being disciplined units do those
little things that fight off complacency.

Our goals as leaders should be to get all
our soldiers back safely, it starts when you
take responsibility for your actions as a

office

when you don't correct deﬁclenc]es you
just started a new standard that may cause
asoldier his life.

Every NCO should read the NCO Vision
and live up to it daily, and only then will
we be on the right path of building tomor-
row’s great leaders. If you feel that this
task is too hard, I recommend you look for
other employmen

'he time is now fur all NCOs to stand to-
gether and live the NCO creed, remember
the part that states, “Officers of my unit
will have maximum time to accomplish
their dulles, they will not have to accom-
plish mine.

The commander put out a policy letter
that should be a challenge to all NCOs be-
cause it talks about standards.

you fail to enforce or maintain stan-
dards, don’t be surprised when high-rank-
ing officers start doing your job for you
And please don’t forget to include your Re-
serve and National Guard troops; police
them up, too.

1st Sgt. Ronald Smiley
Baghdad

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Missing from the campalgn trail: Potholes

BY MARY FITZGERALD
The Washington Post

CHICAGO

he deputy prime minister punches

a man after being pelted with an

egg at a party rally. The voters,

shaken from their campaign tor-

por, cheer as the tussle is replayed on TV.
That same day, the prime minister is ha-
rangued outside a hospital by an angry
voter, and his political rival is forced to

since the Democratic convention, give or
take the odd, rather contrived nod to local
tastes — such as Kerry’s dropping the
name of the local pizza joint or ice-cream
parlor.

Unscripted, genuinely spontaneous mo-
ments are rare — the only one that stands
out is Kerry donning a cowboy hat and a
guitar for an impromptu performance of
“Johnny B. Goode” in Jefferson City, Mo.
Its left mostly to Teresa Heinz Kerry or
the Bush twins to inject color and sass in

abandon after some

turn rowdy. An unlikely farce? No — just
another day in the 2001 British general
election campaign.

By contrast, the U.S. presidential cam-
paign trail is a far more mundane affair, as
seen through the eyes of a visiting journal-
ist from the United Kingdom. With every-
thing so carefully stage-managed and re-
lentlessly on-message, very little is left to
chance. At each rally, the candidates ap-
pear on stage, deliver the standard stump
speech with a few local tweakings, punch
the air and exit stage left to be whisked
away to the next city. So far, so formulaic.

Rarely do Sen. John Kerry and Presi-
dent Bush meet “real people” face to face,
as opposed to crowds of supporters at me-
ticulously organized rallies of the faithful.
And the ever-present phalanx of burly Se-
cret Service agents ensures that anyone
with a gripe or an awkward question is
kept very much at arm’s length. It's all
about the flattering but bland TV shot or
photo opportunity.

On the Kerry-Edwards campaign trail
last week, I was struck by how little the can-
didates deviated from the same speeches
and banalities they've been trundling out

an otherwis

The lack of spontaneity fails to dampen
the crowd’s enthusiasm, however. Far
from it. They laugh uproariously when
Kerry gives his well-worn “John Edwards
was voted Sexiest Politician by People mag-
azine ... I read People magazine” spiel,
though they’ve probably heard it before.

Many people I spoke to at several rallies
were grateful simply to catch a glimpse of
“someone who could be president some-
day,” as one woman put it. It's a far cry
from the skepticism and suspicion on the
campaign trail in the United Kingdom.
Anyone pitching a political candidate with
the constant refrain “Hope is on the way”
would go down like a lead balloon in Bel-

Political journalists back home complain
that it is becoming increasingly difficult to
get access to politicians at election time,
but compared with the United States it’s a
piece of cake.

Daily news conferences are the norm in
Britain, and Prime Minister Tony Blair has
been known to stroll through his campaign
plane and have informal chats with the as-
sembled journalists. No such access here.

Take, for example, Edwards canvassing

with Barack Obama at a Chicago diner the
day after Alan Keyes announced he was
running for the Senate. Much to the report-
ers’ chagrin, they were told that neither Ed-
wards nor Obama would take any ques-
tions on the Keyes-Obama race, despite it
being one of the big political stories of the
day.

News conferences on the presidential
campaign trail are rare and, with the Se-
cret Service acting as a buffer zone be-
tween politicians and reporters, most inter-
action is reduced to listening to the stump
speech delivered umpteen times by the
candidates. That, and consuming the stale
language of news releases.

Much has been made of the influence of
American-style politics on political parties
in Britain, particularly on Blair’s Labor
Party.

Some commentators there lament the
move away from good old-fashioned poli-
ticking in favor of slickly choreographed
campaigns, spin doctors and focus groups.
But as the antics of the 2001 election cam-
paign proved, British politicians and voters
can still relied upon for some
rough-and-tumble on the hustings. Heinz
Kerry would feel right at home.

Fitzgerald, of the Belfast Telegraph in Northern

Ireland, is reporting for The Washington Post as a
Laurence Stern Fellow.

Playing gay card par for governor’s unethical course

BY CAL THOMAS
Tribune Media Services

dd “gayness” to patriotism and re-
ligion as a final refuge for scoun-
drels.

In a remarkable announcement
last Thursday, Democratic Gov. James
McGreevey said he would resign his office
after the November general election be-
cause pressure associated with his homo-
sexuality would not allow him to effective-
Iy do his job.

Disgraced black political figures have
long played the race card to deflect criti-
cism about wrongdoing. Some Republi-
cans have wrapped themselves in the flag
or religion for the same reason. Now we
have a governor playing the “gay card,”
garnished with a little religion — a twofer
in the self-justification Olympics.

McGreevey is indictable — figuratively
and possibly literally — for plenty of things
that have nothing to do with his sexual
practices or his religion. Corruption was
not invented in New Jersey, or by
McGreevey, but it has found a bipartisan
home there.

Start with McGreevey’s reputed “lover,”
Golan Cipel, who claims he is not gay and
was sexually harassed by the governor.
McGreevey put him on the state payroll
with a six-figure salary to look after home-
land security, despite his having no qualifi-
cations for the job.

Cipel is an Israeli citizen and does not
have the proper security clearances to ac-
cess classified documents. McGreevey
aides say that Cipel tried to get $50 million
as a “cash settlement” from the governor,
as well as his approval for a private medi-
cal college in the state.

Then there is William D. Watley. He re-

signed as secretary of the Commerce and
Economic Growth Commission during an
investigation into his former chief of staff
and because of a possible conflict of inter-
est surrounding an $11.5 million govern-
ment loan (which was ultimately canceled)
for construction at the church where Wat-
ley is pastor.
Roger Chugh, a McGre

vors in exchange for $40,000 in campaign
contributions.

Both Gary Taffet, McGreevey’s chief of
staff, and Paul Levinsohn, the governor’s
chief counsel, resigned, and a federal grand
jury is investigating whether their bill-
board company benefited financially from
their government connections. Taffet has
also been charged with insider trading by

aide in 2001, was appointed assistant secre-

the Securities and Exchange Commiss

greater good.” That’s a reference to Ro-
mans 8:28. But McGreevey left out the
rest: “to those who have been called accord-
ing to his purpose.” ..

‘What about McGresVey s current wife (a
former wife left him), who stood beside
him and held his hand? We have seen this
“stand by your man” tableau before, most
recently with Hillary Clinton, but also with
Lee Hart (wife of the wanderer Gary Hart)
and Effi Barry (former wife of the former

tary of state but resigned amid
that he offered special government treat-
ment to businesses and also threatened
businesses in order to raise campaign con-
tributions.

David D’Amiano, a Democratic
fund-raiser, is another person connected to
McGreevey who’s been accused of such
practices. He has been indicted on charges
that he offered a farmer government fa-

All of thns has occurred _during a
i-a-half-year-ol
But in New Jersey, it's usual business.
Taking religious refuge, McGreevey
said he doesn’t believe God deliberately
keeps people down. He’s right. People
make their own choices and benefit, or not,
based on their de
McGreevey then performed a little theo-
logical sleight of hand. He said he believed
that “God enables all things to work for the

D.C., mayor Marion Barry).

How sad to see these women trotted out
to give their husbands moral cover for
their immoral acts. They might as well be
saying, “I'd like to thank my wife for stand-
ing by me and demeaning herself, because
1 have been a jerk with little concern for
HER feelings.”

New Jersey needs a political exorcism,
but in a state run by a Democrat machine,
who can effectively play the integrity card?

Mallard Fillmore
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- Stars and Strip

Defraud charges

ROSSVILLE — A
man was charged
with defrauding major re-
tail stores across the South-
east by changing the univer-
sal product codes on mer-
chandise.

Ricky W. Nation, 41, of
Rossville was arrested
and charged in a
four-state merchan-
dise spree. Officers
confiscated more than 900 pieces
of merchandise worth an estimat-
ed $60,000.

Authorities said Nation changed
the price stickers at stores like
Wal-Mart, Target and Kmart in
Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama and
North Carolina.

“He would get two vacuum
cleaners worth $499 each and put
the UPC code of a $55 cleaner on
one of them,” said Steve Wilson,
the Walker County sheriff. “Then
when he checked out, the clerk
would scan the one with the lower
price twice, and he would leave
with a $1,000 worth of cleaners for
$110.7

Police said Nation, who sold
some of the items on eBay, is an ex-
ample of a career shoplifter.

“They actually take orders and
go and get it,” said Chris Crossen,
the Dalton police department
spokesman.

-

Popcorn choking death

NY VALLEY STREAM — A

3-year-old boy choked to
death while eating popcorn at a
movie theater.

Deontea Riley, of New York
City, was at the Sunrise Multiplex
Cinemas in Long Island’s Valley
Stream watching “Alien vs. Preda-
tor” with his parents and older
brother when he began to choke
shortly before 7 p.m. Sunday, Nas-
sau County police said.

The family all had been eating
from a small tub of popcorn when
Elaine McIntosh, the boy’s mother,
saw that her youngest son was
choking.

His parents rushed him out of
the theater where they performed
the Heimlich maneuver without
success.

“I'was trying everything,” his fa-
ther, Eddie Riley, told the Daily
News in Tuesday’s editions. “I was
trying to put my finger down his
throat. I didn’t feel anything.”

Police arrived shortly afterward
and tried to clear the boy’s mouth
and perform CPR, but he was pro-
nounced dead at Mercy Medical
Center in Rockville Centre.

Kudzu solution

DALLAS — For the past

few weeks, Bill, Vi, Pearl
and Smiley have been contentedly
munching away while enjoying
some of the best views of the Dal-
las skyline.

The four goats are a low-tech so-
lution to a stubborn problem, said
Monte Anderson, whose company,
Options Real Estate, is developing
anew mixed-use center named Dil-
beck Court.

But in the midst of the high-end
restoration and  construction,
Anderson encountered a growing
problem: rampant kudzu, which
has become a major pest plant
throughout the South, covering
trees, utility poles, old cars and

AMER1CAN
ROUNDUP

Election apathy

VENTURA
Nearly
half of Ventura Coun-

ty’s local November elec-
tions are uncontested, in-
. cluding races in nine
school districts, six water
stricts and two city coun-

About 17 percent of mayoral
races and 4 percent of council
races in California go uncon-
tested, according to a 2002
study by a nonpartisan research
group.

nature

even homes.

Dale Groom, Dallas County hor-
ticulturist for the Texas Coopera-
tive Extension service, said live-
stock experts have found that
goats are indeed an effective way
to control kudzu.

Twisting history

MOUNT JEWETT — The

Kinzua Viaduct, a railroad
bridge that was once the longest
and tallest in the world, has been
taken off the National Register of
Historic Places because of a torna-
do that ripped apart the engineer-
ing marvel last July.

But what really bothers state his-
torians is the date on which that de-
cision was made official: July 21,
the one-year anniversary of the tor-
nado whose 94 mph winds toppled
the trestle.

“I was struck when I saw that it
had been removed ... on the exact
anniversary date,” Greg Ramsey,
who works for the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commis-
sion’s Bureau of Historic Preserva-
tion, said Monday.

Officially, the viaduct was re-
moved from the register hecause
the storm damage ruined it's “i
tegrity” — that is, the structuree
soundness and similarity to its orig-
inal condition.

The Rendell administration de-
cided it could not afford an estimat-
ed $45 million to rebuild the
bridge.

Feline savior

Mystic Conn., Fire Lt. Jeremy

Knapp carries to safety one of
many cats rescued from a house
fire in Groton, Conn.

HARRISON TOWNSHIP

— A developer bought a
155-acre forest and wetland that
Macomb County township had
planned to acquire for a nature pre-
serve.

Harrison Township was to pay
$1 million for the property. Devel-
oper Guy Rizzo offered an addition-
al $250,000. Township Supervisor
Mark Knowles said Rizzo told him
he would let residents use the land
for “passive” recreational uses.

Banned T-shirts

WETUMPKA Elmore

County students can no long-
er wear T-shirts bearing the Con-
federate flag, a picture of Malcolm
X or any other emblems that could
be considered offensive.

Students can wear clothing de-
picting the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.

The county Board of Education
voted to change its dress code to ad-
here to its harassment policy, said
James Myers, assistant superinten-
dent. It defines harassment as any-
thing that distracts students or fac-
ulty from completing work.

Impeachment documents

cT HARTFORD — The Con-
necticut Legislature re-
leased more than 85,000 pages of
documents that were used in the
impeachment  investigation of
former Gov. John G. Rowland. The
documents include tax forms, per-
sonal letters, and details of Row-
land’s financial investments.
Legislative attorneys are sifting
through another 400,000 pages of
documents to determine which
should be made public under Con-
necticut’s open government laws.

Cutting flight

HONOLULU — Hawaiian

Airlines has bid aloha to
Molokai, making its last flight to
the island.

Hawaiian announced in June
that it was cutting the only daily
flight to the island because of low
passenger turnout. Commuter air-
lines are expected to pick up Ha-
waiian's passenger and freight
business on Molokai.

Vintage rail cars

KANSAS CITY — Direc-

tors of Union Station hope
a new, permanent attraction of 11
vintage rail cars will bolster flag-
ging attendance at the city’s histor-
ic train depot.

The cars date from the first half
of the 20th century and contain
200,000 items from the era, includ-
ing dining-car china and vintage
travel posters.

> A firefighter shields hi
If you can’t take the heat... fisiener spefles

walks past the historic Internationl Order of Odd Fellows building that was
set on fire by a wildfire in French Gulch, Calif.

i i AC tul
Mooove bird brain w...&wa:ﬁo':; rural Alabama 31,

near Camden.

3 James Walsh, of Tuscarora, Md., and his
My llttle pony miniature horse are silhouetted against one of
the open doors in the Midwest Livestock and Expo Center in Springfield,
Ohio, as he waits to show the small equine at the Mid America Miniature
Horse Show.




es - Mideast Edition - August 19, 2004

PAGE 17

Overcome City police officer Trey Hutchison, after she fainted following funeral services for
her husband at First Baptist Church in Bossier City, La. Hutchison was shot and killed answering a 911 call.

Not a hdppy ddy
Hilton Head Christian Academy
kindergarten teacher Tommie
Clemmer comforts student Audrey
Lawton as the first day of school
begins on Hilton Head Island, S.C.

i is Dierks, left, and
Organic harvest g Ve, i orgame farm after

harvesting some vegetables and apples in Bolinas, Calif.

John Barlow, center, and his children, Jonathon, 9, left, and Lauren, 11, hold
on tight as the Super Shot amusement ride plummets to the ground at the 55th
Annual Prince William County Fair near Manassas, Va.

Free fall for fun

Geico returns

TRENTON — GEICO re-

turned to the Garden State,
28 years after leaving it because of
mounting losses.

The company is the second insur-
ance outfit to enter the state since
insurance reform legislation was
signed 14 months ago. Investor
Warren Buffet, whose Berkshire
Hathaway company owns GEICO,
said the state’s insurance reform
and get-tough approach on fraud
helped lure GEICO back.

Presidential planter

LITTLE ROCK — A Uni-

versity of Arkansas student
began planting 94 trees and shrubs
on an island in the Arkansas River
near the Clinton Presidential Li-
brary.

Jon Raney has spent the sum-
mer researching the state’s flora
and organizing tree plantings for
the 30-acre park, where the presi-
dential library is to open Nov. 18.

Boxer fatally stabbed

SAN ANTONIO — A boxing

champion  from  South
Texas was found stabbed to death
on Monday, police said.

Robert Quiroga, 34, was pro-
nounced dead Monday morning at
University Hospital in San Anto-
nio.

A passer-by on Interstate 10
flagged down an officer, who
found Quiroga lying next to his
car, San Antonio police spokesman
Sgt. Gabe Trevino said.

Quiroga, nicknamed “Pikin,” or
little hot pepper, for his scrappi-
ness in the ring, was the first San
Antonio boxer to win a major
world title.

He beat Juan Polo-Perez in 1990
in England, winning the Interna-
tional Boxing Federation super fly-
weight title.

Ct PR

missed a deadline to adopt the reg-
ulations, but upheld the state’s
right to establish the strict mea-
sures.

“New York state is fully commit-
ted to achieving the objectives of
Governor Pataki’s Acid Rain Initia-
tive which will result in a signifi-
cant decrease of harmful acid rain
pollutants,” Crotty said.

Happy homecoming

KOKOMO — A pregnant tor-

toise missing for about a
week was returned home un-
harmed in an Army duffel bag.

David and Brenda Morris said
they discovered their 90-pound Af-
rican Spur Thigh tortoise named
Mother on their front porch Sun-
day in the city about 50 miles north
of Indianapolis.

Mother had been missing since
someone was seen about a week
ago taking her from the couple’s
backyard. David Morris said the
theft brought him to tears, compar-
ing it to “waking up and finding
your 13-year-old son or daughter
missing from your home.”

When she was found Sunday,
Mother was hungry but otherwise
safe, the owners said.

Stadium ceremony

SEATTLE — Alexis Russo

and Chris Lundberg found
the perfect place to tie the knot: in
afield. A football field.

About 260 guests attended the
wedding of Russo and Lundberg —
two 21-year-old Seattle Seahawks
fans — on Sunday at Qwest Field,
the NFL team’s stadium.

“We met through the Seahawks
and now we're getting married
here at the stadium,” Lundberg
said. “I can’t think of a more per-
fect spot to have it.”

Each has been attending Sea-
hawks games since childhood.

Mutual friends introduced them
at a sports bar before a game last
year after Russo began studying

ruling

PORTLAND — A judge re-
fused a request to halt the
incineration of aging chemical
weapons at the Army’s Umatilla
Chemical Depot by a group that
says the process is not safe.
Judge John A. Wittmayer on
Monday agreed with the state and
with cmllan contractor ‘Washing-

at Arizona State
University. Lundberg had recently
‘moved to Phoenix to work as a fire-
fighter.

Musical Marine

ROMULUS — Bagpipes

are seldom, if ever, heard at
the L.C. Smith Terminal at Detroit
Airport.

‘ton D Co. that the re-
quest for an injunction would best
be heard in the state Court of Ap-
peals.

Another case involving the de-
struction of Cold War-era weapons
at Umatilla is already pending in
that court.

Order to cut acid rain

ALBANY — In response to

a court loss in the spring,
the state is ordering emergency
regulations to force power plants
to reduce emissions blamed for
acid rain in the Adirondacks and
Catskills.

State Environmental Conserva-
tion Commissioner Erin Crotty an-
nounced the order Tuesday along
with an appeal of the May decision
by a state Supreme Court judge in
Albany.

Power plants had sued the state
over its anti-pollution regulations.
The judge found the state had

But the man playing them Mon-
day, 1st Sgt. Dwayne Farr of the
U.S. Marines, had just come home
from a place where they were just
as unlikely to be heard: Fallujah,
Iraq.

Farr unpacked his bagpipes in
the baggage claim area, assembled
them and performed the “Marine
Corps Hymn” and “Amazing
Grace.”

The Marine Corps flag was
‘mounted on a pipe as he played.

Afterward, some people shuuk
Farr’s hand; one man said,
proud of you.”

Farr, 38, of Detroit, spent seven
months in Iraq. He was reunited
with his wife, Roxanne, 35, and
their sons, Marcos, 14, and
Dwayne Jr., 15, who live in Oceans-
ide, Calif., and with other relatives
who live in Detroit.

His battalion lost nine Marines,
including one from his company.

Stories and photos from wire services
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YOUR MONEY

E-mail scams offer millions, make billions

BY PETE ALFANO
Knight Ridder

FORT WORTH, Texas — The
caller identified himself as Barris-
ter Fred Omoba and said he was
representing Madam  Rose
Chimere. He was following up on
an exchange of e-mails about
transferring millions of dollars to
my bank account on behalf of
“Madam Rose,” as he called her.

Government red tape threat-
ened to tie up her fortune,
Madam Rose had written, and
she wanted to find an offshore ac-
count to stash it. I would be well
compensated for my assistance.

Imagine my good fortune. Not
only was Madam Rose interested
in sharing her wealth with me,
but there were at least a dozen
other e-mails in my folder promis-
ing to make me an instant million-
aire.

Who needs the lottery? Anyone
with an e-mail account is proba-
bly familiar with solicitations like
the one from Madam Rose. In
fact, you also may have received
one from her.

These are examples of ad-
vance-fee fraud, or “419 fraud,”
so-called for the section of the
penal code that addresses fraud
in Nigeria, where this scam is be-
lieved to have originated.

Although the stories seem pre-
posterous, some people can’t re-
sist these get-rich-quick schemes,
beckoned by visions of early re-
tirement, an easy way out of debt,
or a life of luxury.

Someone wants you to become

St. Petersburg Times

BY HELEN HUNTLEY

Need some fast cash? The Internet is load-
ed with companies eager to provide it. They
advertise small short-term loans — usually
up to $500 — with fast approval and over-
night electronic delivery of the cash to your
bank account. Bad credit? No problem.

But you'd better be the gambling type. Tak-
ing out a loan over the Internet could be even
more dangerous to your financial health
than borrowing money at the check cashing
place down the block — and that's saying a
lot.

Payday lending is a $25-billion-a-year in-
dustry notorious for its high interest rates:
Think 400 percent and up. The concept is
quick cash to tide you over until payday a
Lenders defend their
rates as a reasonable alternative to banks’

week or two away.

bad check fees.

States have cracked down on the indus-
try’s worst tactics. In Florida, it is illegal to
roll over a payday loan when it comes due, a
practice that can trap consumers into paying
hundreds or even thousands of dollars in in-
terest without ever reducing the principal.

But rollovers are easy on the Internet,
where regulation is scarce. access.

Borrowing cash online is dangerous gamble

Don’t count on regulators to police the In-
ternet, said Christopher Peterson, a Universi-
ty of Florida law professor and author of
“Taming the Sharks: Towards a Cure for the
High-Cost Credit Market.”

“For state governments to effectively regu-

late Internet payday lenders is extremely
challenging,” he said.

“I’s not really on the radar screen for
most legislators and courts.

The only good news is that low-income con-
sumers who have the most difficulty with
payday loans are less likely to have Internet

a partner in a business venture,
or to help a member of royalty or
the aristocracy, a deposed govern-
ment official or a grieving widow
transfer assets to a bank account
in your name to keep it out of
some government’s hands.

All you have to do is pay “up-
front fees” so that a bank account
can be opened in your name and
the funds transferred there.

The trouble is, the scam artists
keep coming up with additional
fees, until they have cleaned you
out of your savings — or until a
light finally goes on and you real-
ize that you've been had.

The FBI's Internet fraud com-
plaint center estimates that vic-
tims of 419 fraud lose an average
of $3,400 each.

“I've been in law enforcement
for 27 years, and I'm amazed how
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gullible and foolish people can be,
from the rich and famous to the
guy on the street,” said Mark Low-
ery, special agent in charge of the
Secret Service field office in Dal-
las.

Advance-fee fraud now has
spread beyond Nigeria to South
Africa, Dubai and Iraq, among
other countries. It is one of the
most elaborate and lucrative In-
ternet scams.

The scheme has been around
for years, law enforcement offi-
cials say, originally in the form of
letters or faxes. It has spread like
a computer virus with the growth
of the Internet.

“A vast majority of people will
get a big laugh and delete the
e-mail,” Lowery said. “But I've
seen older people throw away
their life savings, thinking they

EXCHANGE RATES
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hil agreat windfall. And I've seen
retty smart business individu-
al lose hundreds of thousands.”

In Nigeria, scam artists are
said to operate out of Internet
cafes where they send hundreds
of e-mails daily, like a fisherman
casting a net. They are trying to
ensnare unsuspecting “phish,” as
victims are called on the Internet.

Some of the more brazen
come-ons ask for bank account
and other personal information in
the first e-mail. If you take the
bait and give your phone number,
you can be sure the scam artists
will call.

Barrister Omoba, representing
Madam Rose and probably using
an alias, spoke with an accent,
His voice was muffled as well,
making him all the more difficult
to understand.

‘When he eventually was in-
formed that he was speaking to a
reporter who was skeptical about
the business venture, and about
whether Madam Rose even exist-
ed, he was undeterred.

But he finally hung up when
the questions persisted and he
was asked to theorize why the re-
porter had received so many
other similar e-mail propositions
to share millions.

“These crooks make them-
selves very believable. They gain

o

ai o customers at militar

ing facilties in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the

Nelher\and and the United Kingdom.
nonlocal currenc

ry bank.
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the of people on the

other end of phone,” said Tom
Kelley, a spokesman for the
Texas attorney general’s office.
“They say, ‘I need a little more
‘money, a little more,’ threading it
out. A lot of people send hundreds
of thﬂusdnds out there into
pace.

Weh based groups such as
www.scamvictimsunited.com,
www.scamorama.com and Art-
ists against 419 monitor the Inter-
net and dispense advice.

Artists against 419 also con-
ducts monthly “flash mobs,” a vig-
ilante effort that shut down fraud-
ulent bank sites by overloading
the servers with thousands of si-
multaneous “hits.”

The Web site uperamm also use

“scam baiting” as a tactic, leading
the fraudsters on, then turning
over the information they gather
to law enforcement agencies
around the world.

“The level of our work has be-
come quite professional,” said
“Lord Vader,” the screen name
for a man who is a member of Art-
ists against 419 and lives in Wies-
baden, Germany. “We have estab-
lished contacts with Scotland
Yard, the U.S. Secret Service and
South African police forces.”

But the best deterrent against
Internet fraud, he says, is to fol-
low a few golden rules. The most
notable: “If it sounds too good to
be true, it isn’t true.”

ents and Sensibil

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Twenty-eight
percent of adults fail to accurate-
ly identify “phishing” e-mails, re-
ports MailFrontier, a company
specializing in antispam and
e-mail security.

To tell the real correspon-
dence from the bait:

W Call or send a separate
e-mail to the institution. Use con-
tact information that you know
to be accurate.

B Type Web addresses direct-
ly into your browser window, in-
stead of following links con-
tained in the e-mail. This will

Don’t be baited by scams

help you avoid fake sites linked
to the message.

W Give an incorrect password
at the first prompt, recommends
Consumer ~ Reports. Copycat
sites will accept a fake password,
while real Web sites won't.

M Check that you're submit-
ting information over a secure
‘Web site. You should see an un-
broken key or a lock at the bot-

tom of your browser. Dou-
ble-clicking on that icon will dis-
play the site’s security certifi-
cate. Check that the company
name matches that of the site
you're visiting.

Test your ph shing knowledge
at www.mailfrontier.com.
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Zeta-) stalker tent for trial

A woman accused of stalking and threatening actress
Catherine Zeta-Jones is mentally fit to stand trial, a
court-appointed psychiatrist said Monday in Los Ange-

es.

Dr. Kal Sharma examined Dawnette Knight, 33, in jail,
where she is being held on $1 million bail.

Superior Court Judge John Riley Jr. halted criminal
proceedings July 30 and ordered a mental evaluation of
Knight after she overdosed on barbiturates while in coun-
ty jail. Riley scheduled a status hearing for Sept. 8.

She is charged with one felony count of stalking and 24
felony counts of making criminal threats. If convicted,
she could face up to 19 years in prison.

Lane, Brolin tie the knot

Diane Lane and Josh Brolin are married, but their pub-
licist is under orders
not to say when,
where or how.
Spokeswoman
Kelly Bush confirmed
he nuptials but said
her clients banned
her from saying any-
thing else besides
“they’re hitched.”
Lane, 39, the star of
“Unfaithful” and
“Under the Tuscan
Sun,” had been en-
gaged to Brolin, 36,

Brolin and Lane

since August 2002.
rolin is the son of actor James Brolin and stepson of
Barbra Streisand.

Ashcroft greets son back from Gulf

Attorney General John Ashcroft, accompanied by secu-
rity personnel, showed up at naval station in Norfolk, Va.,
to greet his son, whose ship had returned from duty in the
Persian Gulf region.

But for Ashcroft and his wife, Janet, Sunday’s home-
coming wasn’t just a family reunion. He said his son, En-
sign Andy Ashcroft, needed help moving into a new apart-
ment. “I brought the pickup truck,” Ashcroft told
WVEC-TV of Norfolk.

The younger Ashcroft said he had their day all
planned. “T am going to put them all to work right away,”
he said with a gris

Andy Ashcroft is assigned to the Aegis guided missile
destroyer USS McFaul. The McFaul left Norfolk Feb. 19
as part of the Wasp Expeditionary Strike Group and has
patrolled the Indian Ocean, Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman.

Trial date set for Love drug case

Atrial date has been set for Sept. 30 for Courtney Love,
who faces two felony drug charges for illegal possession
of painkillers.

Love, 40, remains free on her own re-
cognizance.

The rock singer fidgeted in her
chair during Monday’s 10-minute
hearing before Superior Court Judge
Elden S. Fox in Los Angeles.

When he asked whether the trial
date was acceptable, Love initially re-
plied, “I don’t know.” She agreed to
the date after consulting with her law-
yer and thanked the judge before leav-

ing.
Love could face up to three years
and eight months in prison if convict-
ed on both charges of possessing oxycodone and hydroc-
odone.
Love, the widow of Nirvana singer Kurt Cobain, was
formerly the lead singer of the band Hole.

Love

Eunice Shriver released from hospital

Eunice Kennedy Shriver, who was hospitalized for a
week for hypothermia after a sailing trip, has been re-
leased.

Shriver, 83, became chilled after an Aug. 8 sailing trip.
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston spokeswoman
Donita Boddie said Shriver was released Saturday.

Shriver is the fifth of Rose and Joseph Kennedy’s nine
children and the mother of Maria Shriver, the television
journalist who is married to California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger. She is the sister of U.S. Sen. Edward
Kennedy and former President John F. Kennedy.

Shriver founded the Special Olympics and is married
to Sargent Shriver, the first director of the Peace Corps.
Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Speaking his mind

Off the radar since the 1980s, John Landis releases a
new documentary and a slew of opinions on Hollywood

BY PATRICK GOLDSTEIN
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD — When John Landis visited the Para-
mount Pictures lot last year, he was surprised to find him-
self greeted everywhere with a burst of nostalgic warmth.

“When the guard waved me in, he said, ‘Good to see you,
Mr. Landis, you making a picture here? ” Landis recalled.
“As I was walking across the lot, people were leaning out of
their windows, saying, ‘John, how are you? Are you making
a picture here? ”

Landis is enough of a film buff to recall the scene in “Sun-
set Boulevard” in which Glo-
ria Swanson, playing the
faded silent movie star desper-
ate for a last hurrah, sweeps
into Paramount to make her
long-awaited comeback. Sa-
voring the connection, Landis
erupts in booming laughter,
saying, “1 felt just like Norma
Desmond!’

He’s entitled to feel a cool
shiver of Desmond-like angst
these days. In the late 1970s
and 1980s, Landis was Holly-
wood’s reigning comedy king.
His 1978 hit, “Animal House,”
made John Belushi an instant
star and spawned a flood of
raunchy  comedies that
stretch from “Porky’s” to “Po-
lice Academy” to “American
Pie” and “Old School.” His
first hit, 1977’s “The Ken-
tucky Fried Movie,” launched
the career of the Zucker broth-
ers. He directed what are ar-
guably Eddie Murphy’s best
films, “Trading Places” and
“Coming to America.”

Landis also did the original
“Blues Brothers” film, the in-
fluential horror-comedy “An
American Werewolf in Lon-
don,” as well as “Thriller,” a
17-minute music video star-
ring Michael Jackson that
was released in 1983 and be-

director John Landis keeps busy producing,

Arthur’s Court” (“It’s the American ‘Das Kapital,” except
as a comedy!”) to “Spider-Man 2,” his friend Sam Raimi’s
new film, in which Landis has a cameo as a surgeon. When
he’s on a roll, his voice booms like a fighter jet crashing the
sound barrier.

“I'm not the kind of guy to hire if you want to make a fran-
chise picture,” he said. “If you hire me, I have an opinion,
which is why I turned down the last four studio films I was
offered. Because they were all bad!”

Landis keeps busy producing TV and shooting commer-
cials. He also edited the 2001 edition of “The Best Ameri-
can Movie Writing,” in which he made room for two pages
of vitriolic quotes about critics.

But his real breakthrough
comes from a new documenta-
1y, “Slasher,” now playing on
the Independent Film Channel.
Set in Memphis, Tenn., giving
Landis the opportunity to em-
ploy a wall-to-wall soundtrack
of Stax-Volt R&B hits, it focus-
es on Michael Bennett, a
hard-drinking, fast-talking
salesman who is apparently
good at only one thing — selling
cars. A hired gun, Bennett flies
to Memphis, where he serves
as the ringmaster of a carni-
val-like price-slashing sale for
an overstocked auto dealer-
ship. Bennett knows every
trick in the book, using the
offer of an $88 car to lure suck-
ers to the lot, but emerges as a
surprisingly sympathetic char-
acter, even dutifully calling his
wife back home to let her know
he’s going out to a strip joint.

As shrewd and socially con-
scious as it is funny, the film
opens with a montage of U.S.
presidents telling whoppers to
the American people, from “I
am not a crook” to “I did not
have sexual relations with that
woman.”

“Originally, I was going to
use a lot more material show-

LATWP

Movi
shooting
came a pop music landmark.

How quickly Hollywood turns its back on its old meal
tickets.

Although he’s only 53, barely older than Swanson when
she made “Sunset Boulevard,” Landis is a forgotten man in
today’s film business. He worked nonstop for 20 years, his
career surviving the 1983 incident in which he was ab-
solved of responsibility for the death of actor Vic Morrow
and two small children during the filming of “Twilight
Zone: The Movie.” But it has now been six years since he
made a studio film and 16 years since he had a real hit with
1988’s “Coming to America.” His most recent film, a
low-budget crime thriller called “Susan’s Plan,” went
straight to video.

“It's not me that changed; it’s the studios,” Landis said
during a marathon interview, in which he spun colorful
tales about his encounters with such directorial icons as
Alan Dwan, Ronald Neame and Federico Fellini. “I have
no doubt that ‘Animal House’ wouldn’t be made today by a
major studio. If you read ‘Animal House’s' screenplay, it
was very prescient and smart, but smart isn’t what they’re
doing now. Look at the kind of movies they’re making —
did you see ‘Troy? ”

For all his complaints, Landis has no bitterness, just the
kind of overwhelming, strong opinions that have earned
him a reputation as a “my way or the highway” filmmaker.
He almost overwhelms you with his enthusiasm, extolling
the joys of everything from “A Connecticut Yankee in King

and making a new Y.

ing how Bush used salesman-
ship and misdirection to sell us
a war like a used car,” Landis explains. “But Bennett
turned out to be much more complex than I'd imagined.
For me, the story was like a cross between ‘Glengarry Glen
Ross’ and ‘The Music Man.’”

Landis blames much of his reputation for being mercuri-
al on the media’s “Twilight Zone” trial coverage, which por-
trayed him as arrogant and imperious. But he deserves
ample blame himself — he has no sense of politesse. When
he bumped into New York Times critic A.O. Scott at a film
festival this month, instead of currying favor, as most in-
dustry people would, Landis complained: “Why did you
write such a hateful review of ‘Garfield?

“John’s gotten mellower as he’s gotten older,” says man-
ager Bernie Brillstein, who produced “The Blues Broth-
ers.” “But he got so hot so quick that he thought he’d invent-
ed show business. People were just waiting for him to fail.”

Landis insists that he’s not unemployable — he simply
spurns offers because he can’t stomach the scripts.

“I just turned down a project the other day,” he says.
“And all they did was offer me more money!”

At least no one can accuse Landis of losing his sense of
humor, even about himself. When the director became fa-
mous, he visited Fellini, who understood little English but
was a big fan of “The Blues Brothers.” After a long lunch
with the maestro, Landis’ wife told him, “I finally under-
stand the key to appreciating your work. It’s imperative
that you don’t speak English.”
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Horoscope

The Libra moon could have you
searching for your other half. Wheth-
er your focus is love or business,
you get the feeling that the
right partner could take you
all the way with your en-
deavors. This is partially
true, but be sure you're
doing all you can on your
own — it's the only way to
attract the support you
need. Your aesthetic sense
is important.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(August 19). You feel
passionate about exploring
and growing your gifts.
Loved ones help you launch
into a dream project in the next 10
weeks. Your resources grow as your
network does, so make plenty of
public appearances through January
— you have the charismatic power
to attract just the people who will
make your life more enjoyable.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
As the sign of all things fresh and
new, you'll once again be represent-
ing the cutting edge. Expect a mixed
reaction. Physically, you're at a high.
It's the perfect day o try supple-
ments or exercise techniques.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're not a beast of burden, but
when friends and family lay their
heaviness on you, you could mistak-
enly take it on as your own. The
day’s lessons include learning to be
empathetic without needing to
“save” anyone.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You'd rather wing it than plan a
single event today, but do give a
thought to where you'l be five years
from now (how boring! how impossi-
ble! what for?). No matter how you
protest, the future is based on ac-
tions taken today.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You're anxious to find a way around
tedious work. Do brainteasers and
crossword puzzles (or whatever
your mental exercise of choice may
be). The experiences around the
comer require you to be in fine
intellectual shape.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're
going through a growth spurt in your
personal life. Small wins help you
get back in touch with that sense of

Joyce Jillson

exhilaration you felt as a child when
you accomplished something that
surprised you — “Hey, Mo, look at
mel”

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Social graces help you plot a course
to popularity. It's not that you care
about being liked, but it's
easier to find your way
when friends in all ports
are pointing you in the
right direction. Plus, you
prefer operating in a
refined world.

LIBRA (Sept.
| 23-Oct. 23). Loved
ones depend on you for
almost everything, a
phenomenon that has
you feeling a little put out.
Consider that by allowing
others to let you do all the thinking,
you're making them weak. Let dear
ones fend for themselves.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
The stars act together to double
your pleasure (your pain, your
money and your inconvenience)
Whatever you think will happen
happens times two. Planning for
unexpected costs is the surest way
not to get caught off guard.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're a skilled risk taker, and
your fortune multiplies when you
make educated financial leaps.
Moral dilemmas arise. You don't
have to sell out to achieve what you
want — in fact, not selling out is
exactly the point.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). The lighter you are — physical-
ly, mentally and spiritually — the
more gracefully you'll be able to
navigate through the tricky turns this
day brings. Leave the old baggage
behind. All you really need would fit
into a tiny pouch.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
When the situation calls for seeing
the best in people, you're the one for
the job. Others will rise to your
opinion of them. You're greeted by
smiling faces everywhere you go —
because you yourself are wearing a
friendly grin.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're tempted to let your problems
consume you. Don't give them that
kind of power! In three days, you'll
realize you were making mountains
out of molehills. You must take time
to nourish your spirt.
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Searching for paths to recovery

Dear Abby: rm writing con-
cerning the letter from the
15-year-old girl, “Needs Closure
in Georgia,” whose grandfather
committed suicide. You suggest-
ed she write a letter to him, and
then to burn it.

Another useful technique is to
sit opposite an empty
chair and speak your
heart to the person you
need to communicate
with. T wasn’t getting on
with my life after my
husband died, and it
worked for me.

— Doing Better in

Millbrae, Calif.

Dear Doing Better:
Thank you for the helpful
suggestion. Many readers
were touched by that
girl’s letter and wanted to
reach out to her.

Dear Abby: When my grand-
mother died, my father and his
wife planted a small rose garden.
Over the years, as we have lost
family members (including pets),

Dear Abby

additional rose bushes have been
added in their honor. It is peace-
ful and comforting to sit among
the blooming roses and think of
our loved ones. It feels like they
haven’t really left us.

— Remembering in Arizona
Dear Remembering: I believe
you. After Cary Grant
passed away, his
widow, Barbara, gave
my mother a rose bush
that had been named
for her husband.
Mama, who had been
very fond of both of
them, planted it outside
her office window —
and when the roses
were in bloom, it gave
her many hours of
pleasure.

Dear Abby: 1 found
“The Grief Recovery Hand-
book,” by John W. James and
Russell Friedman, to be extreme-
ly helpful. My grandfather com-
mitted suicide more than 25
years ago, when I was in seventh
grade, and my parents didn’t
want us to tell anyone what hap-
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pened, which didn’t help at all.

Perhaps “Needs Closure”
could organize a memorial ser-
vice with a local church, depend-
ing on what is going to be done
with his ashes. If that’s not possi-
ble, she should reach out to other
family members and grieve with
them. I hope they do not feel
embarrassed about the suicide.

— Loyal Reader in Saipan

Dear Loyal Reader: One thing
is certain: She should not suffer
alone and in silence.

Dear Abby: your advice was
right on the money. I was away
when my best friend dropped
dead of a heart attack.

I wrote him a letter telling him
what his friendship had meant to
me. It is now 2004, and I still
write letters to him. What started
as a way to bring closure became
the beginning of a wonderful
journal.

— J. in Oceanside, Ore.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
t0 Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Meningitis a little-known killer

Dear Annie: stu-
dents are heading back to
school this time of year,
but many of them are
unaware that they may
be at risk for meningitis
infection.

August is Meningitis
Awareness and Preven-
tion Month. Meningitis is
a serious, sometimes
fatal infection causing
inflammation of the
membranes that protect
the brain and spinal cord. The
symptoms develop rapidly and
are similar to the flu. Meningitis
is difficult to diagnose, which is
why vaccination against this
disease is the best protection.

T know because I contracted
meningococcal meningitis my
freshman year of college, which
resulted in a loss of nine of my
toes, and part of the septum in
my nose and palate in the roof of
my mouth. I didn’t know what
meningitis was or that there are
preventive methods available,
and I found out the hard way.

Although meningitis can affect
people of any age, young chil-

Annie’s Mailbox

dren are most suscepti-
ble. That is why they
should receive the
vaccine to protect them
against invasive pneu-
mococcal disease, the
most common cause of
meningitis in infants
and young children.
Young adults, especial-
ly those in college, the
military or other large
group settings, should
be immunized with the
meningococcal vac-
cine.

To find out more about menin-
gitis, your readers can call us at
1-800-668-1129 or visit our Web
site at www.musa.org. Please
make your readers aware that
there are preventive measures
that can be taken to protect them-
selves and their families from
this terrible disease.

Sincerely,

— Ryan Pike,

Development Director,
Meningitis Foundation

of America, Indi is, Ind.

members are going to be spend-
ing the coming year in a group
setting, talk to your doctor about
appropriate vaccinations for
meningitis.

Dear Annie: My husband
and I were married two years
ago in a very thrown-together
wedding, three weeks before
moving overseas. As a result, we
could not invite many people. We
will be returning to the States
next year and have told our
families that we will hold a wed-
ding reception. At that time, we
will have been married for three
years. Is it improper to register
for gifts?
— Jennifer

Dear Jennifer: It is fine to
register, and those guests who
did not send you a gift when you
first married will no doubt wish
to do so now. Congratulations.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Witchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-

Dear Ryan Pike: Thank you
for this timely warning, Please,
readers, if any of your family

write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045,

reators Syndicate
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Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square, It's ali framed and
to form four orginary words ready for pouring

VOCEL

92004 Tiouno Modia Serviss. Inc.

a
I Righis Reserved

X L)

AXROTH

NEEDED BEFORE

e Jumble, corm.

THE CEMENT
TRUCK ARRIVES,

Now arrange the circled letters to

CIVONE
j ‘ form the surprise answer, as

X ] by the above cartoon.

WYV VVV VTV YVY VY

0000000010000

hNAA A A A A A N, N, N, N

{Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: TWICE EPOCH  PIRATE  SHREWD
Answer:  What the class considered the driving
instructor's dog — TEACHER'S "PET”

Yesterday's |

Family Circus

@200 Bl Keane. Inc
Dis. by xing Feanees Syra

P BEGING T SULPECT TART TUE- |
COMPANYG SULLLTION oF
GOING ON GEIN-RETREMENT
WAGN'T MADE. WITW Hf5 BEST
WTERESTS N MING,

&

N

S

- WA

1]
The Far Side

At the Doa Comedy Film Festival

U A
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AFN schedule

Qi times _central European

Atantic; PAC: AP FaCAGren So1:
Sports; ic: deayed. Listings are atest
SVRlabie o AFRTS ant Subject 0 hange
without notice.

Television

ball — N.Y. Yankees at Minnesota, 7
Pty (i) SpT; Atlanta o Los An-

seles, oam. Friday (dio). S
Gnl 10 Golf Chatmpiship NEC Ini-
9 pm, Thursday, SPT:

el Jok round,
SR Tound. 3 o
Olympics (Note: Telecasts lsted as “lve”

 myannet. frequently are e feeds o
NBC's tape-delayed coverage of _events
which concluded earlier that d

ay. Turn to
local TV outlets for real-time coverage):

:35 a.m. Thursday (AFN-A, PAC) — Wom-
en's volieyball: USA vs. Dominican Republic;
Cycling: women's time trial; Canoeing.

1p.m. Thursday (SPT) — Men's basketball:
usk'vs: Austral (hve Men's water polo:
\ PAC) — Swim-
volleyball: “Hold-

ar

0.

freesme final; Women's back volleyball:
May/Waish (Usk) vs. Novakova/Celbova

G 35 2m.Friday (AFN-A, PAC) — Men's vol-

riday e
g\es Sem\fma( v W
vs. Spain (e wemens water polo:

U3 Ve s Can roein

30 pm. Friday, (A Noa, PAC) —

ek ana el mene 16,000rm finai

e seach volleyball

am. Satuday (AENA, PAC

m freestyle final, men's Sioom
ckstroke

Ball USh s, Russia.
6: 35 am. Saturday (
and eptathion ba

it round: Beach volleyball; C:
k Sosin's Sait Water Jour-

. Ffday. SPY Baimore at

Y
Philadelphia, 2a. m. Satird

ccer World Cup qualiier vs.
Jamaica, 9 am. Tharsday (cich, SPT.

Radio

5 Listings are feeds from AFN n California.
might not air in all areas)
Gasenall — .. Yankeos at Minnesota, 2
2m. Frday Oakland at Tampa Bay,
aty

~ Men's basketball,USA s. Aus-
trahz, 2% pm. Tha

S Earone” Eon e reached at DN
329444 01 Germman o 0651685444, Com.

ide

the Initial zero after o coumry

FN-Atlantic’'s Website is

ick on “television” or

“Fado” for latest schedu\es AFNsparent or-
anization, AFRTS at March Roserve AFE

FCan b reached at DN (133 246- 1319

or commercial (809) 413-2315. It Web

Legg Mason Classic

Tuesday
txgerald ‘Tennis Center
Purse: s90500

int. Series)
Sovicer Hard-Outdoor
es |

At William H.G,

gl
First Rou
HarelLevy tsrad et emad Zimoni
bia, 6-7 (), 75, 6:3.
Kisian Pless, Dermark, def. Brian Baler,
United states, 6-3, 3

Ser-

Alberto Mar
reira, South Africa,

Cyril Saulnier m, France, dei. Antony Du-
puis, France, 63

Sanicrael cambil, United States, def.
stefan Koubek, Austra,

el Agacs) (> Ut states, def. Paul
Goldstein Ured Siates e

ANK MCNAMARA

YOU'RE NOT THE DREAM

% M AND THE REST Eo; P 2wl
WORLD CANNOT i

TAKEN LIBHTLY.

Michel Kratochvi, Switzerland, det. Jeft
salzenstein,United States, 6-4, 7-

et Mathieu. France, def Daniel
0, South Korea, 63, 6- 2
Siies Hisoneer, bl def. Wang

Yeu-tzuoo, Taiwan, 2-6, 7-¢ 6(17 6-4.
rian Garcia, Chile, def. James Blake ),
United States, 6-1, 6-4.
Western & Southern Open

Tuesday
At The ATP Tennis Center

Purse: $170,000 (Tier i)
Sirace;HardOutdoor

Denisa Chladkova(57 Czech Republic, def.
Yuliana Fedak, U
Ay Fragier (3. Umted “States, def.
Stephanie Foretz, France, 62, 7-5.
Selima Star, Tunisia & Camite i,
France, 6-4, r
ara zntar\gelo, Htaly, def. Severine Bel-
trame, France,
s uste{\un Unlted States, def. Adriana
3 wal, cmna, e Jill Craybas (),
United states, 6-

Pro football

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

suffalo
New England
NY.

g
forrns

Indianapolis
Tennessee
Jacksonville
Baltimore

Pittsburgh
Cleveland

z
H
coorZorrr!
£l

i

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
1
1
2
0
1

Oakland
Kansas City
Denver 020 000 23 36
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
a

N.Y. Giants
Washington
Dallas
Philadelphia

carolina
New Orleans
Tampa Bay
Atlanta

2
1000 23 13
1000 20 &
000 ‘0

¢
ornrmGoor~ 4!

z
H
-3,
£l

Chicago 0 13 10
0 27 21

000 23 6

Detroit
Minnesota
Green Bay

West

Seattle.
Arizona

St. Louis 10
San Francisco 0000 30 33
mursuang.m

N.Y. Giants at Carolin:
X Fri nys
Minnesota at Atlan
s By ot Jacksenvile
altimore ai phlagelphia

y's games
ctoit at clovsian
LY. Jets at Indvanarohs

ssee al
iouston at Pittsburgh
jashington at Miami

ew EnF\and 3t Cincinat

an rranmsco ¢ Chicags”

allas at Oakland
enver at Seaitle,
, Aug. 23

iay, Aug. 2
Pittsburgh at th\adclpma

iday, Aug.
. Glants at ey
ashington at St Louis
reen Bay at Jacksonville
an francisco af Mimnesota
ew Orleans i Chicago

St Louis at Kavac iy

sston at Denvel
eattle at San Diego
iy

Tuesday’s transactions

ASEBALL
American League
ANAWEIM ANGELS —placed INF Robb Quin-
n the 15-day DL. Activated C Bengie Mo-
hnalmmme 15-day DL
STON RED SO~ Activated RHP Curtis

Leseane o y DL Purchased the
contract of R Eorl ooder Trom Rawtackes
e 1L Placed 3 Kevin Youklls on the

e
£5.day B, retroactive o Aug:

L, retroactive

Scott William-

CHICAGO WHITE
cobar off waivers from the Cleveland Indi-
ans and placed him and C Sandy Alomar Jr.

IGERS—Agreed to terms with
RHP Eric Beattie.

MINNESOTA TWINS—Activated RHP Grant
galfour from the 15-day DL Optioned RHP
Matt Guerrier to Rochester of

e

ptioned RHP Ben

Hennmckson o Ir\dlanavpohs of the IL. Pur-

sed the contract of RHP Travis Phelps
e inape)

SAN DIEGO PABRES—Recalled OF Freddy

Guzman from Portland of the PCL. Waived

Nationa) Foptball Leat

ATLANTA FALCONS— wawea " Derek
Ross.fie signed 0 ke

ed L8 Curtis
Randall Walved Wi Det ot Haris,
CHICAGO BEARS —Acquired DE Quinn Dors-
ey from the New England Patriots Tor a condi-
tional 2006 draft pick. Waived WR Jimmy

el.
"Balias cowmovs-—
or.
DENVER BRONCOS—Si(
Anthony. Waived WR
(GREEN BAY PACKER

igned DE John Tay-

ned LB Cornelius
i e Jackson:
ived LB Marcus

DOLPHINS—Re-signed CB Jimmy
Wiickto 2o vear contiect
INNESOTA VIKINGS—Released QB Matt
Kegal and WR Tony Johnson.
NEW ENGLAND ATRIOTS Signed TE Joe!
“NEW YORK JETS—Placed R8 Josh Davis on
injured reserv
'OAKLAND, RAIDERS Signed L8 Maugaula
Tuitele and DL Peppi Zeliner. Released 5

R Nikolos,
ELPHIA EAGLES—Signed DE Colston
weatharagton:
WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Released § Ifea-
nyi Ohalete.
IOCKEY
National Hockey League
 FLORIDA PANTHERS —Named Jim Pizutelli
amer.
IX COYOTES—Re-signed RW Mike
Joneas three-ﬁar contract.

jor League Soccer
L SHieaco ARG e Resanare Bouc

coul
BRYN MAWR-| szed Jacquenne Hullah
women's basketball c
COLGATE—Named Jeremy Ballard men's
asgistant basketball coach
LESTON—Promoted
Scont Foxhall fo assotite nead baseoal
DAVIDSON dry. Kosmalski
o Dot Facketbi) o
KEAN-. Narmed Evelyn Alfaro tennis coach.
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE—Named  Robert
ee mens basketball coach.
IVILLE—Named Jessica Ricker-
S Aceistant Hold AOGke) coan,
MICHIGAN STATE—Named Katie Teft assis-
tant gymnasiics coach,

Mario Bellomo
mens golf coach, S Sacey e asShean
field hockey coa

YGHK UNIVERSITY—Named Lauren
smith women's swimming coach and Darren
Baptiste  women's  assistant  volleyball

co;
AND, MICH.—Named Alison Fields as-
sistant vnHeli/ha\l coach.
SA“{T Louis—Named Wes Sells pitching
coach,
SPRING Hlquamed Marketa Blazkova
m n nd women s teni
“Named Bil petitt as-
st amem dlrecmr of shorts informa-
tion/marketing SSIS ant ath-
letic director

Taditie:
TS acSistant paskepal
coach. Troyce Solley graduate assistant ath-
leic taingr, Heathier Hoy assistant volley-
T conle and Wayne Gumings Strength
2nd Conditioning cosch:

VALPARAISO—Named Greg Tonagel direc-
tor of basketball operations.

'WASHINGTON & LEE~Named Ray Costa
sistant valleyball coach, Ancrew Delanc
men's assistant laciosse

men's ield hockey

crosse coach, her assistant football
coach, Michaél Piranian men's assistant soc-
Cor“Conch, and Chiis Hodgson assistant

Sports information director

8D THE PUT 1T ON ON oF THose
GAME & NOT | Yz 10D CABLE CHARNEL

N PRIME

Warriors, Mavericks
close to 5-player deal

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The War-
riors and Mavericks are close to
completing a five-player trade
that would bring forwards Edu-
ardo Najera and Christian Laett-
ner to Golden State and send cen-
ters Erick Dampier, Evan Eschm-
eyer and guard Dan Dickau to
Dallas, an NBA source aware of
the negotiations told The Associat-
ed Press on Tuesday.

The deal has not been finalized,
but “all signs are that it’s happen-

ing,” said the source, speaking on
ondition of anonymity.

Calls to Dampier’s cell phone
were not immediately returned
Tuesday night and his agent, Dan
Fegan, also didn’t immediately re-
spond to a message left by the AP.

Once the deal is done, it won’t
be complete right away. Laettner
and Dickau have already been
traded this summer and under
NBA rules players can’t be
swapped more than once in a
two-month span.

The trade also is contingent on
Dampier reaching agreement
with the Mavericks, the source
said.

Dampier opted out of his con-
tract with the Warriors in late
June and became a free agent.
The 6-foot-11 veteran, who spent
the past seven seasons with Gold-
en State, met with the New York
Knicks and several other teams
in recent weeks. He reportedly
has an offer on the table from the
Atlanta Hawks.

Dampier ranked fourth in the
league in rebounding and seventh
with 42 double-doubles.

The 30-year-old Dampier is
coming off the most productive
season in his eight-year career.
He averaged a double-double
with 123 points and 12.0 re-
bounds while also blocking 1.85
shots in 32.5 minutes per game.

The trade was first reported by
ESPN.com.

The Warriors have made many
changes this offseason since fin-
ishing 37-45 and missing the play-
offs for the 10th straight year.

Chris Mullin became the War-
riors’ new executive vice presi-
dent of basketball operations. He
fired coach Eric Musselman and
replaced him with former Stan-
ford coach Mike Montgomery.
Mullin also hired Rod Higgins as
general manager.

Raptors sign center Woods

TORONTO — The Toronto Rap-
tors signed free agent center
Loren Woods on Wednesday.

Woods averaged 3.2 points and
3.5 rebounds in 38 games for
Miami last season after spending
the previous two years in Minne-
sota.

The 7-foot-1 Woods was select-
ed off the Heat roster by the Char-
Jotte Bobcats in the recent expan-
sion draft. Because he was a re-
stricted free agent at the end of
the season, Woods was automati-
cally declared an unrestricted
free agent July 1 under expansion
draft rules.

Woods has averaged 2.3 points
and 2.6 rebounds in 136 career
games. The Raptors desperately

needed another

frontcourt play-
sP?rts er to play with
briefs Chris  Bosh,

l‘ook_le Rafael

Donyell Marshall andJerome
Moiso.

Agassi overwhelms Goldstein
in Legg Mason Classic

WASHINGTON — Top-seeded
Andre Agassi withstood an early
challenge from local favorite Paul
Goldstein for a 6-4, 6-2 victory in
the Legg Mason Tennis Classic
on 'mesday

Agassi, who won last week’s
memnatl Masters, trailed 3-1 be-
fore taking the next four games
and seizing control of the match.

“Obviously last week was a
good week for me, so coming here
I come in with a lot of confi-
dence,” Agassi said. “I felt like to-
night was a good match to take
me a step in the direction that T
did last week. I can’t honestly be
feeling any better.”

Bothered by a hip injury earlier
in the summer, Agassi is starting
to put together a winning streak
during the hardcourt season. A
winner of eight Grand Slam
events, Agassi has won seven
straight matches since losing in
the second round to Jurgen Melz-
er in Toronto.

“It certainly feels good to win
again,” Agassi said. “But most im-
portantly it gives me bellef head-
ing into the (U.S.) Ope

Goldstein, from Rockvllle Md.,
won the opening game of the sec-
ond set, but Agassi pulled away
by winning the next five games.

Jan-Michael Gambill reached
the second round with a 7-5, 6-4
win over Steven Koubek. Gambill
had lost opening-round matches
in his last three events.

Also, sixth-seeded Alberto Mar-
tin beat Wayne Ferreira 4-6, 6-4,
7-6 (2), and seventh-seeded Cyril
Saulnier defeated Antony Dupuis
6-3,6-4.

USC football player target
of assault investigation

LOS ANGELES — At least one
member of the top-ranked South-
ern California football team is
under investigation for sexual as-
sault, the Los Angeles Police De-
partment said Tuesday.

The assault allegedly occurred
Monday morning, according to Of-
ficer Esther Reyes, a police
spokeswoman.

“Today the rape special sectmn
of LAPD’s robbery divisior
began conducting . mvesugar
tion into the allegation of a sexual
assault that may involve a mem-
ber or members of the USC foot-
ball team,” Reyes said.

She declined to elaborate. Nei-
ther police nor the university
would identify which player or
players were involved.

“It’s clearly inappropriate to
talk about it. I don’t have a lot of
information right now, so to
speak in any direction is just not
right,” coach Pete Carroll said.
The coach added he spoke to his
players about the investigation.
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[ Major League Baseball scoreboard

American League
East Division

L oPct GB
New York 3 6% —
Boston 5 59 9
Baltimore 61 a8 18
Tampa Bay 6 462 20%
Toronto 71 408 37
entral Division
Minnesota 53 551
Cleveland 8 81
Chicago 57 509 5
Detroit 6 466 10
Kansas City 75389 20
West Division

Oakland 5 563
Texas 55w
Anaheim Si big
Seattle 73 381 2%

sday's games
Boston 5, Toronto 4
Qakiand 11, Baltimore o

a 8ay 8 Anaheim
o
Bt T, cmcago wmte Spx8
Vinnesota &\
oSS ot G ™
iay's games.

Toronto at Boston

Oakland at Baltimore

Y. Vankees at Minnesota
naheim at Tampa Bay

levelar
Beroiar ch.cago White Sox
Seattle at Kansas i

s games

R
Avaheim ackes 3355 ampa Bay el

50
Detrolt (Ledezma 2:0) at Chicago White
Sox (Garlan
({ anfes (hernandez 5-0) at Minneso-
ta Gilva 10-8)
seame (Villone 4-3) at Kansas City (Wood
y's games
seattieat Dot S %
m at N.Y. Yankees

Texas at Kansas City

Tuesday
Red Sox 5, Blue Jays 4
TORONTO BOSTON
abrhbi abrhbi
Jhnsonf 4000 Damonc 5211
2b 4220 OCberass 4011
VWells cf 4123 MRmrz If 2000
CDigdo1b 400 0 DOrtiz dh 3000
C!\notlodh 3000 Millar 1b 3110
1000 Varitek ¢ 4121
Hmeest 4930 e 3100
aun ¢ 3010Kaplerri 4011
ash 1000 Gterrez2b 3011
Gross If 4010 DRbrts ph 0000
Wdwrdss 3000
lotals 354 8 4 Totals 31575
Toronto 102 100 000-4
Boston 110 200 001-5
One out when wmmnq run scored.
E -CDelga (5) Yoron 01 LOB—Tor-
o 4, Bo ! E 'Wells (28), OCabrera
55) Va ritek ( HR—! \/W \Is (13), Hinske
11), Damon (107‘ Vamek (15).
RER BB SO
illy 7 6 4 4 45
Frederick L,0-2 10 1 1 1 0
Speier 0710000
oston
Pliartinez 7,84 4056
1/, 00 0 0 0
ﬂ 0 000
0 0 1
f S hedm)baner m(he?lh HBP—
XY illy (DOrtiz), by Lilly (MRamirez). T—2:41.

35,105 (35,085).
Rangers 16, Indians 4

CLEVELAND _ TEXAS

Lawton If

023 740 00x-16

), Op=Texas 1 eve:

6. 3B icBonald @, B

B8 Buiord (43) St (m. oo G5,

Teixeira 29), M 12), Balock (29), La:rd
eira

o
gzs Menchms Kasihows (1) S5
(20). SF=Gerut, Matthews, Laird.

RER BB SO
velane
ClLee L,10-5 3/ 7 8 8 3 3
iWhite 57 8 8 1 0
Bartosh 3 00 0 1
Miller 1 000 0 1
exas
Erickson W,1-2 6 311 4 3
Brocal\ Sl 6 3 3 1 2
—by ClLee (ASoriano). WP—ClLee,
Emcal\ T—2:56. A—24,864 (49,115).
Athlehcs 11, Oriole:
OAKLA BALTIMORE
abrhbi abrhbi
Kotsaycf 4200BRbrtszb 3010
Kielty If 1000 LLopez2b 1000
!!’mcs [} 62 3 3 Newhn dh 4010
haz3b 4100 Morash 4010
je rf 3212 Tejadass 3010
Min 0100 RPImo 1b 3010
Httberg1b 513 4 Jvlopzc 3000
irazo 4020 Mchado ¢ 0000
Mihuse ¢ 422 2 Surhoff If 3000
rosbyss 4000 Gbbonsrf 3000
Scutaro2b 50 2 0 Hrst Jr cf 2000
KGarca cf 1000
Totals 40111311 Totals 30050
guklmd 000 016 m—l‘x’
a

re -
P-Gaiand 2. LOB—0akland 10, Balti-
<3, 28-talteberg 2 23), burado (z5).
TR-Byrres (18), Dye (19, Hatteberg
Melhuse (7).

P H RER BB SO

Oakland

THudsonW,g4 9 5 0 0 0 4

Baltimore

RLopez L,10-8 s 08333 2

parmsh 12210

Willar ORI B

Rodr;}quez 2" 1 210
o Rodriaudz (Crosty. *T—2ido.

A—32,243'(48,286).
Twins 8, Vankees 2

NEW YORK _ MINNESOTA
abrti ™ abrhbi
Loftonef 'S 110 shetwrtlf 4331
Jeterss 5010 Jonestt 5110
Shiffeldrf 3111 THntercf 5022
BWimsdh 4010 Mmeautb 4111
Matsuflf 2021 LForddh 3111
Posadac  4010Koskiesb 4133
gerudlb  3010CGmnss 3010
Caro3b  4000FHBncoc 4000
EWilsn2b  4Q1QRvas2b 4110
Totals * 34292Totals 368138
New York 000 001" 010-2
Minngsota 1 010 28
- Cairo2 7). Dp—Minnesota 1. LOB=New
Yor nnesota 8. 28 13),
Rivds (i2) R Shesteid (3, Vigrheay i
Koskle 1), S8=THunter”(16). SF~Mat
P H RER BB SO
NiELT  es 9 6 & 2 2
Nitkowski 0710000
ctor 32200
innes
Radke W86 7 61115
IRinc Praand
Romero

Nitkowsii pitched m 1 batee) in'the 7o
- (Shstewart)
WP Vhzquez. T2 A-38.768 (45429,

Devil Rays 8, Angels 3

ANAHEIM TAMPA BAY
N abrhbi ab
Eckstinss 5121 Crwfrdlf 3
Erstadlb  3112Uptonss 5
ere 2010 Huftdn H
ndsncf 4010 TMrtnzlb 3
JGillendh 4000 Lugosb 3
Vnon ' 4020 THall ¢ 3
Ady2 4010 doczst 2
IMolnac 3000 Can 1
Weeay 1000 Ghoner 3

Figgins3b 4110

tals 3639 3 Totals 32

e 020" 000

o1 oo oz

E—Tka\fy(B) LOB—Anaheim 7.
Siag o) Cneon H‘) s's hsams éz%y Craw-
Siad -
ford 2 (49). ;JSF —Luge 99

ana RER BB SO
KBRS L7 456 5 5 4 3
Donnelly 151000 3
Gregg 2331 1
"'"”“5\/
grazeltonls4 5 8 303 13
HEREEE]
B_by Greg (Gathngs ), by, Kescobar
(hariing). 15 Ao R ik

Tigers 11, Whlte Sox 8

DETROIT

abribi © abr
Infante2b 4121 Rwandcf 52
cillenss 511 1RAmrab 40
Rdrzc~ 4120 Caleeit 41
Dvongdh 512 1Knerkolb 31
RoWntelf 3220 Cewttdh 40
Monroelf 0000 Uribess 30
CPenalb 3210 Ventinss 20
Hognsnrf 3335 Brehdrft 51
Inge3b = 5011BDavisc 22
Logancf  8010Crede3b 41
Totals ~ 3911159 Totals 368
Detroit 130 2307002

04
Boriguez ®, Inge & fowana
Dp_ bttt nicagord LoB ool T,
cago '8 281 wonn uez
Bount 10) Higainson 3 (. Sorshard
ung (10), Higginson 2 (7). Borchar
RIS 5% ﬁmme (10),"Higginson
Cs—Roward (). S—Ralora. SECEverett,

%
{evin 4
Yan

MJackson 1,
Adidns

0
o Marte (H) ). Wp—FGarci
oot YRR 3"355 (40615).

Mariners 16, Royals 3
SEATTLE KANSAS CITY
ISuzuki rf

_;; _N;_ b

&

l

£

3
;mguim‘::mm:»g
T L oo oom o oo

8

gé

as City
=BBoone (), Relaford (). Aglanco @,

ppseattle 1, Kaneas City —Seattle
9. 2B—| Ibanez (13). Jacobsen
SRS o 3B Wi . B vk

(6), BBoone 2 (17).
3 RER BB SO

Seattle
Magritschwso 75 418
1 00001
Nageotle_ 132201
Kansas City

May L,9-13 2 9 9 9 1 2
ney ¥p5 1 11 3
VasQuez 2/ 4 6 3 1 4
2 l 0

vasque
REa0 sl Goges). aue

AL leaders
Batting
G AB R H Pct
ISuzuki Sea 117 515 72 189 .367
Mora Bal 96 376 130 .

IRodriguez Det 103 408 55 138 .338
VGuerrero Ana 114 453 89 147 325
Young Tex 116 504 83 162 .321
urazo Oak 104 373 59 119 319
MRamirezBos 111 417 75 132 317
THafner Cle uo 390 79 123 315
da Bal 118 473 76 199 315

s

Home Run:
DOrtiz, Boston, 30; MRamirez, Boston,
Teixeira, Texas, 29; Konerko, Chicago, 29; AR-
odriguez, New York 9.

Tejads, Bammore,m Domz.sosmn 105
Hafner, Cleveland,

ing (13 Becisions)
Mulder, Oak\and 15-4,.789; PMartinez, Bos-
ton, 13-4, .765; Rogers, Texas, 145, .737;
schilling, Boston, 14-6, .700.

National League

East Division
L Pt GB
Atlanta 51 568 —
Florida 5 500 8
Philadelphia 60 4% 8%
New York 479 100
Montreal 69 415 18
Central Division
st. Louis -
Chicago 15
Houston 2
Pittsburgh 200
Cincinnati 20
Milwaukee 2%
Los Angeles
san Francisco B
San Diego A
Colorado 16%
Arizona 3%

‘Tuesday’s game:
Houston 5, Philadelpfia 0
Milw: keez Chicago Cubs 1

Cu\umdas M e
Pittsburgl

Canblego i, Aianta &
Los Angeles 6, Florida 1

s games

Montreal at San Francisco, DH

Houston at Philadelphia

Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee
incinnati at St. Lous

N.Y. Mets at Colorado

itsburgh at Arzona

Atlanta at San Die

Florica at Los Angales

ursday’s games
allouston (Hemandez o- L% Philadelphia
Chicago Cubs (Maddux 11-8)at Milwaukee
(Capuano 6-6)
N.Y. Mets (Leiter 9-4) at Colorado (Fassero

“Pittsburgh (Ol Perez 8-6) at St. Louis (Mar-
quis 12-4
Atlanta_(Ru.Ortiz 136) at Los Angeles

(Ishii 11-6)
Friday's games
Pittsburgh at St. Louis, DH

Chicago Cubs at Houston
Philadelphia at Milwaukee
Montrealat Colorado
Horida

‘Atlanta at Los Angeles.
N.Y. Mets at San Francisco

Tuesday
Dodgers 6, Marlins 1
FLORIDA LOS ANGELES
abrhbi
rre 4010 laturis ss
LCstillo2b 4 0 1 0 SFinley cf
LDucac 3000 Brdley If
ch 0000 Beltre 3b
Cbrera If 4010 ShGren rf
Lowell 3b 4010 Choi 1b
Conine 1b 4000 Maynec
JEcrenti 4010 Cora2h
AGnzlz ss 4120 WAlvrzp
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Teixeira becomes second Ranger to hit cycle

The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Mark
Teixeira needed only a single to
hit for the cycle, and his Texas
Rangers teammates wanted to
see him make baseball history.

“They were kidding me, telling
me to trip over first base if I hit
one into the gap,” Teixeira said.

Teixeira lined a single to center
off Cliff Bartosh, becoming the
second player in Rangers history
— and first in more than 19 years
— to hit for the cycle, leading
Texas to a 16-4 victory over Cleve-
land on Tuesday night.

“T just wanted to swing at a
good pitch,” said Teixeira, who
went 4-for-5 and drove in a ca-
reer-high seven runs. “I didn’t
want to get myself out on my last
at-bat.”

He also hit a two-run double in
the third, a three-run homer in
the fourth and a two-run triple in
the fifth. It was the club’s first
cycle since Oddibe McDowell ac-
complished the feat on July 23,
1985, against the Indians at Ar.
lington Stadium.

“This gave us a chance to
relax,” said Kevin Mench, who
fell a triple short of also hitting
for the cycle. “[The game] was a
part of history.”

Teixeira is the fifth player to hit
for the cycle this season, joining
Milwaukee’s Chad Moeller, Pitts-
burgh’s Daryle Ward, Philadel-
phia’s David Bell and the New
York Mets’ Eric Valent.

Teixeira left for a pinch-runner
after his single, leaving to a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd of
24,864 with his team ahead 16-1.

He showed little emotion as he
came off the field.

“Anytime you're up 16-1, you

never want to show the other
team up, show too much on the
field,” Teixeira said. “I was defi-
nitely happy and excited inside,
but you don’t want to be celebrat-
ing in a situation like that.”

Teixeira’s big day helped the
Rangers stretch their winning
streak to five games and gave
Scott Erickson his first victory in
more than two years.

Erickson (1-2) allowed one run
and three hits in six innings, and
won for the first time since Aug.
7, 2002, while with Baltimore.

“It was a relief to get all those
runs,” he said. “Imjusl glad the
Rangers are giving me a chance
to pitch on a regular

Doug Brocail p)tched lhe final
three innings for his first save
since July 7, 1999, with Detroit.

Texas stayed a half-game be-
hind Oakland in the AL West,
while Cleveland dmpped 3%
games behind Minnesota in the
AL Central.

Cliff Lee (10-5) allowed a ca-
reer-high eight runs and seven
hits in 3'/3 innings for the Indians,
who are 1-7 against the Rangers.

“They have had our number all
season,” Indians manager Eric
Wedge said. “We've got to sepa-
rate ourselves from this, come
out tomorrow and be ready to

In other AL games Tuesday:

Devil Rays 8, Angels 3: B.J.
Upton became the first teenager
to homer in a major league game
since Pittsburgh’s Aramis
Ramirez on June 16, 1998, help-
ing Tampa Bay stop a six-game

Texas first baseman Mark Teixeira became the second Ranger ever to

hit for the cycle in a 16-4 victory over the Cleveland Ine
gton, Texas. Oddibe McDowell was the only other Ranger
h the feat — also against the Indians — on July 23, 1985.

night in Arl

to accom)

losing streak with a home victory.

The 19-year-old Upton, the No.
2 overall pick in the 2002 amateur
draft, homered in the third on his
39th career at-bat with an oppo-
site-field shot to right off Kelvim
Escobar (7-9).

Mariners 16, Royals 3: Ichiro
Suzuki went 4-for-4 and drove in
a career-high five runs, leading
off the game with a home run for
the second straight day for visit-

ns on Tuesday

ing Seattle.

Bret Boone hit two homers and
had four RBIs, and Raul Ibanez
had a career-high five hits and
scored four runs for Seattle,
which set season highs for runs
and hits (20).

Athletics 11, Orioles 0: Tim
Hudson (8-4) pitched a five-hit-
ter, struck out four and walked
none in his first victory since
June 11, and Scott Hatteberg’s

second grand slam of the season
highlighted a four-homer attack.
Jermaine Dye, Eric Byrnes and
Adam Melhuse also homered for
the visiting A’s, who have out-
scored Baltimore 14-1 in the first
two games of the three-game set.

Red Sox 5, Blue Jays 4: Orlan-
do Cabrera hit a run-scoring dou-
ble off the Green Monster in the
ninth inning on reliever Justin
Speier’s second pitch of the game,
giving Boston the victory.

Pinch-hitter Dave Roberts
drew a leadoff walk and Johnny
Damon hit into a forceout off
Kevin Frederick (0-2). Cabrera,
13-for-65 since he was acquired
July 31, hit a drive off the
left-field scoreboard. The ball
bounded high in the air as Damon
came around and slid in ahead of
Kevin Cash’s tag.

Twins 8, Yankees 2: At Minne-
apolis, Brad Radke (8-6) allowed
one run and six hits in seven in-
nings to improve to 4-9 against
New York, and Corey Koskie
drove in three runs as Minnesota
ended a 13-game regular-season
losing streak against the Yankees
that dated to 2001.

Tigers 11, White Sox 8: Bobby
Higginson hu a three-run homer
in the second inning and a
two-run drive in the fourth, and
visiting Detroit hit four homers
off Freddy Garcia (10-10).

Chicago was without manager
0Ozzie Guillen, who was hospital-
ized and might have kidney
stones. Guillen also served the
first game of a two-game suspen-
sion.

Walker’s tear continues with slam

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Larry Walker
has learned quickly that St. Louis
Cardinals’ fans know how to cele-
brate.

Tony Womack scored the
go-ahead run on a bases-loaded
walk from Danny Graves in the
eighth inning and Walker hit the
next pitch for a grand slam in the
Cardinals’ 7-2 victory over the
Cmcmnau Reds on Tuesday

ht.

Walker has three homers and is
hitting .370 in nine games with St.
Louis, which acquired the 1997
NL MVP from Colorado on Aug. 6.

He earned his first curtain call
with the Cardinals.

“I was pushed out of the dugout
to get out there, not sure knowing
what to do,” said Walker, who hif
his sixth career slam. “It was fun
to go out there, it was fun to win,
it was fun to hear the crowd get as
loud as they were.”

The NL Central leaders are
13-2 against the Reds this season
and will try to complete a

Graves  (1-5)
with an RBI
single.

Cal Eldred
(3-0) gave up
one hit d
struck out two in a scoreless
eighth.

Glanls 5, Expos 4: At San Fran-
cisco, Barry Bonds homered
twice, Jason Schmidt pitched
eight strong innings before his
bullpen blew his chance to be-
come the first 16-game winner in
the major leagues and J.T. Snow
singled home the winning run off
Luis Ayala (4-9) in the ninth.

San Francisco has won six
straight and leads San Diego by a
game in the NL wild-card race.

Dustin Hermanson (5-5) blew
his first save in five chances, al-
lowing Tony Batista’s tying sin-
gle. Schmidt left with a right
groin injury after coming out to
start the ninth.

Padres 11, Braves 6: Jake
Peavy (9-3) struck out nine in
seven innings, allowing only a sec-

NL

Roundup

swe
mghl St Louis opened a 15+ game
lead over second-place Chicago
— the Cardinals’ largest advan-
tage since Aug. 10, 1968, a year
they won the NL pennant.
Cincinnati led 2-1 in the eighth
before Jim Edmonds greeted

g single by Andruw
Jones and a fourth-inning home
run by Chipper Jones that extend-
ed his streak of games with home
runs to five.

Freddy Guzman got a hit,
scored a run and had an RBI in
his major league debut for the

homestanding Padres.

Jaret Wright (11-6), who had
been 9-0 in 14 starts since May
22, forced in a pair of runs with
bases-loaded walks and allowed
five runs, three hits and five
walks in just two-thirds of an in-
ning.

Brewers 3, Cubs 1: At Milwau-
kee, Victor Santos (10-8) im-
proved to 3-1 against the Cubs
this season, allowing five hits in
6'/3 innings, including Sammy
Sosa’s 26th homer. Santos had
lost five straight decisions since
beating Chicago on July 16.

Dan Kolb pitched the ninth for
his 34th save in 37 chances.

Carlos Zambrano (11-7) lost for
the first time in four starts, and
Chicago fell 1/ games out in the
wild-card race. Bill Hall hit a
two-run triple for last-place Mil-
waukee.

Dodgers 6, Marlins 1: At Los
Angeles, Wilson Alvarez (7-3) al-
lowed an unearned run in seven
innings to win his fourth straight
decision, and Steve Finley and
Adrian Beltre homered.

AJ. Burnett (3-6) allowed
three runs, four hits and two
walks over six innings and struck
out nine as Florida dropped 52
games out in the -card race.

Astros 5, Phillies 0: Roy Os-
walt (13-8) wmbmed with Mike

St. Louis right fielder Larry Walker tosses his bat after flying out in the
fifth inning against the Cincinnati Reds in St. Louis on Tuesday. Three
innings later, Walker hit a grand slam in the Cardinals’ 7-2 victory.
Walker is hitting .370 since being acquired by the Cardinals.

Gallo and Dan Miceli on a five-hit-
ter, and Raul Chavez hit a
three-run double as Houston won
for the third time in nine games.
Randy Wolf (5-8) allowed five
runs and six hits in seven innings.
The Phillies (59-60), 1-7 on their
homestand and under .500 for the
first time since May 7, are six
back in the wild-card race and As-
tros are 62 games behind.
Rockies 6, Mets 4: At Denver,
Jason Jennings (11-10) allowed
three runs and seven hits in seven
innings, had two hits and drove in
a run. Matt Holliday drove in the

go-ahead run with a solo homer
off Dan Wheeler (3-1) in the
sixth.

Pirates 7, Diamondbacks 1:
Craig Wilson and Ty Wigginton
homered, and Ryan Vogelsong
“4-9) allowed one run and six hits
in seven innings as visiting Pitts-
burgh won its fous

Arizona has lost 16 of 17 and
dropped to 7-35 under interim
manager Al Pedrique. Stephen
Randolph (2-3) gave up two runs,
four hits and three walks in three

ings, his first major league
start for Arizona after 89 relief ap-
pearances.
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Mad dash
to football
camp in
Wiirzburg

Annual event has
arecord turnout

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany
While the military community in
Europe faces cutbacks,
DODDS-Europe’s annual high
school summer football camp con-
tinues to grow.

“We have 425 players this
year,” said Ansbach head coach
Marcus George, who's co-direct-
ing the three-day event this year
with Eric Mead of Wiirzburg.
“It's the biggest camp ever.

“We started this thing back in
1987, and it's just grown and
grown and grown. We had 308
[campers] last year. This thing is
like a big freight train. Once it
gets rolling, it just keeps going
down the track.”

The players come from as far
away as England and receive in-
struction in all phases of the
game.

Kicking and punting is being
addressed for the first time this
year. George and Mead induced

99% M’PRWAL RATE
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James Esters of Ansbach (center) wins the 40-yard dash Wednesday during the DODDS-Europe football

camp at Wiirzburg, Germany. Esters

hed in 4.55 seconds, beating Heidelberg’s T.J. Trice (right) and

Kaiserslautern’s Donovan Morris (left). Camp co-director Marcus George said 425 players are participating.

kicking coach Rex Robinson to
come from Alabama to teach
DODDS-Europe’s punters and
place kickers.

Forty volunteer instructors run
the sessions, George said. Most of
them are DODDS coaches or as-
sistants. The instructors conduct
three sessions daily, the last of
which ends at 9 p.m. They end
each night with a coaches” meet-
ing.

“Football coaches are the hard-
est-working of any coaches,”
George said. “If we feed them
and give them a shirt, they’ll do
anything.”

For the past six years, the camp
was hosted by Bitburg, but with
the retirement of Barons’ coach
Rik Carr this summer, Mead and
George stepped into the host role.

Location, doesn’t seem to mat-
ter. Campers were anxious to put
on pads and start another season.

“It’s a chance to get back on ba-
sics,” said Ramstein newcomer
Gregory Anderson, a linebacker
entering his junior year. “T didn’t
get to work out this summer.”

The hiatus didn’t seem to hurt.
Anderson, who said he would

RUSTY BRYAN/Stars and Stripes

Wiesbaden’s Thomas Lawler
prepares for his first season of
varsity football by taking pai
receiving drill Wednesday dt
the three-day DODDS-Europe
football camp. The number of
camp participants has increased
by over 100 from last year.

have been a second-team line-
backer at Neville High School in
Leesville, La., won the linemen’s
40-yard dash in 4.7 seconds on
Wednesday.

The sprint was the first of sever-
al competitions to break up the in-
structional tone of the camp.
James Esters of Ansbach won the
backs’ and receivers’ 40-yard
dash in 4.55.

“This is my second time at this
camp,” said Esters. “I'm here for
the same reason I was here last
year: I came to get better.”

Jackie Demps of Giebelstadt
and LoriAnne Caldwell of
Wiirzburg — two community vol-
unteers — had personal motiva-
tions to help.

“We're football moms,” Demps
said.

Both women said they've been
able to deal fairly easily with any-
thing that’s happened.

“We did a lot of thinking and
pre-planning,” said Caldwell as
she and Demps organized the
first day’s lunch for the staff.
“We’re relying heavily on others.
They've all done more than we
asked.”

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Dodgers’
Dreifort
likely out
for season

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Dodgers re-
liever Darren Dreifort was diag-
nosed with a torn anterior cru
ate ligament in his right knee
Tuesday, which
could sideline
him for the rest

MLB
briefs

booed while leaving the mound in
the eighth inning of a 4-2 loss to
Florida. The right-hander inherit-
ed the setup role for the NL West
leaders after Guillermo Mota was
traded to the Marlins on July 30.
Team physician Dr. Frank
Jobe strongly suggested sea-
son-ending surgery, but said the
injury is not career-threatening.
Dreifort, in the fourth season of
2855 million, three-year contract,
is 1-4 with a 444 ERA in a ca-
reer-high 60 appearances.

Good news for ailing
Boston reliever Williamson
BOSTON — Red Sox reliever

Scott Williamson got good news
Tuesday night when he learned
his ailing right elbow might heal
without undergoing Tommy John
surgery for a second time.

Dr. William Morgan, Boston’s
team physician, said Williamson
would start a rehabilitation pro-
gram of 10-14 days without throw-
ing and might pitch this season.

But “if he has a problem, we’ll
consider the reconstructive sur-
gery,” Morgan said Tuesday.

Giambi has minor sethack

TAMPA, Fla. — Yankees first
baseman Jason Giambi continued
his upper body workout and ran
in a pool Wednesday, one day
after mildly straining his groin.

Giambi has been working out
the past week to get into playing
shape after being diagnosed with
a benign tumor last month.

“It’s going to be a little bit of a
setback, but not too bad,” Giambi
said. “It’s nothing serious.”

Angels put IF Quinlan on DL

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The
Anaheim Angels placed infielder
Robb Quinlan on the 15-day dis-
abled list Tuesday with an in-
jured left oblique muscle.

Quinlan, a rookie who is hitting
.344 with five homers and 23 RBIs
in 56 games, was hurt swinging in
batting practice on Tuesday.

Mets’ starter Zambrano
questionable for next start
DENVER — New York Mets

right-hander Victor Zambrano
left in the second inning of Tues-
day night's game against Colo-
rado with elbow inflammation.

ets said he is question-
able for his start on Sunday
against San Francisco.

More delays for Pettitte
PHILADELPHIA — Andy Pet-
titte’s next start for the Houston
Astros has been pushed back two
days because of a sore left elbow.
Pettitte is scheduled to pitch

against the Cubs on Saturday.
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Giants QB Manning
to get first NFL start

The Associated Press

Eli Manning will start for the New York
Giants in Thursday night’s game in Caroli-
na, but that doesn’t mean the first pick in
April's NFL Draft has beaten out Kurt
Warner for the starting quarterback job.

“It’s a rotation that I planned to do all
along,” coach Tom Coughlin said. “It's
Eli’s turn. Eli will go. He'll start. Last week
was Kurt. This week it’s ELi.”

Warner, signed by the Giants after being
released by St. Louis, started the Giants’
first game, a 34-24 victory over Kansas
City last Friday.

“The decision coming in was that they
‘were going to compete for the job,” Cough-
lin said. “Therefore, we were going to give
both of them the opportunity to start, and
this week is Eli’s opportunity.”

“I didn’t know what their feeling was;
how they were going to go into the pre-
season,” Manning said. “I guess they want
to give me a shot to see how I do against a
starting defense and see if I can manage a
game well.”

Warner did not seem upset.

“The only fair way in a competitive situa-
tion like this is to give guys the same oppor-
tunity,” Warner said. “It wasn’t a surprise.
It wasn’t disappointing. It’s part of the deal
T expected going in, and leave it at that.”

Kicker Bill Gramatica
had back spasms at prac-
tice and his status for the
game against Carolina is
uncertain.

Eagles: Defensive end

N.D. Kalu will miss the season after tear-
ing the anterior cruciate ligament in his
right knee during Tuesday’s practice.

Kalu started 16 games last year and fin-
ished third on the team with 5%2 sacks.

Coach Andy Reid said Derrick Burgess
will start at right end, with Jerome McDou-
gle getting additional playing time.

Raiders: Left tackle Robert Gallery, the
second player taken in the NFL Draft,
didn’t practice Tuesday morning because
of an elbow injury, leaving his status uncer-
tain for Saturday’s preseason game against
Dallas. Gallery hyperextended his elbow
during a blocking drill Monday.

Redskins: Washington cut Ifeanyi Oha-
lete, who started 15 games at strong safety
last season. Ohalete, beaten for a 68-yard
touchdown pass in a 23-20 overtime loss to
Carolina on Saturday, had lost his starting
job when the Redskins drafted Sean Taylor
and shifted Matt Bowen to strong safety.

Jaguars: Veteran guard Mike Compton
is scheduled for surgery on an injured
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Top overall draft pick Eli Manning, who got a six-year, $45 mi

n contract, completed

seven of 13 passes for 91 yards in his first NFL game Friday against Kansas City.

thumb that will keep him out 10-14 days.
Coach Jack Del Rio said Tony Brackens,
the franchise’s career sacks leader, could
be out longer than one week with a
strained muscle in the back of a knee.
Titans: Cornerback Samari Rolle had an
MRI on his sore right ankle Tuesday.
Coach Jeff Fisher said Rolle is question-
able for Saturday night's exhibition at Buf-
falo. Rolle hurt his ankle during a drill in

the opening days of camp and continued
practicing until last Wednesday.

Broncos: Champ Bailey, a four-time Pro
Bowl cornerback, split time as a wide re-
ceiver during Tuesday’s practice.

“I told them I would like to do it,” said
Bailey. “I intend to do it.”

Coach Mike Shanahan had no comment
on the matter, but watched intently as
Bailey ran about 10 plays with the offense.

Jamal Lewis hit with extra drug charge

D. Sanders

The Associated Press
ATLANTA  —  Baltimore
Ravens running back Jamal
Lewis, already facing federal
drug conspiracy charges, was hit
Tuesday with

an extra charge

of attempting to
possess co-
caine.

The charge
was included in a superseding in-
dictment, a common move used
by federal authorities to refine the
original accusations.

Lewis is accused of trying to
get the cocaine with his childhood
friend, Angelo Jackson. Prosecu-
tors say Lewis and Jackson tried

to buy cocaine in Atlanta in 2000
from an undercover informant.

Both were charged in the con-
spiracy case in February, but at
first only Jackson was charged
with attempted cocaine posses-
sion. On Tuesday, the govern-
ment announced both would be
charged.

Lewis’ lawyers called the extra
charge minor and didn’t think it
would complicate their defense.
Lewis has maintained his inno-
cence.

“This is not big news for us,”
said Lewis’ attorney Ed Garland.

thought could get him cocaine, al-
though the woman waiting there
was an informant.

Lewis called the informant two
weeks later and asked her to sell
Jackson a kilogram of cocaine, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Among Lewis’ charges is the
use of a telephone to facilitate a
felony.

Lewis’ trial is scheduled to
begin Nov. 1 in Atlanta. The run-
ning back has said he will not let
the trial distract him from the up-
coming season.

Inits latest i the gov-
ernment wrote that Lewis took
Jackson to a restaurant in Atlanta
to introduce him to a woman he

Cowhoys stadium vote
ARLINGTON, Texas — City
Council members gave initial ap-

proval Tuesday night for a deal
with the Dallas Cowboys to build
a $650 million football stadium in
Arlington and to place the project
in voters’ hands.

Arlington council members
unanimously voted to place a ref-
erendum on the Nov. 2 ballot ask-
ing voters to increase sales and
other taxes to pay for half of the
retractable-roof, 75,000-seat stadi-
um that would be among the
NFL’s largest.

Mayor Robert Cluck said Ar-
lington, halfway between Dallas
and Fort Worth, would be the
ideal location for the venue,
which likely would be built next
to the Texas Rangers' Ame-
riquest Field.

NHL labor talks yield no progress as lockout looms

BY IRA PODELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL and
the players association moved no

New Jersey. “We'll have further
discussions so that hopefully we
can find areas where we are in
agreement and build from there.”

The next talks will take place
two days next week in Ottawa,
then resume Aug. 30 and Sept. 1
in Montreal, which will host

closer to a collective
agreement during a five-hour
meeting Tuesday. In fact, the
sides took a slight detour.

During the third negotiating
session in six weeks, the NHLPA
formally rejected six proposed
concepts put forth by the league
that were discussed in the previ-
ous two meetings. Talks then shift-
ed to a general discussion of
league and specific team econom-
ics and operations.

“Today can be more fairly char-
acterized as a side step in the pro-
cess,” NHLPA senior director
Ted Saskin said after a meeting in

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Boston Bruins
captain Joe Thornton was
awarded a near-record $6.75
million in arbitration Tuesday
for the 2004-2005 season.

The Bruins said they would
honor the award, which fell just
short of the record $7 million
awarded to New Jersey defense-
man Scott Niedermayer last
week, and to Philadelphia’s
John LeClair four years ago.

Arbiter gives Thornton $6.75 M

Thornton’s agent, J.P. Barry,
said Thornton had sought $8 mil-
lion, while the Bruins had of-
fered $5.5 million, his salary last
season. The team said it would
not disclose its arbitration offer.

“Joe’s pleased, he thinks it’s
fair for a one-year deal,” Barry
said Tuesday.

‘Thornton had 23 goals and 73
points last season, but had no

oints and a minus-6 rating in
seven playoff games.

World Cup of Hockey games on
those nights.

The current contract between
the league and its players expires
Sept. 15.

Bill Daly, the NHL’s chief legal
officer, and Saskin expressed a
willingness to have regular meet-
ings. If a deal isn’t in place by
Sept. 15, a lockout is expected to
be imposed.

As each fruitless meeting
wraps up, a hockey shutdown be-
comes more likely.

“No proposals were discussed
or exchanged,” Saskin said. “We
had dialogue on both team-specif-
ic and industry issues and will
continue the dialogue in our next
meeting.

“I would not characterize to-
day’s meeting as having made
any progress in any direction.”

considering
comeback
with Ravens

BY JAMISON HENSLEY
The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE —  Deion
Sanders, one of the NFL's
greatest cornerbacks, con-
firmed he is considering com-
ing out of retirement to play
for the Baltimore Ravens after
‘weeks of persuasive talks with
linebacker Ray Lewis and cor-
nerback Corey Fuller.

A decision from the
seven-time Pro Bowl defender
is expected within a couple of
weeks, a league source said.

Sanders would take a
low-key role with the Ravens,
coming in as the fifth defensive
back on passing situations.

“Inever say never,” Sanders
told The Baltimore Sun in a
phone interview while school
shopping with his children out-
side Dallas. “It would be a won-
derful thing if I got the opportu-
nity to play.”

According to a source close
to Sanders, he still has “blaz-
ing” speed but wants to test his
conditioning over the next two
weeks before deciding wheth-
er to return.

The 37-year-old Sanders,
who has been out of football
for three seasons, will only
come back if he can prove he
can perform at a level consis-
tent with what he has come to
expect from himself, the
source added.
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Silver: Minor flaws keep
U.S. women from gold

SILVER, FROM BACK PAGE

The Americans, meanwhile, sat
glumly in their seats. few
clapped. Most simply stared
ahead, perhaps thinking about all
the wasted opportunities.

“We made small mlslakes,“
Bela Karolyi said. “Small mis-
takes are to be paid for. And we

aid.”

This was supposed to be a team
immune to imperfection. Tt was
hand-picked by Martha Karolyi,
who carefully chose what she
hoped would be the right mix of
power, grace, determination and
steely nerves.

Last year’s world champion-
ship team won gold despite losing
half of its squad to injury, an awe-
some display of resilience. With
no setbacks, this year’s team
should easily have been able to
‘match that gold.

But these are the Olympics,
and there are no guarantees.

“I never stated a goal,” Martha
Karolyi said. “That was a major
competition out there. ... We're
happy because we pulled our-
selves back up to the medal
stand.”

The Americans’ problems
began in the unlikeliest of places
and with the unlikeliest of people.
The uneven bars is the team’s
strongest event, and Patterson usu-
ally is at her best under pressure.

But as she flew from the low
bar, she landed too close to the
high bar and hit it at a dead stop.
With no momentum, she had to
muscle her way up to a hand-
stand, but it was slow and looked
awkward. With her rhythm off,
she clipped the low bar on her
next swing around, and even the
crowd winced.

“I thought it was good she kept
the routine moving and did as
well as she did,” U.S. coach Kelli
Hill said.

But Patterson was bly
upset, and she hurried to the Side.
line after seeing her score of
9.287. Evgeny Marchenko, her
coach, tried to console her with a
pep talk and a pat on the back, but
Patterson was having none of it,
her lips pursed and face pinched.

“She was so successful the first
day, sometimes it's just hard to
keep at that level,” Martha Karo-
lyi said.

Terin Humphrey and Kupets
managed to take away some of
the sting with dazzling routines.
Kupets, the world champion on
bars in 2002, flits and flies with
the ease of a bird. When she hit
the mat with a solid thud, she
arched her back, puffed out her
chest and grmned brightly.

Her score of 9.662 lifted the
Americans into first place, but it
would be a fleeting stop.

After Alexandra Eremia and
Ponor put up the two highest
scores on the balance beam, the
Americans needed to be perfect
to match them. Instead, they start-
ed out in a hole when Kupets was
pulled from the lineup with a sore
right hamstring.

Bhardwaj replaced Kupets,
and she gave a clutch perfor-
mance with only 10 minutes no-
tice. She landed three straight
back handsprings, and she did a
back aerial somersault from a
standing position easier than
most people can do a cartwheel.

“Mo stepped up to the plate and
did a phenomenal job for us,” Hill
said. “She anchored the team
cold, and we were very excited
for her to do that.”
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Carly Patterson had the arena
rocking with her floor routine; her
mistakes came later on the bars.

She made several slight errors,
though, including cutting out one
move after wobbling on a somer-
sault landing — and she paid for
it with a 9.4 that dropped the
Americans behind the winners.

“I'was a little stressed out given
the amount of time I had,” Bhard-
waj said. “Mentally T wasn’t com-
pletely prepared, but I thought I
did well with what I was dealt.”

The Americans had one last
chance at gold but quickly gave it

Prancmg and dancing to an in-
fectious percussive beat, Kupets
had the audience clapping along.
She was grinning, clearly having
fun, until it was time to do what
looks like a simple dance move.

Spinning in place like a balleri-
na in a music box, Kupets lost her
balance and stumbled out of the
pirouette. The crowd gasped, her
smile disappeared.

Such a little error, such a big
price.

Roddick, Williams
stunned in tennis

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Andy Rod-
dick hit one last errant shot into
the net and hung his head, his
medal hopes over. A short while
later, Venus Williams was gone,
t00.

In back-to-back stunners at the
Olympic tennis tournament, Rod-
dick was upset by No. 16 Fernan-
do Gonzalez of Chile 6-4, 6-4, and
defending gold medalist Williams
lost to Mary Pierce of France 6-4,
6-4. Both were third-round match-

es.

“I'm gutted right now. It's not
every day we get to play this,”
Roddick said. “You say,
‘Next year.””

Late in his match, some specta-
tors began chanting, “Chile!
Chile!” When a group of Roddick-
’s fans responded with “U-S-.
U-S-A!”, they drew boos and whis-
tles.

For the first time since tennis
returned to the Olympics as a
medal sport in 1988, no US.

iams’ exit, No.
lost to No. 2 Amelie Mauresmo of
France 63, 6-1, and Lisa Ray-
mond was eliminated by Alicia
Molik of Australia 6-4, 6-4.

“Just a pretty rough day for
Americans,” U.S. coach Zina Gar-
rison said.

Some did stick around, though.
Mardy Fish got past Max Mirnyi
of Belarus 6-3, 4-6, 6-1, and Tay-
lor Dent beat Ivan Ljubicic of
Croatia 6-4, 6-4 to reach the quar-
terfinals.

Martina Navratilova, in _her
first Olympics at age 47, and Ray-
mond advanced to the doubles
quarterfinals when their oppo-
nents, Mauresmo and Pierce,
pulled out. Mauresmo developed
a rash from a skin allergy during
her win over Rubin.

Williams, whose bid for a sec-
ond straight doubles title ended
in the first round, was broken in
the last game of each set against
Pierce, a two-time major champi-
on who'll face No. 1 Justine
Henin-Hardenne next.

Other quarterfinals: Mauresmo
vs. No. 5 Svetlana Kuznetsova of
Russia, Molik vs. No. 8 Ai Sugiya-
ma of Japan, and No. 11 Frances-
ca Schiavone of Italy vs. No. 3
Anastasia Myskina of Russia or
Eleni Daniilidou of Greece.

Williams was largely her own
undoing, with 51 unforced errors
and five double-faults, including
on match point. She said she
wasn’t hampered by her sister
Serena’s last-minute withdrawal
from the Olympics with a left
knee injury.

“That was over a week ago, and
in sports, that’s ages ago,” Venus
said.

Roddick had a chance to ex-
tend his match in the final game,
getting four break points, but he
failed to convert any. That was a
pattern throughout the match:
Roddick wasted his chances, and
Gonzalez converted his.

Gonzalez wallops each shot
with all his force, and he was on
target Wednesday, delivering 23
winners to Roddick’s six.

[ Olympics scoreboard
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Americans pull out

victory over Greece

Odom’s late defensive play helps
U.S. avoid further embarrassment

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — In past
Olympics, defeating a mediocre
team such as Greece by a mere
six points would be cause for
alarm for the United States.

1In 2004, it’s reason for a collec-
tive sigh of relief.

. men’s basketball team
was. breathmg easier Tuesday
night after its first victory of the

Athens
Games, a
77-71  win

’
LI G the host
country that
showed once
again  how
difficult success will be for the
Gang That Can’t Shoot Straight.

A 4-for-21 effort from
three-point range, 13 missed free
throws and 19 turnovers translat-
ed into a tough night for the Amer-
icans, who won despite Tim Dun-
can fouling out, Allen Iverson
playing with a broken thumb and
Lamar Odom fighting off severe
dehydration to come up with the
defensive play that ended the
home team’s last hope.

In other games, Spain again
looked like the class of the field
with an 87-76 victory over Argen-
tina, Yao Ming scored 39 points to
push China lead New Zealand
69-62, Lithuania defeated Puerto
Rico 98-90, Serbia-Montenegro
edged Italy 74-72 and Australia
defeated Angola 83-59.

fter two games, Spain (Group
B) and Lithuania (Group A) are
the only remaining undefeated
teams. The top four teams from
each six-team group advance to
the quarterfinals.

The Americans’ primary weak-
ness — outside shooting — was
again exploited by an opponent
that packed its defense into a
tight zone.

Greece had a chance to pull
within two with 18 seconds left,
but Odom defended the key play
of the game perfectly, holding his
hand steady and high and getting
a piece of Dimitris Pipanikou-
laou’s layup attempt.

Odom rebounded the miss and
made two free throws to lock up a
victory that helped keep the Unit-
ed States — coming off a hum-
blmg 19-point loss to Puerto Rico

m doubling its Olympic loss
mtal from the previous 68 years.

“We wanted to play this one
and get that out of our heads,”
Duncan said.

The game was a spectacle in
many ways, from U.S. coach
Larry Brown angrily gesturing at
the referees to the raucous Greek
fans taunting the Americans with
chants of “Puerto Rico!”, singing
soccer fight songs and waving
blue and white flags.

“Believe it or not, I think we’ll
make an outside shot someday,”
said Brown, who again expressed
anger at his players for failing to
accept the different roles he
needs them to play.

baskethall

13

Allen Iverson of the United States
smiles during a 77-71 victory
over Greece on Tuesday at the
Helliniko Indoor Arena in Athens.
Iverson, who played with a broken
thumb, scored 17 points.

Iverson scored 17 points, 13 of
them in the first half, and Duncan
had 13 of his 14 points in a third
quarter in which he picked up his
second, third and fourth fouls, set-
ting the stage for a tight fourth
quarter.

The Americans led 64-61 when
Duncan returned with 5:46 left,
and 67-63 when he fouled out
some two minutes later on a ques-
tionable loose-ball foul call that
left him staring in disbelief and
Brown pointing in anger at the of-
ficial who called it.

Odom and Stephon Marbury
scored inside to give the Ameri-
cans breathing room, though a
drive by Antonis Fotsis made it a
four-point game with 1:10 left.

Carlos Boozer then came up
with the Americans’ biggest field
goal of the night, rebounding
Shawn Marion’s missed
three-pointer from the corner
and banking it in for a 74-68 lead.

A three-pointer by Greece
made it 75-71, and Boozer missed
two free throws to give Greece a
chance to get within two.

Odom wouldn't let it happen.

“T just tried to stay down, keep
my body in front of him and make
him shoot the ball over me,” said
Odom, who was up all night with
a stomach virus and needed a 5
a.m. visit from his doctor because
of dehydration. “I was able to de-
flect it a little bit, and that was a
big play for our team.”

A turnover by Greece after
Odom’s free throws with 15.5 sec-
onds left finally quieted the
crowd and ended the suspense.

“That was the loudest arena
T've ever been in,” LeBron James
said. “That was electrifying.”

AP

U.S. shooter Kimberly Rhode, above, edged South Korea's Lee Bo Na for the gold in women’s double trap
‘Wednesday. Rhode is a two-time gold medalist in the event, which is being dropped from the Games.

Rhode wins double trap

’96 champ takes gold again in event’s final Games

BY DAVID MORDKOFF
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — American
Kim Rhode won the gold medal in
double trap Wednesday, staking a
unique claim as the first and last
winner of the Olympic event.

Rhode won the 1996 gold when
double trap was introduced in the
Atlanta Olympics, and she now
owns the 2004 medal in the event,
which is being eliminated. She
won the bronze in 2000.

“It's an amazing feeling,” said
Rhode, of El Monte, Calif. “I don’t
think it’s quite sunk in yet that
I've won. It usually hits me when
I get home.”

In women’s 25-meter pistol,
Maria Grozdeva of Bulgaria won
the gold medal, while Lenka Hyk-
ova of the Czech Republic won
the silver and Irada Ashumova of

Shooting

Azerbaijan took the bronze. Staff
Sgt. Elizabeth Callahan of the
U.S. Army Reserve finished tied
for 19th with Yukari Konishi of
Japan in the event.

Rhode and Lee Bo Na of South
Korea were tied at 110 entering
the 20-round final. Both hit their
first four sets of targets, and soon
distanced themselves from the
rest of the pack. Rhode was the
last shooter to miss in the final,
failing to hit the second target in
the 10th round.

Tied after 13 rounds, Lee
missed the second target on her
14th turn, while Rhode hit both to
take the lead. She did not trail
aagain in the competition.

After hitting one of two targets
on her final attempt, Rhode
turned around and didn’t not im-
mediately celebrate.

“I didn’t really know where I
stood,” she said. “I wasn’t too
sure when I walked off because
nobody cheered right away. So
when they started cheering, that’s
when I kind of knew.”

Lee finished with a 145, one
shot behind Rhode, to take the sil-
ver. Gao E of China defeated
countrywoman Li Qingnian in a
shoot-off to win the bronze.

In double trap, competitors
shoot at a pair of four-inch clay
targets that exit simultaneously
from two of three underground
bunkers. They are allowed one
shot per target.

Rhode will compete in skeet
later in these Olympics, and in fu-
ture Games plans on shooting
skeet and trap.

Navy rower reaches finals

Lt. j.g. Nuzum, Abdullah advance in double sculls after photo finish

BY BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

SCHINIAS, Greece — The
early success of the first black
Olympic rower on the U.S. men’s
team and his Navy officer partner
was supposed to end Wednesday.

Then came a furious come-
back. And a photo finish. Now
Aquil Abdullah and Lt. j.g. Henry
Nuzum will be racing for a medal
Saturday.

The duo finished in a dead heat
with Norway for third place in
their semifinal race. By sharing
the last qualifying spot, they
forced a rare seven-boat final and
gave themselves reason to be-
lieve more good things are ahead.

“If we put it all together and
have a good race then there’s no
reason why we can’t make our
dreams come true and be stand-
ing there on the podium,” said Ab-
dullah, a Washington, D.C. native
who played football until friends
persuaded him to try rowing dur-
ing his senior year of high school.

“We get better with each race”
added Nuzum, who was twice de-
ployed to Iraq as a Tomahawk
missile officer. “We can keep the
pattern going.”

Abdullah and Nuzum started
racing double sculls together this
season in a sport dominated by
crews with more established
chemistry. Their best finish had
been 10th in a World Cup race.

They certainly impressed the
Norwegians, who initially were
told they finished fourth.

Nils Somonsen and Morten Ad-
amsen tracked down the Ameri-
cans to congratulate them. Somon-
sen told them to “do something in
the final” and threw a friendly
punch to Nuzum’s chest.

Norwegian team officials
Jooked at the photo finish, thought
it was inconclusive and asked for
a review by FISA, rowing’s gov-
erning body. Officials agreed and
went with the unusual tie, allow-
ing both boats to advance.

After a poor start that left them
last in the six-boat field, Abdullah
and Nuzum picked up the pace

Aquil Abdullah, left, and Navy Lt.
j-8- Henry Nuzum appeared to
edge the team from Norway in the
men’s double sculls semifinals,
but the photo was ruled inconclu-
sive and both moved to the finals.

and finished the 2,000-meter race
in 6 minutes, 47 seconds, within
three seconds of Italy and
France, the top two finishers in
last year’s world championships.
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Nelson only medalist
for U.S. in shot put

The Associated Press

ANCIENT OLYMPIA, Greece
— Adam Nelson remained in the
shot put ring for three minutes,
pointing and pleading, even as
Yuriy ~ Bilonog  took  the
flag-draped victory lap that Nel-
son thought was his.

Nelson had led the entire com-
petition, but Bilonog’s final throw
tied Nelson for the best of the day
at 69 feet, 5% inches (21.16
meters). Nelson had one last
chance to win, and the intense
American unleashed a huge toss
— but was called for his fifth con-
secutive foul.

Since Nelson had no other good
throws and Bilonog had several,
the Ukrainian won the gold
Wednesday, leaving a stunned
Nelson standing helplessly at the
ancient site that birthed the Olym-
pics 28 centuries ago.

Replays showed Nelson’s foot
clearly out of the ring. “They said
I fouled. I didn’t think I did, and
they were right,” Nelson said af-
terward.

It was the second straight Olym-
pic silver medal for Nelson, a
former defensive tackle at Dart-
mouth. Denmark’s ~ Joachim
Olsen won the bronze.

Earlier Wednesday, Russia’s
Irina Korzhanenko became the
first woman to win a gold medal
at the aged venue, where the first
Games were held 2,780 years ago
for men only.

She recorded the three longest
throws of the day, including the
winning toss of 69-1%4 (21.06), the
best in the world this year.

The U.S. men had hoped for a
medal sweep — they had the top
17 tosses in the world this year,
all of them longer than Wednes-
day’s gold-winning distance.

But two-time medalist John Go-
dina failed to reach the final
rounds. He fouled twice and fell
short on his final attempt, failing
to make the final eight. Reese
Hoffa couldn’t advance past the
morning qualifying session. And

g Chris

(17 T Cantwell, who
on May 6 re-

medal e
(LG world-leading
73 feet, 112

inches (22.54), didn’t make it past
the U.S. Olympic trials.
Cycling

Men’s individual time trial:
Tyler Hamilton won the gold, and
teammate Bobby Julich picked
up the bronze.

Hamilton edged defending
men’s time trial gold medalist Vi-
atcheslav Ekimov of Russia by
about 19 seconds, taking home
the first Amencan road gold
since 1984 — when Alexi Grewal
won the road race in Los Angeles.

Women'’s individual time trial:
Leontien Zijlaard-van Moorsel of
the Netherlands — who suffered
hip and shoulder injuries in a fall
late in Sunday’s road race — suc-
cessfully defended her gold
medal by covering the 14.9-mile
course in 31 minutes, 11.53 sec-
onds. American Dede Barry was
24.09 seconds back.

Equestrian

Team eventing: France won
the gold medal in the three-day
team event after it lodged a pro-
test against Germany.

Initial results had Germany
winning the gold medal and
France the silver, while Britain
took bronze.

But the French team lodged a
protest with judges, claiming that
Bettina Hoy of Germany, riding
Ringwood Cockatoo, had crossed
the start line twice.

The judges agreed, docking
Germany 12 points, dropping it
from first place to fourth place
with 147.8 points.

France finished first with 140.4
points, followed by Britain with
143.0 points. The judges’ decision
lifted the United States to third,
and a medal, with 145.6.

AP

Japan’s Masae Ueno, right, fights
Slovenia’s Rasa Sraka in the
quarterfinals of women’s
under-70 kg judo

Van den Hoogenband
defends 100 free title

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Pieter van
den Hoogenband of the Nether-
lands successfully defended his
Olympic 100-meter freestyle title
Wednesday night.

Van den Hoogenband won the
gold medal in 48.17 seconds —
13-hundredths of a second faster
than his winning time at the Syd-
ney Games four years ago.

Roland of South Afri-

Ueno went on to win the gold.
Archery

Women'’s individual: South Ko-
rea’s Park Sung-hyun won the
first Olympic gold medal at an-
cient Panathinaiko Stadium, beat-
mg countrywoman Lee Sung-jin
in the final.

Tied at 100 after 11 shots, Park
scored a 10 with her final arrow.
Lee was unable to answer, scor-
ing an 8, to give Park the gold.

Canoe-kayak

Men’s single canoe: If not for
two seconds, Michal Martikan
would have reclaimed his Olym-
pic title from Tony Estanguet.

Estanguet won the gold medal
after a post-race review gave Mar-
tikan of Slovakia a two-second
penalty, making the total time for
the 1996 Atlanta Games champi-
on 189.28 seconds.

Women's single kayak: Ameri-
can Rebecca Giddens won the sil-
ver medal in the kayaking single
slalom, finishing well behind
Elena Kaliska of Slovakia. Helen
Reeves of Britain took the bronze.

Judo

Women's under 70 kg:
Two-time defending champion
Masae Ueno earned Japan’s fifth
gold medal in 10 judo events, ex-
tending her three-year undefeat-
ed streak in major international
competition.

Men’s under 90 kg: Ueno’s
teammate Hiroshi Izumi wound
up with silver when he was defeat-
ed in the men’s 90kg title match
by Zurab Zviadauri of Georgia.

ca, who trains at the University of
Arizona, took silver in 48.23. Aus-
tralia’s Ian Thorpe earned bronze
in 48.56, despite swimming in a
far outside lane because he had
the slowest qualifying time.

The Dutchman, who holds the
world record in the 100, earned
his third medal in Athens. He al-
ready has won silvers in the 200
freestyle and the 400 freestyle
relay.

Thorpe won his fourth medal of
these Games. He beat Van den
Hoogenband for gold in the 200
freestyle, won the 400 freestyle
and helped Australia to a silver
medal in the 800 freestyle relay.

The United States failed to ad-
vance either of its two swimmers
out of the preliminaries.

Women'’s 200 butterfly: Otylia
Jedrzejezak of Poland won her
third medal of the Olympics, over-
taking Australia’s Petria Thomas

to win gold.
Thomas was under
world-record  pace halfway

through the race, building a
body-length lead, but Jedrzejczak
had enough left to overtake the
Aussie in the final 50. The winner
touched in 2:06.05, just off her
own world mark of 2:05.78 set
two years ago.

Jedrzejczak avenged a loss to
Thomas in the 100 fly, winning
the first gold medal of her career.

Thomas settled for silver at
2:06.36, while Japan’s Yuko Na-
Kanishi edged out American Kait-
lin Sandeno for the bronze at
2:08.04. Sandeno was just 14-hun-
dredths of a second behind in
fourth, failing to win her third

medal of the
Athens
Games.
Sandeno
was set to re-
rn later in
the evening to anchor the U.S. 800
freestyle relay team.

Jedrzejczak is emerging as one
of the biggest female stars of the
Olympic swimming meet. She al-
ready had won a pair of silvers in
the 400 free and 100 butterfly be-
fore winning her first career gold.

Thomas also is having a superb
Olympics. Though she failed to
sweep the butterflies, she did add
to the two golds she’s already won
in the 100 fly and 400 freestyle
relay.

Women's 800 freestyle relay:
The United States smashed swim-
ming’s oldest record in winning
the relay for the third consecutive
Olympics.

Natalie Coughlin, Carly Piper,
Dana Vollmer and Kaitlin Sande-
no finished in a world-record 7
minutes, 53.42 seconds — more
than 2 seconds better than the
mark of 7:55.47 set 17 years to the
day by the former East Germany.

China earned silver in 7:55.97
and Germany took bronze in
7:57.35.

The United States won the
event in 1996 and 2000 — the only
other times it's been contested in
the Olympics. The Americans
also are the reigning world cham-
pions.

Piper was the only swimmer re-
tained from the morning prelimi-
naries, when the Americans had
the fastest time. Lindsay Benko,
Rhi Jeffrey and Rachel Komisarz
earned gold medals, too, for their
preliminary swims.

Men’s 200 breaststroke: Ja-
pan’s Kosuke Kitajima won gold,
completing a sweep of the breast-
stroke events. Kitajima won in
2:0944 seconds, ahead of
15-year-old Hungarian Daniel
Gyurta and American Brendan
Hansen.

Greek sprinters Kenteris, Thanou withdraw from Games

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Greek
sprinters Kostas Kenteris and Ka-
terina Thanou pulled out of the
Athens Games on Wednesday,
nearly a week after they missed a
drug test and were later hospital-
ized following a suspicious motor-
cycle crash.

“I'm withdrawing from the
Olympics,” Kenteris said after

tion of Athlet-
ics  Federa-
tions. The
TAAF will dis-
cuss the case
. 26 but
will not rule until well after the
Games, said Arne Ljungqvist, the
group’s anti-doping chief.
The I0C referred the case to
the sport’s governing body be-
cause any sanctions

Olym})ic

briefs

meeting with the
Olympic Committee’s disciplin-
ary commission.

He also said he cut ties with his
coach, Christos Tsekos, who had
been suspended by the Greek
Olympic Committee, along with
the two runners.

The I0C's executive board
went ahead with its hearing de-
spite the runners’

became a “moot point” when the
athletes withdrew from the Olym-
pics, I0OC spokeswoman Giselle
Davies said.

Kenteris,  the  reigning
200-meter Olympic champion, is
the country’s most celebrated ath-
lete and was Greece’s best hope
for gold in track at the Athens
Games. He wa: d a lead-

mony, but a Greek windsurfing
champion got the honor instead.

Thanou was the 100-meter sil-
ver medalist in Sydney four years
ago.

The I0C commission has been
looking into why the two athletes
missed a drug test in the Olympic
village last Thursday. A few
hours later, they were taken to a
hospital with cuts and bruises
after they said their motorcycle
skidded on a road. The police are
investigating.

Tutu-clad Canadian gets five
months for Olympic plunge
ATHENS, Greece — A

tutu-clad Canadian who jumped
into the Olympic diving pool after
a compefition was convicted

and later decided to refer the
case to the International Associa-

ing candidate to light the Olympic
cauldron during the opening cere-

of interrupting the
Games and sentenced to five
months in jail. He was released

pending an appeal.

Ron Bensimhon, 31, of Montre-
al, jumped off the 3-meter spring-
board at the diving venue Mon-
day night wearing a blue tutu and
white tights with polka dots.

“Ididn’t think what I did was so
serious. I won’t do it again,” he
told the judge.

Bensimhon had what looked
like an advertisement for an Inter-
net casino written across his
chest but denied staging the stunt
for money. He told the court he
wanted to honor legendary Greek
marathon runner Spyros Louis,
who won gold in the first modern
Olympics in 1896.

In March, Bensimhon disrupt-
ed the world figure skating cham-
pionships in Dortmund, Germa-
ny, when he skated onto the ice
and donned a tutu as defending
champion Michelle Kwan was
about to perform. Painted on his
chest was the name of a Web site.

Ron Bensimhon, 31, of Montreal,
who jumped into the diving pool
while wearing a tutu, was sen-
tenced to five months in jail for
interrupting the Olympics.
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DODDS camp has biggest
turnout ever despite move
to Wiirzburg, Page 27

Settling
for silver

U.S. women pay
big price for few
small mistakes

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — The mistakes were
so minor. The kind of errors only judges

e.

Carly Patterson’s foot grazing the lower
of the uneven bars. Courtney Kupets’ twirl
ending here instead of there. Mohini Bhard-
‘waj’s itty-bitty wobble on the beam.

Little things, but added together they
cost the U.S. gymnastics team valuable
fractions of points and, ultimately, an Olym-
pics gold medal.

Done in as much by their own sloppiness
as Romania’s sheer superiority, the Ameri-
cans settled for silver Tuesday night.

“Things happen,” Kupets said. “It's dis-
appointing. But what are you going to do?”

Romania finished with 114.283 points,
beating the Americans by more than a
half-point for its second straight Olympic
gold.

Russia, never a factor even with diva
Svetlana Khorkina prancing and preening,
won the bronze.

Silver is hardly anything to be ashamed
of, of course. The U.S. men won one Mon-
day night and were positively giddy. And
it's far better than leaving empty-handed,
which the U.S. women did in Sydney for
the first time since 1976.

But these women are world champions,
winners of every international meet
they've entered since 2002 and perhaps the
best team the United States has ever put on
the floor. This was supposed to be their cor-
onation.

Instead, they watched somberly as the
Romanians partied on the floor.

“I'm happy because these children have
acrown, a medal,” Romanian coach Octavi-

12004 Athens Olympics: Day 6 highlights

Americans Venus,
Roddick, Rubin
sent packing

in third round
Page 29

AP

American Courtney Kupets, above, reacts after her strong uneven bars routine during the women’s gymnastics team final, but it wasn’t
enough for the favored U.S. women to win gold as members of the team (top) watched the Romanians wrap up the title on the floor exercise.

an Belu said.

Patterson closed out the Americans’
night with a saucy, sassy floor routine that
had the Olympic Indoor Hall rocking. But
the Romanians, who finished second to the
United States at last summer’s world cham-
pionships, needed to average only 9.35
points per routine to catch the Americans.

Easily done.

Daniela Sofronie soared above the floor
on her tumbling passes, flying so high fans
sitting in the first few rows had to look up
to see her.

Catalina Ponor, the final Romanian,
brought the crowd to its feet with one of
the finest routines of the night. Her team-

Navy’s Nuzum

Page 30

reaches finals
in double sculls
in photo finish

mates were already hugging each other
and crying when her music stopped, and
Ponor sprinted off the mat with a grin on
her face. Even Bela Karolyi, whose wife
Martha is now the U.S. team coordinator,
had to applaud.

SEE SILVER ON PAGE 29

Leaders after 69 medal events
inthe 2004 Olympics on Wednes-
day, Aug. 18:

vouowolon

Teixeira hits for cycle, leads Rangers to rout of Indians sz



